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Foreword 

The  history  of  a  church  Is  of  necessity  closely  bound 
up  with  the  lives  of  men  and  women.   Thus  it  has  Its  times 
of  exaltation  and  of  depression,  its  successes  and  its 
failures,  its  harmonies  and  its  discords.  When  at  the 
very  outset  I  struck  one  of  these  discordant  notes,  I 
was  brought  to  a  pause  before  my  task,  vVhat  good  purpose 
could  be  served  by  reviving  memories  of  old  quarrels?  i3ut 
if  the  story  was  to  be  told,  it  must  be  told  truthfully. 

Then  I  reflected  that  the  Creator  of  the  world,  for 
some  reason  best  known  to  Himself,  has  entrusted  t'e  carrying 
out  of  His  purposes  to  very  fallible  human  beings.  The 
Hebrew  patriarchs  were  not  men  of  entirely  exemplary  livea, 
yet  from  the  race  they  founded  Christianity  was  born.  Sven 
th©  chosen  Twelve  failed  their  Master  in  the  sost  crucial 
hour,  but  they  rallied  to  make  the  beginning  from  which 
Christianity  has  spread  over  the  world. 

Our  forefathers  were  men  of  ^reat  steadfastness  of 
purpose.  Otherwise  they  would  not  have  been  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Hew  England.  They  were  strong  In  the  sincerity 
of  their  convictions.  Their  weakness  lay  in  their  inability 
to  oo-operate  with  people  whose  views  did  not  entirely  agree 
with  their  own,  though  they  were  seeking  the  same  great  end. 
Hence  this  Church  in  Reading  sometimes  appears  "by  schisms 
rant  asunder  and  heresies  distrest."  Yet  we  have  received 
from  it  a  precious  heritage,  and  who  can  doubt  that  Reading 


is  a  better  town  because  it  has  had  a  Congregational 
Church  since  its  beginning. 

And  so  i  have  tried  to  write  the  atory  fairly,  selecting 
what  is  most  significant,  not  glossing  over  some  regrettable 
chapters,  and  by  no  means  reviving  all  the  personal  details 
revealed  by  the  conscientiously  pursued  system  of  church 
discipline.  The  study  has  been   much  more  interesting  and 
profitable  to  the  writer  than  it  can  ever  be  to  anyone  else. 

The  work  has  hQen   done  just  as  far  as  possible  from 
original  source  material.  Records  of  church  and  parish 
clerks,  together  with  miscellaneous  documents  from  old  church 
files  have  proved  a  most  important  source.  Contemporary 
pamphlets,  especially  in  connection  with  the  Pickett  case; 
old  sermons,  some  priated  and  two  even  in  the  original 
manuscript;  and  old  church  manuals  have  all  been  valuable. 

The  files  of  the  Reading  Chronicle  have  yielded  some 
auch-wanted  items. 

For  the  later  period  personal  memories  believed  reliable 
have  often  been  trusted. 

Secondary  sources  are  Saton' s  History  of  Reading  and 
Redding' a  Memorial  Volume,  published  in  1394, 

m  finding  material  I  am  much  indebted  to  iir,  and  Mrs. 
C.  Nelson  Bishop  for  their  generosity  in  sharing  the  results 
of  their  ovin   careful  research. 

Also  jrs.  Bishop's  painstaking  work  in  typing  the 


manuscript  la  an  invaluable  contribution, 

I  am  very  grateful  to  Rev,  Frederick  T.  Pereons  of  the 
Congregational  Library  In  Boston  for  bringing  to  my  notice 
very  important  material  in  regard  to  Mr,  Pickett  and  for 
other  courtesies, 

Mrs,  Marion  3,   Temple  has  made  some  valuable  suggestions 
about  the  last  period.  In  the  work  of  which  she  has  shared 
largely, 

Idith  Bancroft 


vil 


At  the  time  when  this  history  begins  the  town  of  Reading 
had  for  more  than  half  a  century  been  divided  Into  two  parlskes, 
the  North  Parish,  corresponding  to  the  later  town  of  North 
Reading,  and  the  South  Parish  Including  the  present  towns  of 
Reading  and  Wakefield,  The  residents  of  the  north-west  part 
©f  the  South  Parish,  then  known  as  Woodend,  feeling  too  remote 
from  the  center  established  by  the  First  Church,  In  1766  headed 
by  one  Jeremiah  Swain  petitioned  the  First  Parish  to  be  set 
off  as  a  distinct  parish.  This  the  First  Parish  bitterly  opposed, 
believing  that  such  a  division  would  weaken  both  sections. 
The  First  Parish  was  then  on  the  point  of  building  a  new  meeting- 
house and  naturally  resented  action  that  would  mean  a  consid- 
erable loss  of  members,  A  vote  was  even  passed  to  give  the 
residents  of  the  westerly  and  northwesterly  part  of  the  parish 
who  lived  more  than  three  miles  from  the  meeting-house  five 
pounds  each  yearly  for  ten  years, "the  money  to  be  laid  out 

in  preaching  or  schooling  as  they  shall  agree, on  condition 

they  will  che»rfully  go  on  to  build  the  meeting-house  and 
settle  a  gospel  minister  among  us." 

The  Woodend  people  were  not  to  be  easily  swayed  and  In  1768 
petitioned  the  General  Court  to  authorize  the  separation. 
The  Court  gave  the  decision  that  It  was  best  for  the  First 
Parish  to  be  divided  and  ordered  the  Third  Parish  to  be 
Incorporated  with  boundaries  very  nearly  the  same  as  those 
of  the  present  town  of  Reading,  The  Act  of  Incorporation  was 
passed  July  14,  1769. 


To  understand  the  full  Importance  of  this  It  must  be 
realized  that  these  parishes  functioned  much  as  separate 
towns,  each  ^vlng  definite  boundaries,  complete  boards  of 
officers,  and  full  responsibility  for  finances  and  manage- 
ment of  their  own  school  and  church  property, 

ten  days  after  the  Incorporation  a  petition  was  presented 
"To  the  worehlpfull  Joslah  Johnson,  Esq.,  one  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex 

In  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay to 

grant  pw  a  warrant  for  a  legal  meeting  "to  choose  officers 
and  also  a  oosuulttee  to  agree  with  workmen  to  finish  the 
meeting-house  for  public  worship  In  said  parish,  and  to 
finish  and  compleat  said  work*"  Thus  it  appears  that  this 
determined  group  of  people  in  anticipation  of  their  incorp- 
oration had  already  commenced  building. 

The  warrant  was  issued  by  Joslah  Johnson  "  under  my  hand 
and  seal  at  Wobura  the  25th  day  of  July  in  the  9th  year  of 
his  majesty's  reign,  1769."  In  his  majesty's  aaAs :"  to 
will  and  requlria  you,  the  said  Samuel  Bancroft,  to  wara 
and  give  notice  to  all  the  free-holders  and  other  Inlmbitants 
in  the  parish  aforesaid,  by  law  qualified  to  vote  in  parish 
affaire  to  ms©t  at  the  school-house  »  ...  on  the  9th  day 
of  August  at  3  o'clock  ....  notice  to  be  posted  in  some 
public  place  at  least  fourteen  days  in  advance." 

Two  notifications  wer^  posted,  one  at  the  school-house, 
the  other  at  Mr,  Parker's,  Innholder  in  said  Parish, 
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At  this  meeting  Mr.  John  Temple  was  chosen  moderator, 
and  Samuel  Bancroft,  Esq.,  clerk  for  the  present  year,  A 
committee  "to  provide  materials,  hire  workmen,  and  compleat 
the  new  erected  house  for  putalick  worship"  consisted  of  Mr, 
Timothy  Pratt,  Mr,  Thomas  Sjrmonds,  Mr,  John  Parker,  Mr.  John 
Temple,  Samuel  Bancroft,  Esq.,  Captain  Nathan  Parker,  and  Mr. 
John  Damon,  The  officers  were  sworn  in  toy  the  same  "Worship- 
full  Joslah  Johnson,  Esq," 

At  a  meeting  on  October  3rd  the  Parish  decided  to  raise 
the  money  to  finish  the  meeting-house  hy   subscription,  and 
also  voted  to  raise  twenty  pounds  to  support  preaching. 

A  warrant  was  issued  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  November 
21st  at  the  new  meeting-house.  The  meeting  assembled  there, 
but  because  workmen  were  still  in  the  building  adjourned  to 
the  school.  At  this  time  a  committee  was  chosen  to  hire 
preaching  and  to  provide  a  place  for  preachers  to  board. 

The  site  of  the  first  meeting-house  is  marked  by  a 
boulder  with  a  bronze  tablet  on  Reading  Common  just  north 
of  Wobum  Street,  To  picture  this  location  in  1769  requires 
considerable  imagination,  for  it  was  then  a  stretch  af 
green  fields.  Where  the  Public  Library  now  stands  was  the 
Phineas  Parker  house,  since  removed  to  School  St,  and 
known  aa  the  O-rouard  House,  The  nearest  house  to  that  was 
on  Ash  St,  below  the  Victory  House,  "Captain  Parker's  Red 
House."  Not  more  than  three  or  four  others  could  have  been 
in  sight,  • 


In  this  very  rural  setting  rose  the  plain,  rectangular 
wooden  building  which  was  newly  erected.  It  faced  south,  but 
its  longer  dimension  was  east  and  west.  The  parish  record 
makes  no  mention  of  Its  being  painted  until  some  years  later, 
but  that  omission  cannot  be  taken  as  conclusive.  The  best 
idea  of  the  interior  can  be  gained  from  a  plan  of  the  pews 
which  is  preserved  in  the  Parish  records,  with  the  names  of 
the  owners  indicated,  and  which  is  reproduced  in  "Redding' s 
Memorial  Volume'',  Pews  were  built  by  individuals  on  "pew 
ground"  purchased  by  themselves.  There  was  a  gallery  to 
which  reference  is  made  in  a  request  of  certain  young  men 
for  permission  to  build  "a  seat  upon  the  back  of  the  men' s 
gallery  both  in  the  front  and  west  gallerys  next  the  wall," 
There  is  also  mention  of  a  women's  gallery.  The  subsequent 
history  of  the  structure  shows  that  It  was  substantially 
built,  for  it  survived  two  removals  and  extensive  alterations. 
Thus  it  appeaBB  that  the  new  parish  had  a  meeting-house 
and  services  before  it  had  a  church. 

It  is  highly  regrettable  that  the  separation  of  the 
Third  Church  from  its  parent  was  not  accomplished  in  a 
harmonious  fashion.  True,  the  situation  was  difficult. 
Any  one  who  reads  the  records  may  Judge  for  hiaiself  th« 
manner  in  which  it  was  handled.  The  First  Church  naturally 
resented  the  loss  of  a  large  number  of  members  at  a  time  of 
heavy  expense  in  building  a  fine  new  meeting-house,  while 
the  Woodend  people  claimed  the  right  to  retain  something 


of  what  they  had  Invested. 

In  October  1769  those  who  were  about  to  form  the  new 
church  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  first  Church  of  Christ  in  Reading, 

Honored  and  beloved, 

We  hope  we  shal^  always  adore  the 
God  of  all  grace  who  hath  given  us  a  name  within  his  house 
which  we  would  not  for  all  the  world  have  cut  off;  of  our 
love  and  tender  regard  we  hope  we  shall  never  give  you  occasion 
to  doubt  J  and  of  your  tenderest  and  fervent  love  to  us  we 
hope  we  shall  have  the  most  convincing  Token,  we  hope  we  have 
a  lively  Remembrance  of  the  happy  seasons  when  in  time  past 
we  have  sat  together  in  God' s  house  and  at  his  Table  when  his 
banner  over  us  was  love:  and  though  more  lately  thair  hath 
been  some  struggle  amongst  us  as  to  some  affairs  it  did  in 
some  degree  affect  us  in  our  covenant  relation  as  brethren, 
yet  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  consider  these  times  as 
times  of  temptation  and  have  mutually  forgiven  one  euaotherj 
and  as  God  in  his  holf   providence  as  we  trust  and  beleave 
hath  separated  us  in  our  parish  relation,  so  we  hope  and 
trust  that  God  in  his  pr<lvldence  will  soon  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  Christ's  Kingdom  and  the  Intrest  and  edification  of 
ua  your  brethren  make  way  for  ^on  peacible  divltion  into 
two  churches  when  as  sister  churches  we  may  seek  the  peace 
real  intrest  and  edification  of  each  other;  and  in  order 
hereunto  knowing  that  Christ  our  head  hath  made  it  a  Rule 

5 


for  us  to  do  to  others  as  wo  would  they  should  do  to  ua, 
and  we  supposing  our  silver  to  be  equally  with  you  intpested 
in  the  church  plate  or  stock;  and  as  some  of  the  cupa  were 
in  whole  or  in  part  put  on  the  Communion  table  by  us  and 
more  by  our  fathers  and  brethren  now  in  eternity;  and  that 
therfore  when  CStod  shall  in  hie  providence  call  us  to  embody 
in  a  church  state  and  divide  from  you,  we  think  the  church 
plate  in  equity  should  also  be  divided:  and  a  part  thereof 
In  a  brotherly  and  kindly  manner  be  allowed  to  us:  and  to 
the  end  that  it  may  be  so  we  as  brethren  with  you  request  a 
church  meeting  in  order  that  we  may  as  a  church  of  Christ 
determine  this  matter  in  our  present  Relation  one  to  another 
t,ocording  to  the  (Jospel  Rule, 

Reading  October  11,1769.  Signed  by  twenty-eight  members. 

On  November  19th  at  a  meeting  of  the  First  Church  this 
petition  was  read.  The  record  states  that  "the  Church, 
thinking  it  improper  to  determine  the  Matter  while  the 
Woodend  Brethren  continue  related  to  the  Church, voted  to 
dismiss  the  petition." 

There  was  also  the  question  of  money  invested.  In  the 
warrant  for  a  meeting  of  tM  new  parish  in  December  the 
following  article  appears:  "To  see  if  the  Parish  will  chose 
a  committee  in  their  name  to  lay  clame  to  a  part  of  the  old 
meeting-house  in  the  First  Parish  and  to  make  proposals  to 
the  First  Parish  or  to  the  assessors  thairof  with  regard  to 
the  money  we  have  paid  toward  the  new  meeting-house  in  the 


First  Pariah  and  the  assessments  that  have  been  made." 

Such  were  the  steps  taken  preparatory  to  presenting 
the  followins  petition;  "To  the  first  Churoh  of  Christ  in 
Readings  Honored  and  beloyed  breathren:  as  by  the  Providence 
of  3od  the  Society  of  which  we  were  a  part  is  now  divided i  we 
think  it  our  Duty  to  apply  to  you  for  a  Regular  and  Charitable 
DismAaslon  and  Recommendation  in  order  to  our  being  Incorporated 
into  a  distinct  Churoh:  (This  is  the  matter  of  our  prayer) 

"We  Consider  the  affair  in  which  we  are  engaged  as  of 
great  Importance  to  the  honor  of  Jesus  Christ  and  our  prayer 
and  desire  is  that  we  may  so  Conduct  as  that  Ck)d  may  be 
glorified:  the  Intrest  of  Religion  the  Intrests  of  our  Souls 
and  those  of  our  famileys  may  be  promoted 

"We  remember  with  thankfullness  when  we  all  Worshiped  G-od 
Together  in  one  place;  and  were  Together  Edified  and  Comforted j 
and  we  trust  oxir  Gair  will  be  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace:  our  wish  and  Desire  is  that  both  you 
and  wo  may  be  a  part  of  that  one  body  of  which  Christ  is  the 
head:  and  members  of  that  Church  which  Christ  loved  and  for 
which  he  gave  himself  a  Sacrifice  unto  Qodi  we  trust  you  will  "^ 
not  Consider  our  withdrawal  from  you  as  owing  to  any  Dividing 
or  Sepreatiag  principles:  we  think  our  Selves  called  by  God 
to  take  this  step  and  though  we  shall  be  separated  from  you; 
we  shall  have  the  Same  Qod  the  Same  Savior  and  the  Same  Gosple 
as  before:  we  wish  and  pray  you  may  Continue  to  Snjoy  the 
Tokens  of  Ghrists  Gracious  Presence  with  you:  and  that  your 


Rey'd  pastor  may  continue  to  be  of  the  Same  faith  and  of 
the  Same  Spirit  with  those  that  have  (jone  before  him  in  the 
Same  office." 
Reading  third  parish  January  29:  1770 

On  February  3,1770  the  First  Church  voted  to  dismiss 
in  Order  to  their  b»ins  incorporated  into  a  distinct  Church 
b>  themselves  in  the  Parish  called  Wood-End  the  Brethren  and 
Sisters  whose  names  are  hereafter  mentioned. 

Deacon  Jonathan  Temple  and  Sarah  his  wife, 

Deacon  Samuel  Bancroft  and  Lydia  his  wife, 

Jonathan  Hlchols  and  Elizabeth  his  wife 

Jeremiah  S^vain  and  Sarah  his  wife 

Joseph  Damon  and  Lydia  his  wife 

John  Parker  and  Sarah  his  wife 
. Timothy  Pratt  and  Abigail  his  wife 

John  3outell  and  Elizabeth  his  wife 

Jacob  lownsend  and  Eliza  his  wife 

Timothy  Pratt,  Jna.  and  Tabitha  his  wife 

John  Emerson  and  Hannadi  his  wife 

Joseph  Bancroft  and  Eliza  his  wife 

James  Bancroft  and  Sarah  his  wife 

Isaac  Weston  and  Eliza  his  wife 

Richard  Nichols  and  Mary  his  wife 

Benjamin  Parker  and  Sarah  his  wife 

John  Temple  and  Rebekah  his  wife 

John  Nichols  and  Joanna  his  wife 
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Jonathan  Foster  and  Abigail  his  ireife 

Isaac  Burnap  and  !:>U8anna  his  wife 

aenjamin  Foster  and  Eliza  his  wife 

Joseph  Parker  and  Mary  his  wife 

Jonathan  Parker  and  Ruth  his  wife 

Nathaniel  Emerson  and  Hepslbah  his  wife 

Nathan  Pearson  and  Ann  hla  wife 

Sphraim  Parker  and  Rebekah  his  wife 

Jabez  Damon  and  Uxoj   his  wife 

David  Bacheller 

Nathaniel  Bacheller 

Joanna  wlfeoof  Thomas  Symonds 

Abigail  wife  of  Timothy  Hartshorn 

Hannah  wife  of  Thomas  Symonds  Jun, 

Mehetabel  wife  of  Isaac  Pratt 

Mary  wife  of  Jonathsin  Pool 

Martha  wife  of  Richard  Mellendy 

Ruth  wife  of  John  aoutell,  Jon, 

Anna  wife  of  Samuel  Pratt 

Abigail  wife  of  Daniel  Pratt 

Lois  wife  of  James  Eaton 

3ethiah  wife  of  John  Nichols  3rd 

Hannah  wife  of  Jacob  Swain 

Hepslbah  wife  of  Asa  Parker 

Mary  wife  of  William  Parker 

Mary  wife  of  Nathaniel  i3acheller,  Jun. 


■Abigail  wife  of  Samuel  Damon 

Hannah  wife  of  Joshua  Bancroft 

Keziah  wife  of  Caleb  Parker 

aarrnah  wife  ©f  John  Temple,  Juu, 

Mary  wife  of  Jonah  Parker 

Widow  Mary  Townsend. 

Widow  Esther  Weston 

Widow  Abigail  Eaton 

Widow  Mary  Merrow 

Widow  Hepsibah  Nichols 

VSldow  Mary  Parker 

Widow  Abigail  t'ialcot 

Rebakah  Eaton    ' 

Sarah  i3acheller 

Abigail  Nichols 

Martha  Hmerson 

HaJinah  Symonds 

The  dismission  of  these  members  was  not  in  regular  form 
and  on  the  advice  of  Rev.  Mr*.  Robey  of  Lynn  and  some  others 
an  appeal  was  made  to  the  First  Church  that  they  be  "recommended 
as  Persons  in  regular  Standing  with  the  Church  or  if  this  be 
denied  that  the  reasons  of  the  Refusal  be  given,"  The  First 
Church  replied  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  they  could  not 
approve  their  conduct.  The  call  of  Mr.  Prentice  had  been 
Opposed  bj6  them  in  a  body,  though  they  had  said  that  they 
esteemed  him  much.  The  financial  settlement  had  not  been 
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satisfactory ,  "We  wlsn  the  time  may  come  when  we  and  you 
may  be  of  one  hesirt  and  one  mind  in  promoting  each  other' s 
happiness  both  spiritual  and  te;aporal:  but  so  long  as  you 
are  of  oppinlon  that  you  are  not  obliged  to  do  anything 
but  what  the  law  expressly  obliges  you  to,  we  have  but  little 
reason  to  expect  any  peace  or  agreement  between  you  and  our- 
selves. We  are  alarmed  from  among  you  that  everthing  which 
we  are  %n  possession  of  of  a  publick  nature  is  destined  to 
be  tryed  for  by  you  in  the  law:  if  these  things  are  true  we 
seem  to  be  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being  ruened  even  both 
parishes,  Ihese  things  being  considered,  brethren,  we  can 
by  no  means  see  our  way  clear  to  recommend  you  any  farther 
than  we  have  already  done,  but  if  these  things  which  have 
been  set  forth  could  be  settled  In  an  amicable  iaaner,  we 
should  be  willing  and  ready  to  recommend  you  and  hold 
fellowship  with  you," 

At  the  same  meeting  at  which  the  petition  which  called 
forth  this  answer  was  read  another  letter  from  the  saae 
members  was  presented  requesting  the  "presence  and  assistance 
Of  the  First  Church  in  keeping  a  Day  of  Pasting  and  Prayer 
to  Seek  Direction  in  the  Settling  a  Minister  and  to.  embody 
them  into  a  distinct  Church. by  themselves."  This  Invitation 
vas  declined. 

On  February  21,  1770  the  Council  which  the  First  Church 
thus  refused  to  attend  assembled,  heard  the  reply  from  which 
the  above  is  quoted  and  also  the  statement  of  the  brethren. 
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This  was  "that  they  were  willing  to  balr  their  full  pro- 
portion for  preaching  while  with  the  first  parish  provided 
the  first  parish  will  consent  to  refer  all  other  matters 
relating  to  the  money  paid  toward  the  new  meeting-house  to 
impartial  upright  men  mutually  chosen,"  The  Council  found 
"no  bar  in  the  way  of  proceeding  to  incorporate  said  meabers 
and  upon  hearing  their  confession  of  faith  and  considering 
the  covenant  which  they  had  signed  voted  to  proceed  to  the 
important  affair  of  incorporating  them," 

The  signers  of  the  covenant  were  the  hundred  and  eight 
dismissed  from  the  First  Church,  Eight  other  men  were 
received  into  the  Church  and  incorporated  with  them.  These 
were  Wathan  Parker,  Daniel  Parker,  Samuel  Pratt,  Jonah  Parlcer, 
Daniel  Pratt,  William  Parker,  Asa  Parker,  and  Richard  Hlchols, 
Jun, 

Though  the  First  Church  relented  sufficiently  to  be  repr- 
esented the  following  November  at  the  council  which  ordained 
the  first  pastor  of  the  Third  Church,  the  difficulty  was  not 
satisfactorily  settled  until  three  years  later.  In  |h©  spring 
of  1773  comniittees  were  chosen  from  both  parishes  who  presented 
their  report  on  May  Srd,  which  is  here  given  somewhat  abridged. 

"All  Of  us  being  deairous  that  peace,  love,  and  harmony 
may  subsist  and  long  continue  between  said  parishes,  as 
knowing  that  whare  thair  is  contention  thair  is  confusion 
and  every  evel  work  have  agreed  upon  the  following  report. 
The  First  Parish  renounces  all  claim  to  lands  the  Town  voted 
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to  the  Third  or  West  Pariah  March  4,  1771. 

One  half  of  the  burying-cloth  and  one  half  of  the  money 
it  hath  been  let  for  with  the  interest  shall  belong  to  the 
Third  Parish. 

The  cauae  depending  in  the  Superior  Court  between  the 
Parishes  shall  cease  and  be  no  further  prosecuted. 

The  West  Parish  renounces  all  claia  to  the  old  meeting- 
house and  also  to  the  lands  the  Town  voted  to  the  First  Parish 
March  4,  1771. 

The  \'{est   Parish  to  make  no  further  deiaands  of  the  noney 
which  they  paid  toward  the  nefi   aeeting-houae  in  the  First 
Parish, 

"These  are  the  articles  agreed  upon  by  us,  and  which  we 
do  heartily  recooaend  to  each  Parish  for  their  acceptance, 
hoping  we  may  then  reap  the  happy  fruits  of  peace." 

Thus  fellowship  was  established  between  the  Parishes, 
but  the  matter  of  the  church  plate  was  not  entirely  dropped 
for  some  years ,  Directly  after  the  Third  Church  was  organizBd 
Its  aiembers  again  asked  for  a  part  of  the  service,  or  if  this 
should  be  refused  that  a  part  be  loaned  them  till  they  could 
be  supplied  with  their  own.  Neither  request  was  granted. 
Seven  years  latar  Deacon  Jonathan  Temple  asked  the  return 
to  him  of  a  cup  which  he  had  presented  to  the  First  Church, 
and  being  refused  renewed  his  request  in  1779,  with  no  better 
success,  A  vote  of  the  First  Church  on  June  12,  1?38  "not 
to  give  any  of  the  Church  Plate  to  the  third  Church  in  this 
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town  "  aeems  to  have  closed  the  matter. 

Time  aoftena  many  things.  When  the  First  Church  In 

Vi^akefield  held  its  historic  communion  service  in  1944, 

the  First  Church  in  Reading  gladly  granted  Wakefield's 

request  for  the  loan  of  their  original  service. 

The  covenant  sigj^.ed  on  that  meaiorable  February  21,1770 

is  here  reproduced  from  the  original  record  book,  with  only 

one  slight  verbal  char^ge  that  was  adopted  in  a  later  version. 
The  Covenant  of  the  ihird  Church  of  Christ  in  Reading 

third  parish  which  was  incorporated  and  ^bodied  February 

21,1770, 

1,  i©  avouch  the  Lord  to  be  our  ®»d  and  give  up  our  Selves 
with  our  Seed  after  us  in  their  generations  to  be  his  people 
In  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  our  heart, 

2,  We  give  up  our  Selves  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be 
Ruled  and  guided  by   him  in  the  pattern  of  his  worship  and 

in  our  whole  Conversation  aeknolidging  him  not  only  our  alone 
Saveour  but  also  our  King  to  Reign  and  Rule  over  us:  and  our 
prophet  and  Teacher  by  his  word  and  spirit  forsaking  all  other 
Teachers  and  Doctrines  which  he  hath  not  Commanded:  And  we 
wholly  disclaim  our  own  Righteousness  in  point  of  Justifi- 
cation: and  look  on  it  as  filthy  rags  and  do  cleave  unto 
him  for  Righteousness  and  Life  G-race  and  glory. 

3,  We  do  profess  our  Selves  to  be  Congregational  in  our 
Judgments  and  do  hereby  promise  mutually  one  unto  another  that 
we  will  practice  upon  Congregational  principles  which  according 
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to  our  undel'standing  are  most  agreable  to  the  Directions  of 
God's  word:  and  will  take  the  Church  platform  of  Discipline 
to  be  our  Rule  to  go  by  in  all  matters  of  Church  Discipline 
among  us  So  far  aA  it  agreea  with  the  word  of  God, 

4,  We  do  further  promls  by  the  Help  of  Christ  to  waljc 
with  our  brethren  and  Sisters  of  this  Congregation  in  the 
Spirit  of  brotherly  love  watching  over  them  and  calring  for 
them  avoiding  all  Jealousies  Suspicions  !3ackbitings  Censurings 
quarrellings  and  Secrit  Rlselngs  of  heart  against  them  for- 
giving and  forbairing  and  yet  Seasonably  admonishing  and 
Restoring  them  by  a  gpl|;it  of  meekness  and  set  them  in  joyat 
again  that  have  through  Infirmity  h@en   overtaken  in  any 
fault  among  us. 

5,  We  will  not  in  the  'Congregation  be  forward  to  show 
our  Gifts  or  parts  in  Speaking  nor  be  redey  to  disgrace  our 
brethren  or  Discover  their  failinga:  but  attend  an  orderly 
Call  before  we  put  forth  our  Selves  Doing  nothing  to  the 
offence  of  the  Church  but  in  all  things  Endeavoring  our  own 
and  our  bretiirens  Edification  and  trust  in  God, 

6 .We  farther  bind  our  Selves  in  the  Strength  o£   Christ 
to  Labor  how  we  may  advance  the  gosple  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ:  how  we  may  win  and  gain  them  that  are  without:  how 
we  may  Settell  grace  and  peace  among  our  Selves;  and  seek  as 
much  as  we  can  the  peace  of  all  the  Churches  Seeking  the  help 
Council  and  direction  of  other  Churches  if  need  be:  not  puting 
a  Stumbling  Slock  before  any.  But  will  Labour  to  abstain  from 
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all  Appearance  of  Evel. 

7,  We  do  hereby  promise  to  Beheave  and  Demean  our  oelres 
obediently  in  all  Lawfull  things  to  those  that  (Jod  hath  or 
shall  place  over  us  in  the  Churoh  and  Gonunonwealth  Knowing 
that  it  is  our  duty  not  to  greave  them;  but  to  encourage  them 
Xn   thair  places  and  in  the  administration  of  the  Charge  Com- 
mitted unto  them  by  Gtod, 

a.  We  Resolve  by  the  help  and   Strength  of  God  to  approve 
our  Selves  in  our  Particular  OalliBss  as  becometh  Saints: 
Shunning  Idleness  not  Slothfull  in  Bisness  knowing  that 
Idleness  is  the  3ane  of  any  Society:  Neither  will  we  deal 
Hardly  or  oppesslngly  *ith  any  wharein  we  are  the  Lord's 
Stewards:  Ant  Finally  we  promise  that  according  to  our  Best 
abillities  we  will  Teach  our  Ghllldren  the  O-ood  knolidge  of 
the  Lord  that  they  may  Larn  to  fear  and  Serve  him  with  us 
that  it  may  be  well  (with)  thea  and  us  forever. 

Under  the  same  date  the  following  is  recorded; 
A  Confession  of  faith  drawn  up  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Clark  for  the 
first  Church  in  Reading  and  voted  by  this  Ihird  Church  as 
followeth 

1,  We  do  Seriously  and  Solemnly  profess  to  Believe  in 
one  Eternal  Almighty  Grod  the  Father  Son  and  Holy  ghost  who 
Created  the  world  loy   his  power  and  governs  it  by  his  pro- 
vidence and  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  fallen  by  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ. 

2,  We  beleave  the  holy  Scriptures  of  the  old  and  New  Testa- 


ment  to  be  the  Word  of  3od  and  adhere  to  them  as  the  only 
Sule  of  faith  and  practice  Directing  us  in  all  matters  of 
Divine  worship  and  In  Church  administration  as  well  as  in 
a  holy  Life  and  Conversation  2  Timothy  3 j 16 5 17: 

3,  We  beleave  that  our  first  parants  fell  from  that  Estate 
of  Integrity  honour  and  hapeyness  in  iwhich  God  at  first 
Created  them  and  that  all  mankind  in  them  by  thiitp  Irans- 
gression  in  Eating  the  forbidden  frute  and  therby  involved 
themselves  and  their  posterity  in  a  State  of  Sin  and  Death 
and  that  in  Consequence  hereof  all  the  Generations  of  Adam 
are  born  in  a  State  of  Corrupted  nature  Destitute  of  original 
Righteousness  and  purity  and  infected  with  Sin  properly  so 
Called  as  to  becom  Ghilldren  of  Wrath  by  nature,  psalms  51; 5 
Rom  5:19  Sph.2:3:4:  and  that  God  hath  from  all  Eternity 
Chosen  a  Certain  number  of  Lsipsed  and  fallen  mankind  to 
Life  and  Salvation  as  the  End:  and  faith  in  Christ  St 

4,  We  Beleave  that  Sod  in  Compassion  to  the  Sinfull 
perisning  State  of  mankind  foreordained  and  in  the  fullness 
of  time  Sent  his  only  begoten  Son  to  be  the  Savour  of  the 
World  and  that  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God  became  the  true 
and  Real  aism  being  made  of  a  woman  and  in  all  things  Like 
unto  his  brethren  Sin  only  Excepted:  and  at  the  same  time  in 
his  original  nature:  God  over  all  blessed  forevermore  being 
Gtod  and  man  in  one  person  John  1:14:  1  Timothy  3:6:  Ga.l.4:4 
Heb.  2 J 17  Rom  9:5:6 

5,  that  Christ  the  Son  of  God  haveing  in  Compliance  with 
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his  Fathers  Will  taken  on  him  the  nature  of  man  hath  thairin 
Substituted  himSelf  to  balr  our  Sins  in  his  Sacrifice  on  the 
Cross  for  the  Expiation  of  them:  and  hombled  himiielf  in  his 
obedance  unto  Death  for  our  Redemption  whareby  he  has  made  a 
true  and  parfiot  Satisfaction  to  the  Justice  of  liod  for  the 
Sins  of  man. 

6.  that  he  Rose  ag»ain  from  the  Dead  6n  the  third  day  and 
aesended  into  heaven  as  our  victorious  Redeemer  and  Sitteth 

at  the  Right  hand  of  God  makeing  Intercession  for  us  and  haveing 
power  given  him  over  all  things  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

7.  that  he  sustains  and  executes  the  threefold  office  of 
prophet  priest  and  King  in  his  Ghurch 

8.  That  in  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  Redeemer  and  of 
the  fullness  of  power  Conamitted  to  him  he  hath  published  the 
gospel  Covenant  Requiring  faith  and  Repentance  of  Sinfull  man 
in  order  to  perdon  and  Salvation:  and  we  must  look  to  be  per- 
doned  and  Saved  only  threw  the  merits  of  Ohrist  applyed  by 
faith  as  our  only  available  plea  before  the  justice  of  Oodj 
in  opposition  to  all  works  not  only  these  of  the  mosaic  Law: 
but  all  works  of  Righteouss;  which  we  are  soposed  to  have 
don  or  Greeds  eitrier  before  or  after  grace  Received;  and  the 
only  Solid  Ground  of  the  Imputation  of  the  Righteousness  of 
Christ  to  us  for  our  Justef icatlon  is  our  union  to  Christ  by 
faith  and  not  works  of  obedence:  though  a  lively  faith  uniting 
to  Christ  will  be  ever  followed  by  works  of  gosple  obediance 
Rom  3:25  Titus  3:5:   Phil  3:9:  Rom  3:1 

18 


9,  We  beleave  the  holy  Spirit  io  ^iven  tho  the  merit  and 
Intercession  of  Christ  to  make  application  of  his  purchased 
Redemption  to  mens  Souls;  and  that  his  graciauB  Influences 
are  necessary  to  a  life  of  faith  and  obldence:  and  pertl- 
cularljif  the  Regenerating  and  Renewing  power  and  I'lrace  of  the 
holy  Spirit  is  necessary  to  quicken  Slners  "saturally  dead  in 
Sin  Impotent  and  averse  to  all  Spiritual  (5ood  and  to  Lead  them 
into  the  life  of  aodj  and  his  gracious  aids  are  to  be  Sought 

and  Depended  upon  by  beleavors  in  all  their  acts  of  the  Spiritual 
Life  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  perservere  to  perfiction. 

10.  that  Christ  hath  instituted  a  Gtosple  ministry  &  the 
two  Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lords  Supper  as  the  outward 
means  of  the  application  of  Redemption  to  b©  observed  in  his 
Church  till  his  Second  Coming 

11,  We  beleave  another  life  after  this  life  and  that  Christ 
will  come  again  and  Raise  the  Dead  and  Judge  the  world  and 
that  we  must  all  appair  before  the  Judgment  Seat  of  Christ. 

12.  that  at  the  last  day  the  wicked  slmll  be  adjudged  to 
Sverlasting  punisiment  and  the  Righteous  to  Life  Eternal, 

!She  above  Calvenistick  Eirticles  of  faith  we  Receive  as 
being  agreeable  to  the  word  of  3od  and  the  Comon  Recived 
Belief  of  these  Churches, 

Oa  March  1,1770  the  Church  held  a  meeting  for  the  election 
of  officers.  Rev,  Mr,  Stone  afi  |3«irth  Reading  acted  as  mod- 
erator. 

Deacon  Samuel  Bancroft  was  chosen  clerk. 
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Deacon  Jonathan  Temple,  who  for  about  twenty  years  had 
been  deacon  of  the  First  Church,  was  chosen  first  deacon,  suid 
Deacon  Samuel  Bancroft,  for  more  than  ten  years  a  deacon  In 
the  First  Church,  was  chosen  second  deacon. 

Deacon  Temple,  Deacon  Dancroft,  and  Mr,  Timothy  Pratt 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  examine  candidates  for  tbe  communion, 
and  to  receive  confessions  from  any  offenders  who  may  offer 
them. 

All  the  records  of  the  Church  are  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Deacon  Samuel  Bancroft  until  the  first  pastor  was  ordained. 
After  that  the  pastor  acted  regularly  aa  both  moderator  and 
clerk. 
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The  First  Pastor 

The  Church  thus  organized  and  established  in  Its  meeting- 
housG  met  on  May  10,1770  "to  see  if  they  would  make  choice 
of  Rev,  Thomas  Haven  who  hath  for  some  months  been  preaching 
among  us  for  to  be  our  minister,"  All  but  three  voted  for 
•him,  and  they  "had  no  objection,  but  wanted  to  hear  him  more 
and  be  farther  acquaAated  with  him."  This  decision  was 
followed  on  June  4th  hy   the  necessary  concurrence  of  the 
Parish,  which  in  those  times  handled  all  financial  and  business 
affairs,  Mr,   Haven  was  offered  a  yearly  salary  of  73  pounds, 
6  shillings  and  3  pence  and  also  was  to  be  furnished  twenty 
cords  of  wood  yearly  "from  and  after  he  shall  have  a  farally 
of  his  ovm  to  provide  for,"  In  addition  he  was  to  have  as 
"incourigement  to  setteil  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  of  this 
Parish  160  pounds,  said  sum  to  be  paid  in  one  year," 

Mr,  Haven's  letter  of  acceptance,  dated  August  17,1770, 
illustrates  both  the  character  of  the  man  and  the  period  in 
which  he  lived; 

"To  the  inhabitants  of  the  Third  Parish  in  Reading; 

"My  Christian  Brethren  and  Friends, 

"As  you  have  seen  fit 
to  give  me  an  invitation  to  settle  with  you  in  the  work  of 
the  Gospel  ministry,  I  would  thankfully  acknowledge  the  honor 
done  me  hereby,  not  only  by  you,  but  also  by  the  great  head 
of  the  church;  as  this  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  respect  of  the  greatness  and  difficulty  of  the  work,  I  hope 
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I   have  viewed  it  in  this  light,  and  considered  thereof,  as 
one  in  some  measure  sensible  of  the  wtAght  of  the  charge; 
and  asked  counsel  of  those  1  thought  able  and  willing  to  give 
that,  which  was  good,  and  who,  I  trust,  had  the  cause  of  rel- 
igion and  the  interest  of  the  churches  near  their  hearts}  and 
Z  hope  I  have  not  hQen  unmindful  of  seeking  direction  from 
the  Father  of  lights,  from  him  who  giveth  i^m  wisdom  to  them 
who  ask  J  encouraged  lay  the  unanimity  with  which  you  gave  the 
call,  and  the  peacabl©  temper  with  which  you  have  conducted 
this  affair,  and  which  I  trust  Is  still  with  you;  hoping  for 
the  blessing  of  Sod  and  the  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
I  now  signify  to  you  asy  acceptance;  reserving  to  myself  the 
liberty  of  being  absent  from  you  one  or  two  Sabbaths  in  a 
year  to  visit  my  distant  friends  as  occasion  may  require, 
I  am  sensible  of  my  unworthiaess  and  inability  for  the 
honorable,  the  great  and  arduous  work,  which  I  am  about  to 
angage  in;  and  I  ask  your  prayers  to  God  for  me,  that  I   may 
be  directed  and  obtain  grace  to  be  faithful;  and  I  persuade 
myself  that  you  will  endeavor  to  render  the  burthen  as  light 
as  may  be,  as  well  as  b©  ready  to  provide  for  my  support  and 
comfort.  That  your  church  may  be  built  up  in  faith  and  holi- 
ness and  have  daily  additions  made  unto  it  of  such  as  shall 
be  savad,  and  always  be  found  walking  in  the  order  of  the 
gospel;  that  you  as  a  people  may  be  prospered,  and  that  O-od 
would  rain  down  righteousness  upon  you,  that  you  may  be  pre- 
served in  peace  and  quietness,  auid  that  we  all,  in  matters 
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before  us,  may  be  directed  from  Heaven,  Is  the  desire  and 
prayer  of  your  christian  brother  and  friend, 

Thomas  Haven." 

The  house  of  Phineas  Parker,  better  known  as  the  Qrouard 
House,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Public  Library, 
was  purchased  by  the  Pariah  for  a  parsonage.  The  price  paid 
for  the  dwelling-house,  bam,  "out-housen"  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  land  was  210  pounds.  The  next  spring  the  property 
was  sold  to  Mr.  Thomas  Haven  for  8§^  pounds,  12  shillings, 
"reserving  a  way  2  rod  wide  across  the  same,  the  Parish  to 
fence  out  the  way  with  good  stone  wall  upon  each  side,  the 
wall  upon  the  North  side  of  the  mowins  land  to  be  moved  to 
fence  the  South  side  of  the  way."  This  was  the  road  to  the 
meeting-house. 

The  records  of  Mr,  Haven's  pastorate  are  meager.  Of  the 
man  himself  we  are  told  that  he  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Elias 
Haven  of  Franklin  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Collage,  class 
of  1765,  He  probably  studied  theology  with  some  other 
minister  as  that  was  the  usual  way  in  which  young  men  at 
this  time  gained  this  part  of  their  education. 

Mr,  Haven  was  ordained  November  10,1770.  The  Parish 
Chose  a  committee  tc  provide  for  the  co^jincil  and  raised  the 
money  to  pay  the  expeiise.  The  day  was  kept  as  one  of 
solemn  fasting  and  prayer.  The  Church  voted  to  invite 
twelve  churches  to  be  represented.  These  were  the  First  in 
Woburn,  First  and  Second  in  Reading,  Wilmington,  Stoneham, 
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Third  in  j^ynn,  First  in  Hingham,  First,  and  Second  in  Mendon, 
Fourth  in  Dedham,  First  in  Marshfield  and  Duxbury,  all  which 
Bent  delQsates,  In  the   exercises  Mr,  Frost  of  Mendon  offered 
prayer,  Mr,  Turner  of  Duxbury  preached  the  sermon,  Mr,  Jay  of 
Hingham  gave  the  charge  to  the  pastor,  Mr,  Mq^ell  of  Wilaington 
gave  the  right  hand  of  ^fellowship,  and  Mr,  Robey  of  L^xm 
offered  the  closing  prayer. 

A  pamphlet  is  extant  which  contains  portions  of  these 
exercises,  including  the  sermon  by  Rei   Charles  ^Turner  on  the 
text  "Epapliras,  a  servant  of  Christ,"  After  enumerating 
several  duties  of  a  minister  and  suggesting  to  the  people 
their  responsibility  in  adequately  supporting  their  pastor, 
he  said  of  Mr,  Haven  "Thert  io  no  man  wMhin  the  sphere  of  my 
acquaintance  .  .  .  ,  to  whom  as  I  judge  we  may  better  apply 
the  character  given  to  Dametrius,  who  had  good  report  of  all 
men  and  of  the  truth  itself.  ...  If  your  lasting  peace  and 
abundant  edification  are  not  the  consequence  of  his  settlement 
among  you,  we  can't  but  be  confident  his  d^ificienoy  will  not 
to©  the  occasion  of  it," 

The  good  omen  of  these  words  Sfeems  to  have  been  fulfilled 
in  a  harmonious  relation  of  pastor  and  people.  As  far  as 
Mr,  Haven's  personality  emerges  from  the  past  he  appears  as 
a  kindly  soul,  personally  attractive,  of  good  intellectual 
ability,  and  thoroughly  sincere  in  his  ministry.  His 
doctrinal  views  are  considered  Arminian, 

A  letter  in  his  own  writing  is  extant,  in  which  he  states 

24 


the  financial  diffioulfcies  in  which  he  found  himself  as  a 
result  of  inflation  which  followed  ttie  Revolution,  This 
seems  wotth  reproducing, 

"To  the  Freeholders  of  the  ifiest  Parish  in  Reading 
Grentlemen: 

It  is  with  no  small  Reluctance  that  I  find  myself 
constrained  in  this  day  of  publick  calaaity,  when  you  feel 
the  escpenses  of  a  burdensome  war,  to  apply  to  you  for  some 
relief  for  myself,  you  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the  amazing 
and  unparalleled  depreciation  of  oxor  present  currency;  which 
falls  with  insupportable  weight  upon  those  whose  dependence 
for  a  living  is  upon  their  money,  you  are  not  to  be  told  that 
the  Value  of  Money  is  wholly  comparative;  and  rises  and  falls 
in  proportion  to  what  is  to  be  purchased  with  it.  You  must 
be  sensible  that  my  living  principally  depends  upon  that 
Hiti^kspy  for  which  X  contracted  at  the  time  of  my  settlement 
with  you,  even  in  that  day  the  sum  you  was  pleased  to  vote, 
for  my  support,  was  never  by  you  op  ai»y  one  else  that  I  ever 
heard  speak  of  It  supposed  to  b®  l^rgej  but  on  the  contrary 
fell  short,  of  what  was  geaeraiiy  given  to  others  in  a  like 
situation,  and  the  expences  which  the  parish  had  then  but 
lately  borne,  was  offered  by  numbers  of  you  as  a  reason  wtiy 
it  was  no  larger,  I  was  repeatedly  told  that  should  my 
circufflstanceB  be  such  as  to  require  more  for  my  support, 
that  the  parish  after  they  had  eased  themselves  of  the  debt 
that  they  had  contracted,  would  be  willing  in  such  case  to 
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make  an  addition,  which  addition  I  isas  determined  never  to 
have  asked  for  &b   supposing  that  under  the  common  aniiles  of 
Providence  with  prudence  and  economy  I  should  be  able  to 
procure  a  comforable  subsistence.  If  it  was  then  thought  that 
what  you  granted  ma  was  no  more  than  sufficient  for  a  comfort- 
able living ;  how  is  it  to  b©  supposed  thatljthis  living  is  to 
be  obtained,  when  I  presume  I  may  safely  say,  that  my  salary 
now  is  not  of  one  quarter  value,  to  that  which  you  at  first 
gave  me,  and  which  continued  for  some  years  after  my  settlement, 
the  same  nominal  I  have  I  grant j  but  the  value  must  be  ascert- 
ained by  computing  what  it  will  purchase,  amd  calculating 
upon  the  price  of  the  neeessarles  and  conveniences  of  life 
I  presume  I  can  make  it  evidently  to  appear  it  shall  not 
purchase  a  quarter  part  therefor;  but  every  thinking  man 
must  Inow  enough  of  the  times  to  be  able  to  compute  himself. 
should  it  be  said,  that  the  articles  that  you  have  to  purchase, 
come  as  dear  to  you  as  they  do  to  me;  tis  readily  granted, 
but  let  me  ask  whether  those  commodities  which  you  have  to 
part  with,  upon  which  you  depend  for  the  procurement  of 
money  in  a  measure  aX   least,  to  balance  the  extraordinary 
expense  of  your  boughten  commodities?  will  not  those  very 
things  you  used  to  depend  upon  to  raise  money  for  the  payment 
Of  your  taxes,  now  sold  in  the  market  at  the  common  price, 
feise  you  double,  threble,  four  fold;  and  some  of  them  more 
than  what  you  used  to  have?  Whereas  my  money  is  my  daily 
brea,d!   I  have  nothing,  or  but  what  is  mere  trifling  to  part 
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wxcii,  to  help  me  in  my  difficulty.  Perhaps  it  may  be  said, 
that  I  am  not  called  upon  to  pay  any  annual  taxes,  and  that 
therefore  I  may  afford  to  he  a  loser  by  the  depreciation  of 
the  curreacy,  as  this  is  so  often  In  the  mouths  of  the  people, 
you  will  not  tbinis  hard  if  I  take  some  little  time  in  consid- 
ering it,  I  am  Training  it  should  have  its  full  force  and 
weight,  in  time  of  publick  cdJdmity  and  extraordinary  expences, 
I  readily  grant  that  you  have  a  right  to  expect  that  I  should 
be  an  equal  sufferer  with  yourselves:  but  I  hope  that  you  will 
not  any  of  you  say  bhat  you  desire  I  should  be  more  than  an 
equal  sufferer,  to  show  you  that  I  am  no  ways  backward  in 
suffering  equally  with  you,  I  will  make  you  several  offers 
and  proposals.  Make  my  salary  jood  as  it  was  at  the  time  of 
my  settlement  with  you  and  for  years  after,  calculated  upon 
the  scale  of  the  necessaries  &  conveniences  of  Life;  and  I 
now  voluntarily  offer  to  pay  an  annual  threble  tax,  in  proportion 
to  the  interest  I  possess,  to  what  is  paid  by  any  man  of  the 
same  interest  in  the  parish.   If  you  say  that  I  have  paid 
nothing  of  past  charges;  I  would  offer  and  propose,  make 
good  the  loss  that  I  have  already  sustained  in  my  salary  by 
the  fall  of  Money,  I  now  voluntarily  engage  to  advance  a 
sum  of  Money,  that  shall  be  double  to  what  has  been  paid  by 
any  man  of  my  interest  in  the  parish;  and  you  continuing  to 
make  the  same  good  as  above  mentioned,  and  I  will  continue 
to  pay  the  same  double  ^ax,  laid  upon  head,  personal  and 
real  estate:-  or  make  my  salary  good,  and  I  now  voluntarily 


offer  to  pay  a  tax,  during  the  time  that  things  continue  in 

pounds 
the  present  state  of  one  hundred  lawful  money  annually,  I 

would  observe  further,  at  the  time  of  my  settlement  here,  if 

any  Minister  in  this  neigbborhood  had  but  1.300  old  tenner,  for 

his  yearly  support  I  presume  you  would  have  thought  it  exceeding 

low;  and  it  would  have  been  matter  of  wonderment  with  you, 

how  he  could  have  lived,  to  show  you  that  I  am  far  from 

desiring  that  my  salary  should  be  made  good  and  I  be  no 

sufferer  in  thsse  times;  I  now  voluntarily  offer,  that  you 

will  take  iaSOO  O.T.  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  my  settlement 

and  make  it  good  to  me  now,  calculs.ted  upon  the  scale  mentioned 

above,  upon  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  and  I 

will  ask  for  no  more  except  the  times  alter,  or  I  find  it 

Impossible  to  live  by   the  same,  upon  supposition  that  this 

last  offer  should  take  place,  I  would  Just  ask  you,  gentlamen, 

to  consider  what  then  would  be  my  yearly  loss,  namely  iSSO. 

not  J»250  as  money- 4s.,.aow ;  but  Is250  as  money  was  then  which  I 

presume  to  say,  is  more  than  tlOOO  at  this  day;  and  more  than 

equal  to  the  tax  of  three  of  the  largest  estates  in  the  pariah. 

If  it  should  be  said,  that  making  an  addition  to  my  salary  will 

bring  an  insupportable  burden  upon  the  poor,  I  will  make  you 

another  offer,  ffod  forbid  that  I  should  desire  to  distress 

the  poor  but  if  you  are  concerned  for  them,  to  ease  your  minds, 

I  will  make  you  another  offer;  let  my  salary  be  made  good,  as 

mentioned  in  the  first  place,  and  I  now  voluntarily  engage 

at  my  own  expanse  to  cancel  the  rate  of  every  person  in  the 
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parish  that  can  properly  come  under  the  denomination  of  poor, 
I  have  made  the  several  offers  above,  not  with  any  design  to 
dictate  to  the  parislgi  any  particular  mode  of  procedure,  but 
for  sake  of  llluetrating  t'-e  subject,  and  to  evidence  to  all 
that  I  am  very  far  from  being  desirous  of  avoiding  a  proport- 
ionable part  of  the  burden  in  these  times  of  Calamity,  and 
to  show  that  I  am  not  only  ready  to  bear  a  proportionable 
part  but  even  more,  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  appeal  to  all 
Impartial  men,  and  I  am  almost  ready  to  add  to  partiality 
itself,  for  the  fairness  of  the  offers  that  I  have  made. 
The  favors  which  I  have  received  from  the  Parish,  I  am  ready 
publickly  and  gratefully  to  acknowledge;  the  kindness  that 
you  have  formerly  shelved  me,  leads  me  chearfully  to  hope,  that 
you  will  not  leave  me  in  a  state  of  Insupportable  distress, 
if  things  must  continue  in  their  present  state,  the  unavoidable 
consequence  must  be  that  I  must  break  up  housekeeping,  or 
go  into  some  other  way  for  a  living.  For  altho  I  have  not 
as  yet  run  further  into  debt,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war;  yet  the  reason  is  because  I  have  purchased 
nothing  but  merely  for  present  necessity,  when  I  began  to 
keep  house,  which  is  but  a  few  years  agon,  what  things  I  then 
had  to  furliish  my  house  were  new;  they  have  lasted  in  general 
to  the  present  time;  but  time  wears  away  all  things,  many 
things  have  gone  to  ruin  and  others  are  fast  falling,  which 
must  be  replaced,  or  I  can  no  longer  keep  house,  and  I  trust 
I  do  not  exagerate  the  matter,  when  I  say  that  felOO  lawful 
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money  will  not  make  good  th^  things  in  my  house  as  they  were 
when  the  war  began,  and  If  I  ahould  leave  housekeeping,  my 
aalax-y  as  it  now  is  will  not  support  me,  hy   far  the  greater 
part  must  30  to  pay  for  my  board,  and  I  presume  I  can  make 
it  evidently  to  appear,  that  two  years  salary  will  not  furnish 
me  with  one  suit  of  clothes,  such  as  I  used  to  wear;'  and  whether 
I  have  heen   extravagant  in  dress  since  I  have  been   with  you, 
you  must  judge,  I  would  observe  farther  that  there  is  not 
a  man,  who  goes  out  to  day  labor,  who  is  Indus terous  and 
constantly  employed,  as  every  one  may  be,  whose  watjes  in  a 
year,  even  computing  what  he  has  in  the  dead  of  winter,  does 
not  amount  to  one  third  more  than  ray  salary,  I  request  not 
to  have  any  stated  salary  above  the  usual  siam;  but  only  a  . 
temporary  grant;  which  I  should  be  very  willing  to  have  cease, 
if  money  should  be  restored  to  its  former  value,   I  sLall 
detain  you  no  longer,  than  just  to  observe,  if  you  think 
that  there  is  any  fairness,  in  any  of  the  offers  that  I  have 
made;  or  any  justice  or  reason  in  ay  request;  as     honest  and 
rational  men,  undoubtedly  you  will  pay  some  attention  to 
them,  but  if  the  pariah  as  auch|  shall  think  that  there  Is 
no  kind  of  fairness  or  generosity,  in  any  offer  tLat  I  have 
made,  and  no  justice  or  reason  In  .iiy  request;  but  that  it  is 
reasonable  that  their  own  labor,  should  be  threble  to  what  it 
used  to  be;  the  produce  of  their  farms  in -as  great  or  greater 
proportions;  upon  which  I  am  in  a  considerable  measure  dependent; 
and  that  my  wages  should  continue  at  the  same  nominal  sum  as 
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formerly,  suid.  sunk  one  third  lower  than  a  common  day  IsAoureri 

I  say  if  the  parish  views  this  i,a   Just  and  reasonable;  as  it 

would  give  me  no  small  degree  of  uneasiness  to  receive  from 

a  people,  what  they  looked  upon  to  be  unjust  &   unreasonable, 

I  would  not  have  you  vote  me  a  single  farthing  in  addition, 

but  let  things  remain  in  their  present  state,  but  shall  take 

it  as  a  favor,  if  the  parish  would  be  so  kind,  as  to  give  me 

in  their  reasons,  why  they  look  upon  such  a  grant  as  I  have 

requested,  to  be  unjust  &   unreasonable,  —  I  am,  gentlemen, 

with  all  respect  your 

sincere  Friend  and  humble  servant, 

s 
Tho  Haven 
e 
Reading  March  y  10th  1773 

That  the  Parish  did  not  consider  his  appeal  unreasonable 
is  seen  in  their  vote,  passed  two  days  after  the  date  of  the 
letter,  to  raise  150  pounds  as  a  free  gift  for  him,  A  year 
later  in  addition  to  his  regular  salary  of  73  pounds,  6 
shillings,  8  pence,  they  voted  476  pounds,  13  shillings,  4 
pence,  "to  rise  or  fall  as  money  shall  grow  better  or  worse 
at  the  common  time  of  assessment,"  also  "150  pounds  to  comp- 
ensate Mr,  Haven  for  the  loss  he  hath  suffered  in  time  past," 
In  1780  a  committee  was  chosen  to  make  an  adjustment  based 
on  a  comparison  of  the  current  price  of  "the  capitol  articles 
of  life"  with  that  at  the  time  of  his  settlement.  The  same 
year  they  voted  943  pounds  for  the  twenty  cords  of  wood 
furnished  annually, 
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It  is  recorded  that  one  sermon  of  Mr,  Haven's  was 
printed,  that  delivered  at  the  ordination  of  Rev,  Jacob 
Burnap  at  Merrimack,  N,H,  in  1772.  Mr,  Burnap  was  a  Reading 
boy,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1770,  and  studied  for  the 
ministry  with  Mr,  Haven,  No  trace  of  this  sermon  had  been 
found  until  very  recently  (August,  1945)  when  Mr.  Loea  P. 
Howard,  formerly  of  Reading,  discovered  a  copy  in  the  possession 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Hiatorioal  Society  and  had  some  portions 
copied  for  use  in  the  approaching  anniversary  celebration. 
These  quotations  speak  for  themselves: 

"The  words  I  have  chosen  for  the  subject  of  our  present 
meditation,  I  think,  may  serve  to  teach  us  the  chief  end  and 
view  of  the  ministerial  office  a^d  the  design  of  preaching, 

"This  la  a  faithful  saying,  and  these  things  I  will  that 
thou  affirm  constantly." 

"In  the  first  place  Paul  puts  Titus  in  min*  of  the  design, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  which  he  left  him  in  Crete,  and 
directs  him  on  the  important  affair  of  ordaining  Christian 
ministers;  he  gives  a  short  description  of  the  characters  of 
those  whom  he  should  appoint  to  the  oversight  of  the  churches; 
He  next  cautions  against  the  teachers  who  would  seek  to  seduce 
the  unwary  from  the  truth  and  simplicity  of  the  gospel;  he 
then  directs  him  to  adapt  his  discourses  to  the  different 
circumstances  of  those  with  whom  he  was  connected;  and^oints 
out  a  number  of  social  duties,  which  were  necessary  to  be 
inculcated;  exhorts  him  to  be  careful  to  do  those  things  which 
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he  preached  unto  others,  that  he  might  set  them  an  example 
of  ©very  good  work," 

"Timothy  la  put  In  mind,  'that  the  end  of  the  commandment 
is  charity,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  faith  unfeigned,' 
Many  duties  and  the  various  branches  of  virtue  are  mentioned, 
and  he  is  directed  to  preach  them  unto  others;  he  is  cautioned 
*not  to  give  heed  to  fables,'  noJ^  to  any  questions  which  tend 
not  to  'godly  edifying' j  to  'shun  profane  and  vane  babblings'; 
and  is  directed  to  'follow  after  righteousness,  godliness, 
faith,  love,  patience,  meekness;'  and  the  Apostle  expressly 
saith  'If  any  man  teach  otherwise  and  consent  not  to  wholesome 
words,  even  the  words  of  our  U>rd  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  the 
doctrine  which  is  according  to  godliness;  he  Is  proud,  knowing 
nothing,  but  doating  about  questions  and  strifes  of  words,  x 
whereof  cometh  envy,  strife,  railings,  evil  surmisings,  perverse 
disputings  of  men  of  corrupt  minds  and  destitute  of  the  truth,' 
We  are  siirely  taught  by  this,  that  for  ministers  of  the  gospel 
to  Intij^uce  in  their  discourses,  doctrines  that  are  not 
'according  to  godliaess;'  or  that  have  no  tendency  to  mend 
the  heart  and  regulate  the  life,  are  something  worse  than 
idle  speculations,  and  commonly  proceed  from  a  corrupt  mind 
and  wrangling  disposition,  tending  to  the  destruction  of 
peace  and  order  in  the  ohuroh  of  (Jod." 

"I  shall  now  close  with  the  addresses  usual  on  such  an 
occasion.  And  first  to  the  person  who  is  presently  "^.o  be 
ordained  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  to  receive  the  oversight 
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of  this  church  and  people. 

Dear  Sir,  You  having  devoted  yourself  to  the  work  of 
the  gospel-ministry,  and  voluntarily  consented  to  take  the 
Charge  and  oversight  of  the  church  and  people  of  God  in  this 
place*  without  any  doubt  your  thoughts  are  frequently  turned 
to  the  importance  and  difficulty  of  the  work  before  you.  You 
may  sometimes  be  ready  to  ask,  with  a  heart  almost  desponding, 
whOflils  sufficient  for  these  thini=^s?  The  importance  indeed  is 
great;  so  great,  that  the  salvation  of  souls  may  in  a  sense 
be  said  to  depend  hereupon;  the  difficulties  arising  from 
various  quarters  are  truly  many,  great,  and  discouraging: 
The  former  calls  for  vigilance  and  care;  the  latter  for  forti- 
tude euad  resolution.  And  although  it  wouM  ill  become  one 
of  my  years,  to  assume  authority  to  give  preceptive  direction?, 
yet  with  the  love  of  a  brother,  and  the  freedom  of  a  friend, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  remind  you  of  the  end  and  design  of 
the  gospel-ministry.  This,  as  I  have  endeavat^sd  to  prove, 
is  to  make  men  holy  and  good;  to  bring  them  to  render  Just 
regards  to  God,  and  to  practice  all  righteousness.  As  far 
as  your  sentiments  agree  herewith,  it  may  be  confided  in, 
that  you  will  pursue  this  design.  And  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  which  attend  the  labours  of  a  minister,  yet. 
Sir,  you  may  find  sincere  delight  and  pleasure  of  heart  in 
this  noble  work.  In  forming  the  hearts  of  men  to  godliness 
and  to  a  love  of  virtue;  in  directing  their  feet  in  paths  of 
righteousness;  in  laying  before  them  rules  for  the  well 
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ordering  of  their  lives;  and  such  motives  <Srawn  fvom  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  as  shall  engage  them  to  seek  their  own 
eternal  peace  and  happiness-  What  nobler  employment  than 
this',  what  delight  it  must  give  a  benevolent  heart,  and  him 
who  is  a  friend  to  religion,  to  see  his  people  pursuing  that 
way  which  he  is  persuaded  will  lead  them  to  eternal  felicity'. 
This  is  a  source  of  happiness,  which  is  commonly  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree,  the  present  portion  of  the  faithful  minister." 

"In  the  study  of  the  religion  of  Jesus,  you  may  improve 
your  own  virtue,  s-nd  fix  your  faith  upon  a  rock  that  shall 
never  be  shaken;  and  more  and  more  qualify  yourself  to  lead 
the  minds  of  your  hearers  to  such  coatemplations  on  the  precepts, 
the  example  and  atonement  of  Christ  as  may  engage  them  to  obey, 
to  follow  and  trust  in  him  for  life," 

"Fidelity  in  the  service  of  Christ, most  commonly  is 
crowned  with  some  degree  of  success;  If  this  should  be  the 
case  with  your  labors, (Qod  grant  it  may)  you  will  have  the 
pleasing  satisfaction  that  necessarily  results  herefrom, 
and  blessing  of  those  who  may  have  reaped  such  important 
advantages  from  your  labour.  If  this  should  not  be  the  case, 
(as  the  greatest  and  most  skilful  endeavors,  by  the  perverse- 
aeas  of  men,  may  prove  abortive)  you  will  notwithstanding 
have  the  testimony  of  your  own  conscience,  concerning  your 
fidelity  in  the  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged,  and  the 
approbation  of'  your  Master,  who  will  not  fall  to  reward  his 
faithful  servant." 
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"You  mau  expect  opposition,  The  minieter  who  preacfees 
the  pure  and  holy  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  must  necessarily 
oppose  the  lusts,  the  lawless  ajaition  and  avarice  of  men; 
and  speak  against  injustice,  fraud,  oppression  and  Intemperance 
of  every  kind.  This  will  often  create  him  onemies;  for  such 
men  are  frequently  offended  with  their  best  friends,  who 
endeavor  to  awaken  their  conscience  from  its  present  slumber, 
and  persuade  tlrem  to  seek  their  own  happiness.  The  frowns 
of  such  men  will  not  deter  or  discourage  you  from  doing  your 
duty,  and  boldly  declaring  against  all  vice,  and  warning 
sinners  of  their  danger,  exhorting  them  to  turn  from  sin  uniK) 
(Jod," 

"You  will  consider  yourself  as  a  free-man  of  Christ, 
under  no  obligation  to  receive  the  doctrines  of  any  man 
assuming  dominion  over  the  fa-ith  of  his  f ellow-christians ; 
but  preach  to  others  what  you  can  see  contained  in  the  word 
of  Qod;  calling  no  man  master  upon  earth,  remembering  that 
one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ.  It  is  presumed  that  you 
will  take  the  word  of  God  as  the  rule  of  your  faith  and 
practice," 

"Think,  Si*,  for  your  encouragement  in  the  work  before 
you,  that  by  perseyerance  in  well-doing,  in  the  right  discJbat^e 
of  every  Incumbent  duty,  you  will  have  not  only  the  applause 
of  your  own  heart,  the  esteem,  weil-wishes  and  prayers  of 
good  men,  but  the  approbation  of  him  who  is  Head  of  the 
Church,  and  a  reward  from  the  Sod  of  all,  Yo^  serve  a  good 
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Master;  go  forth  confiding  in  the  Qod  of  the  faithful; 
remejabering,  '  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness 
of  the  firmament;  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness, 
as  the  stars  forever  and  ever,'" 

"I  would  next  address  myself  to  the  Church  and  People 
of  Ood  in  this  place, 

"Give  me  leave  heartily  to  congratulate  you,  upon  your 
present  happy  prospect  in  the  settlement  of  a  gospel-minister, 
statedly  to  preach  unto  you  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation, 
and  to  administer  the  ordinances  of  Christ's  appointment,  .,  , 
•  ,  It  must  be  your  duty,  then,  to  attend  upon  his  ministrations, 
whom  you  have  chosen  for  your  Pastor,  and  under  Christ,  for 
your  spiritual  guides  Your  duty  to  attend  upon  his  preaching, 
with  minds  open  to  receive  the  liruth,  with  sincere  desires  to 
increase  in  knowledge,  in  piety,  rigtiteousness  and  charity, 
Xou  will  not  be  forgetful  of  him,  who  laboureth  among  you  in 
word  and  doctrine;  consider  him  as  one  that  watcheth  for  your 
souls,  and  endeavor  to  render  his  burden  easy  as  possible: 
And  let  it  be  recommended  to  you  to  love  him  much  for  his 
work's  sake,  to  profit  by  his  labour,  that  he  may  rejoice 
therein.  Consider  that  the  design  of  the  gospel  auid  of 
preaching  is  to  make  men  religious  and  holy,  and  to  turn 
them  from  sin  to  the  living  Ck)d.  Frustrate  not  this  design 
by  impiety  and  irreligion,  feeling  by  this  you  will  not  only 
wound  the  heart  of  him  who  is  your  minister,  but  prevent  your 
profiting  by  him,  and  if  persisted  in,  prevent  your  own 
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salvation," 

Besides  this  printed  sermon  there  have  also  come  to 
light  recently  two  manuscripts  in  Mr,  Haven's  own  writing, 
a  fine,  rather  delicate  script,  very  closely  spaced  no  doubt 
to  conserve  paper,  but  quite  clear  under  a  reading-glass,  A 
few  quotations  from  these  also  throw  light  on  his  personal 
character  and  doctrinal  views. 

One  sermon  has  for  its  text  Matthew  11; 23, 24,  "And  thou, 
Capernaum,  which  art  exalted  unto  heaven,  shalt  be  brought 
down  to  hell?  for  if  the  mighty  works  which  have  been  done 
in  thee  had  been  done  in  Sodom,  it  would  have  remained  until 
this  day.  But  I  say  unto  you  that  it  shall  be  more  tolerable 
for  the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  thee," 

This  is  treated  under  four  "general  observations;"  1st, 
"that  God  deals  differentljr  with  people  with  regard  to  affording 
them  privileges  or  religious  instruction,"  This  is  illustrated 
by  comparing  the  Jews  and  other  nations,  also  by  the  parable 
of  the  talents.  "There  is  no  injustice  done  in  this  respect 
,  .  .  ,  seeing  God  will  finally  deal  with  men,  not  exactly 
alike,  but  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  talents 
they  had  given  them,"  2nd,  "We  may  observe  that  these  means 
of  grace  which  are  sufficient  to  restrain  some  sinners  and 
bring  them  to  repentance  are  insufficient  to  reclaim  others," 
3W.,  "People  who  are  greatly  favored,  have  the  greatest  degrees 
of  li^t,  and  the  best  religioiis  privileges  are  many  times 
negligent  in  the  improvement  of  them,  and  the  greatest  sinners," 
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"It  may,  to  say  the  least,  admit  of  a,  query  whether  there 
are  not  Instances  of  Christians,  those  who  profess  Christianity 
and  are  acquainted  with  the  Gospel,  being  as  vicious  in  all 
kinds  of  profaneness,  debauchery  and  licentiousness  as  any 
instances  of  like  kind  amons  the  heathen  nations;  not  .^mention 
those  millions  which  they  have  butchered  under  a  pretense  of 

advancing  the  Christian  cause,  for  it  may,  I  suppose  with  the 

hettt 
strictest  truth  be  said  that  those  who  have  destroyed  hy   per- 
secution for  religion's  sake  by  Christians  are  more  than  those 
who  have  been  persecuted  unto  death  by  all  other  sects  in  the 
world," 

4th,  "That  at  the  final  judgment,  when  Qtod   shall  call  men  to 
render  an  account,  he  will  demand  in  proportion  to  the  privi- 
leges which  he  hath  granted  and  reward  or  punish  as  they  have 
or  have  not  improved," 

"He  that  hath  sinned  without  the  law,  that  is,  without 
any  written  law,  shall  be  judged  without  the  law;  that  is 
be  Judged  by  the  law  of  nature  under  which  he  is,  by  those 
rules  which  he  does  or  might  have  known." 

"How  often  is  it  that  we  lament  the  unhappy  state  of  the 
heathen  world  who  sit  in  darkness,  unacquainted  with  the  ti*ue 
9od  and  lilth  the  way  of  salvation  through  a  Redeemer;  we 
speak  of  them  as  objects  of  pity,  as  indeed  they  are;  but 
if  under  our  privileges  we  do  not  increase  in  piety  and 
righteousness,  if  we  do  not  Improve  our  talents,  may  it  not 
be  said  unto  us  with  strict  propriety,  rather  mourn  and  weep 
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for  yourselves  thsji  for  them?" 

The  text  of  the  other  recently  recovered  sermon  is  2 
Xlmothy  3:16,17,  "All  scripture  is  given  by  Inspiration  of 
aod  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction, 
for  instinictlon  in  righteousness;  that  the  man  of  God  may  be 
perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works,"  In  the 
introduction  the  preacher  alludes  to  the  treatment  of  part 
of  the  text  earlier  in  the  day.  This  therefore  was  the  after- 
noon sermon. 

A  few  quotations  illustrate  the  main  thoughts  of  this 
discourse,  'The  law  of  Sod  ....  is  perfect,  being  a  tran- 
script of  his  moral  perfections,' 

"Had  we  not  the  word  or  law  of  Sod  in  our  hands  .... 
we  miglit  indeed,  and  probable  should  be  aenaible  of  doing 
wrong,  because  we  have  a  law  written  upon  our  hearts,  a 
sense  of  right  and  wrong  deeply  impressed  upon  our  souls 
which  'tis  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  eradicate," 

"Pear,  though  not  the  best  principle  of  action  yet  is 
far  from  being  sinful,  and  is  perhaps  the  first  thing  that 
takes  hold  of  the  sinner's  mind,  and  it  may  lead  the  way  to 
what  is  better." 

"By  being  perfect  we  are  not  to  understand  absolute 
perfection,  or  a  man  entirely  without  sin,  which  in  this 
state  is  absolutely  impossible,  as  the  imperfection  of  human 
nature  is  not  to  be  taken  away  in  this  world,  ,  .  ,  ,  We 
may  understand  the  word  as  comprehensive  not  only  of  general 
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good  conduct  and  TDehavlo«,  but  also  of  a  good  disposition,  a 
proper  temper,  a  aincer©  regard  to  God  and  to  our  divine 
Redeemer,  which  shall  engage  a  man  to  render  obedience,  acting 
from  real  integrity  and  uprightness  of  heart,  for  a  man  desti- 
tute of  sincerity  cannot  find  the  divine  acceptance,  let  his 
external  conduct  be  what  it  will," 

"If  we  examine  the  precepts  that  are  given  to  men  of  a 
more  social  nature,  or  which  directly  concern  ourselves  as 
connected  with  others,  we  shall  find  the  same  design,  to  keep 
us  from  wickedneaik/  aS  consisting  in  oppression  and  injustice, 
to  engage  us  to  benevolence  and  chatity,  to  be  beneficent  and 
kind  is  the  drift  and  scope  of  the  commands  of  this  nature. 
We  find  not  only  the  precepts  of  the  divine  law,  the  exhorta- 
tion to  obedience,  to  b©  all  calculated  to  make  us  holy  and 
good,  but  the  coming  of  the  Redeemer,  even  Jesus  Christ  is 
set  forth  to  us  in  the  New  Testament  to  be  designed  for  this 
end." 

(Our) "minds  should  be  bent  upon  the  discovery  of  truth, 
rather  than  to  defend  a  favorite  hypothesis,  embrace  the 
truth  when  discovered  with  joy  and  gladness," 

Looking  back  to  the  beginiilns  of  Mr.  Haven's  pastorate, 
it  is  recalled  that  hie  yearly  allowance  of  wood  was  to  be 
furnished  "from  and  after  he  shall  have  a  family  of  his  own 
to  provide  for,"  In  Ilovember  of  1773  he  married  Anna  3igelow 
of  Weston,  The  only  record  of  his  domestic  life  is  the 
touching  inscription  on  a  little  slate  stone  in  the  Reading 
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oemetery, 

"This  stone  is  erected  In 
Memory  of  Mrs.  Ann  Haven 
the  amiable  Consort  of  the 
Rev,  Mr.  Thomas  Haven, 
who  died  June   y®  10,1776 
in  y®  22*^  Year  of  iler  Age. 

Ho  more  shall  I  her  friendly  converse  share. 

Nor  hear  the  dictates  of  her  pious  care; 

Yet  tho'  the  bright  example  is  remov'd. 

Be  its  idea  still  rever'd  and  iov'd. 

To  imitate  her  virtue  may  I  try, 

And  on  the  path  She  mark'd  still  fix  my  eye," 

Beside  this  stone  stands  another  somewhat  larger  ,  but 

of  similar  style 

"Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
the  Rev<i«  jhomas  Haven,  the  first 
Pastor  of  the  5^   Church  in  Reading,  who 
quitted  this  scene  of  Mortality,  May  7*^^  1732. 

in  y®  39^^^  Year  of  his  Age  and  le^^^  of  his  Ministry. 

Stript  of  its  eartlily  dress  a  genius,  unfettered 

by  bigotry,  improved  by  studjf,  sanctified 

by  Religion,  enobled  bj   an  evangslio  texiiper 

enlarged  by  the  most  difusive  benevolence, 

has  taken  its  flight  to  its  native  country. 

Beloved  and  esteemed  as  a  most  worthy  character 

whose  excellent  natural  and  acquired  abilities  and 

eminent  moral  endowments  afforded  the  most 

flattorii%2  hopes  of  a  sreat  and  crowing  usefulness, bis 

exit  at  such  an  early  period,  is  sincerely  lamented 

by  all  his  acquaintances,  and  is  especially  a  most 

sorrowful  event  to  the  people  of  his  charge, 

Accordins  to  coiamon  reckoniag  by  days, 

months,  and  years,  his  death  was  premature, 

but  coniputins  human  life  by  the  advances 

made  in  knowledge,  wisdora,  piety  and  virtue 

he  lived  to  a  good  old  age," 

This  epitaph  is  said  to  have  been  composed  by  Rev,  iiir, 
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Cummlnga  of  Blllerlca, 

It  is  recorded  that  the  Parish  voted  20  pounds  for  the 
funeral  expenses  and  chose  a  comnilttee  to  make  all  arangementa , 
No  accoxjint  of  the  services  Is  given. 

The  Church  possesses  one  tangible  memorial.  The  small 
flagon  of  the  old  communion  service  bears  the  inscription 
"The  gift  of  the  Rev,  Thomas  Haven,  the  first  pastor  to  the 
Third  Church  in  Reading," 

The  town  preserves  his  name  on  one  of  its  most  traveled 
streets. 
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An  Interlude 

The  choice  of  a  successor  to  Mr,  Haven  was  not  easy. 
On  July  11th  following  his  death  the  Parish  voted  "to  appoint 
September  12th  a  day  of  fastlog  and  prayer  to  seek  direction 
in  the  choice  of  a  gospel  minister,"  The  "direction"  came 
slowly,  A   coromittee  was  chosen  to  hire  preachers  and  empowered 
to  invite  a  number  of  nei^iiborins  ministers  to  assist  on  the 
day  of  fasting  and  provide  for  entertaining  the  ministers  on 
that  day.  The  same  committee  was  instructed  "to  agree  with 
some  person  to  board  and  provide  for  the  ministers  that  preach 
during  the  time  for  which  they  are  appointed,"  Candidates 
were  given  full  opportunity  to  prove  their  ability.  Some 
were  heard  several  times  and  then  invited  to  preach  longer. 
One  was  engaged  for  twelve  days.  Three  times  the  Church  voted 
to  call  a  man.  In  two  of  these  cases  the  Parish  concurred,, 
and  the  call  was  extended  only  to  be  refused  by  the  candidate. 
In  the  third  case  the  Parish  refused  concurrence.  It  is 
reported  that  Rev,  Peter  Sanborn  said  he  believed  he  was  the 
thirty-second  candidate.  This  situation  lasted  for  more  than 
seven  years.  The  records  give  no  clue  to  the  difficulty, 
neither  explaining  why  the  two  chosen  ones  dec^-ined  noif  why 
the  people  were  so  hard  to  please. 

What  is  Icnown  from  other  sources  is  that  the  period  was 
one  of  much  theological  conflict,  Arminianism  had  taken  a 
strong  bold  in  this  section  and  good  Calvinists  were  standing 
firm  for  their  sterner  doctrines.   It  seems  a  safe  assumption 
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that  the  views  of  candidates  were  carefully  Bcrutinlzed, 

The  meiabera  of  the  Church  were  certainly  not  in  entire  a^eement. 
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Pastors   of   the    First    Eighty   Years 

1770-1850 


Rev.  Peter  Sanborn 
1790  - 1820 


Rev.  Samuel  Green 
1820  - 1823 


">» 


Rev.  Aaron  Pickett 
1833  - 1850 


No  pictures  of  the  following  pastors  could  be  found: 

Rev.  Thomas  Haven  Rev.  Jared  Reid 

1770  - 1782  1823  -  1833 


Peter  Sanborn  aricl  Calvinism 

Meanwhile  the  young  Peter  Sanborn  had  been  earnestly 
preparing  for  the  ministry.  He  was  born  in  Kingston,  N.H. 
August  15,  1766,  a  descendant  of  one  Stephen  iSachiler,  a 
minister  who  had  been  put  out  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
England  for  non-conformity,  had  come  to  this  country  by  way 
of  Holland,  and  after  several  moves  was  regularly  installed 
at  Hampton,  H.H,  in  1638,  He  was  accompanied  lay   a  widowed 
daughter,  Mrs,  John  Sanborn  and  her  sons.  One  of  her 
descendants,  !|riBtram  by  name,  settled  in  Kingston  as  a 
pioneer.  His  son  William  married  Mary  sleeper,  and  Peter 
wmft  th©  tenth  in  their  family  of  eleven  children, 

Peter's  mother  was  a  "hopeful  convert  of  Whitefield", 
and  when  a  child  he  was  often  sent  with  provisions  to  a 
destitute  widow,  who  used  to  lay  her  hand  on  his  head 
imploring  that  he  might  become  a  good  man  and  a  minis ter," 
For  this  glimpse  of  Ms  childhood  and  information  about  his 
ancestry  we  are  indebted  to  Dr,  Lyman  Whiting,  who  was  personally 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Sanborn  in  his  last  years  and  preached 
his  funeral  sermon,  in  wnich  he  incorporated  a  biographical 
sicetch.  Information  is  lacking  about  Mr.  Sanborn's  early 
education.  Me  entered  Dartmouth  College  directly  after  that 
institution  had  experienced  a  great  revival  of  religion  and 
"h©  found  all  connected  with  the  College  to  be  engaged  in 
prayer  and  praise."  He  was  swept  into  the  current  and 
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"dedicated  himself  to  God  and  in  the  ministry  of  his  9«n." 
After  his  graduation  in  1786  he  studied  theology  with  Rev. 
Ephraim  Judson  of  Taunton,  "an  able,  sound,  and  faithful 
preacher"  of  the  Hopkinsian  school  who  "bred  men  to  special 
©araestneas  ,  ,  ,  .  for  the  conversion  of  sinners." 

Throu^  a  class-mate  of  Mr,   Sanbora,  Jonathan  Strong, 
the  attention  of  the  Reading  Church  was  called  to  this  promislig 
young  man.  Dr.  Whiting  tells  us  that  a  special  messenger  was 
sent  to  his  father's  house  in  Kingston,  who  persuaded  Mr, 
Sanborn  to  return  with  him.  "The  messenger  had  been  anxiously 
waited  for.  The  man  who  lived  In  the  last  house  near  the  line 
between  Reading  and  Andover  was  watching,  and  with  a  memorable 
obeisance  came  forth  suid  saluted  them,  ^gxcoming  the  youth 
with  an  earnest  (Jod-speed,  In  the  same  suit  of  somewhat  gay 
clothes  (which  in  his  90th  year  he  minutely  described  to  me) 
in  which  he  graduated,  the  abashed  young  man  preached  his 
first  sermon  in  this  somewhat  metropolitan  town  as  it  seemed" 
in  comparison  to  his  rural  home, 

■Ihe  Church  extended  a  call  to  Mr,  Sanborn  on  September  24, 
1739,  in  which,  the  Parish  concvirred  on  October  15th  offering 
the  candidate  200  pounds  as  "incourldgement  to  settle"  and 
a  yearly  salary  of  30  pounds  plus  15  cords  of  oak  wood  and 
5  cords  of  ^ine. 

Mr.  Sanborn  replied  under  the  ^ate  January  29,1790 
"To  the  west  church  and  parish  in  Reading: 

Seriously  impressed  with 
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a  sense  of  the  events  of  Blvlne  providencs,  particularly  on© 
In  which  I  am  so  deeply  interested,  I  cannot  but  listen  to 
Ita  language , 

Zou,  my   bretliren  and  friends  of  this  church  and  congregation 
have  not  forgotten  the  day  when  the  providence  of  Qrod  extinguished 
the  lamp  -which  for  a  short  period  burnt  in  this  Grolden  Candle- 
stick; it  is  also  fresh  in  your  memories  that  in  this  dark 
and  bereaved  state  your  eyes  have  been  fixed  on  me,  you  have 
presented  me  with  a  vote  which  manifests  your  election  of  na 
to  be  your  pastor  and  to  take  charge  of  your  ohu|«ch  and  congre- 
gation. To  Bujkpress  emotions  of  gratitude  for  such  attention 
and  respect  would  be  ingratitude  itself. 

Since  you  presented  me  with  the  above  invitation  I  have 
not  been  an  inatten=fetive  observer  of  the  aspects  of  providence 
nojj  a  stranger  to  the  Throne  of  Srace,  and  that  God  who  giveth 
wisdom  to  those  who  ask  him.  My  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  the 
ministry  have  been  consulted  for  light  and  direction  in  this 
important  affair,  an  affair  which  is  not  circumscribed  by 
the  narrow  limits  of  time,  but  extends  its  consequences  forward 
Interminable  ages  beyond  the  Judgipient  Day',  I  think  I  have 
not  conferred  with  flesh  and  blood,  but  have  endeavored  to 
act  by  the  grace  of  aod  with  a  wise  reference  to  tlriat  Solemn 
Day  when  my  Srate  Master  shall  come  again  in  the  East,  the 
piercing  brightness  of  whose  eyes  will  reveal  the  secrets  of 
men's  hearts,  and  reward  or  punish  as  tiiose  deeds  shall  be. 
Impressed  with  a  sense  of  these  things  at  present  it  appears 
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to  be  my  duty  to  expend  the  talent  God  has  given  me  in  the 
work  of  the  Qosple  ministry,  and  while  I  view  your  ciroums Ranees 
providence  seems  to  apeak  the  same  language,   I  do  therefore 
with  all  humility  and  diffidence  of  my  own  etrea^th  cordially 
accept  of  your  election  and  approbation  and  consent  to  take 
the  charge  of  your  church  and  congregation,  I  shall  expect 
punctuality  in  all  your  engagements  and  must  beseech  you  by 
the  bowels  of  mercy  to  pray  for  me  without  ceasing,  that  utterance 
may  be  given  to  me  that  I  may  open  my  mouth  boldly  to  me^e 
known  the  mystery  of  the  Sosple,  that  the  Great  head  of  the 
church  would  furnish  me  every  ministerial  grace  and  qualification, 
give  me  the  wisdom  of  the  serpant  and  the  harmlessness  of  the 
dove,  that  the  father  of  mercies  would  fill  me  with  divine 
wisdom  and  knowledge  so  that  I  may  be  a  bold  and  successful 
minister  of  the  Bew  ^stament,-  and  now  my  Brethren  and  friends 
God  alffiig]":ty  bless  you  and  grant  that  we  ma^y  be  rich  mutual 
blessings  in  our  several  stations  to  each  other  while  on 
earth  and  finally  make  us  partakers  of  his  eternal  glory 
when  time  shall  be  no  longer,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ 
the  great  head  of  the  church  and  shepherd  of  souls." 

The  ordination  took  place  June  9,1790,  No  explanation 
appears  for  delaying  it  more  than  fiour  months  after  the 
letter  of  acceptance,  but  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  general 
events  moved  rather  slowly  in  those  days.  Some  of  the 
churches  invited  were  at  a  considerable  distance  and  travel 
In  the  winter  was  difficult.  The  churches  represented  were 
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KingstoiijN.H,,  Taunton,  Braintree  Third,  Reading  First  and 
Second,  A'ilmln^ton,  I^ynnfield,  Stoneham,  Woburn  and  Topsfield, 
Acoordlns  to  Dr.  Whiting  the  examination  waa  the  occasion 
of  considerable  dissaenslon.  The  pastor  of  one  of  the  Reading 
churches  withdrew  from  the  Council.  "Others  contested  the 
stringent  doctrines,  so  that  the  long  June  day  was  shedding 
its  sunset  when  the  public  services  began.  Candles  were 
brou^t  before  its  close,"  The  candidate  represented  the 
Oalvinist  view,  while  some  of  the  pastors  were  of  the 
Arminian  school  of  thought. 

The  program  of  the  service  was  as  follows; 
Prayer,   Rev.  Mr.  Seargent  of  Woburn, 
Sermon.  Rev,  Elihu  Thayer  of  Kingston, 
Charge  to  the  pastor.  Rev,  Sphraim  Judson  of  Taunton 
Right  hahd  of  fellowship.  Rev,  Mr,  Cleaveland  of 

Stoneham 
Prayer.  Rev,  Mr,  Mottee  of  Lynnfield. 
Mr,  Thayer  took  as  his  text  Jeremiah  1:17  "Thou  therefore 
gird  up  thy  loins  and  arise,  and  speak  unto  them  all  that  I 
command  thee:  be  not  dismayed  at  their  faces,  lest  I  con- 
found thee  before  them,"  The  sermon  is  extant  and  must  have 
satisfied  the  strictest  Calvinist,  To  summarize  its  contents: 
All  mankind  is  designed  for  an  endless  existence  with  a  capacity 
for  sublime  happiness.  The  only  alternative  is  endless  misery, 
Man  originally  possessed  this  happiness,  knew  his  Maker  and 
loved  him  with  all  his  heart,  but  soon  forsook  God,  Jehovah 
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began  to  display  his  .perfections  to  the  view  of  angels  and 
men  hy   exhibiting  to  their  view  a  glorious  scheme  of  redemption, 
which  had  been  an  eternal  secret  in  his  own  heart.  He  sent 
forth  ministers  to  instruct  men,  and  the  divine  goodness 
appears  in  sending  messengers  of  ^[teir  own  species,  who  would 
not  make  them  afraid.  Mankind  in  their  fallen  state  are  naturally 
afriid  of  God,  The  human  heart  is  naturally  averse  to  truth. 
The  giory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  the  sinner  stand  in 
close  connection  with  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  the  messenger,  CJod  stands  ready  to  furnish  them 
with  the  necessary  wisdom  and  strength  and  will  admit  of  no 
excuse.  The  messengers  become  the  constituted  guardians  of 
sould. 

The  business  of  the  gospel  minister  is  to  plead  the  cause 
of  God  and  vindicate  his  character  against  all  aspersions 
and  misrepresentations  of  a  revolted  world.  He  may  expect 
reproach,  if  not  persecution,  Chj^ist  and  his  apostles  suffered. 
The  gospel  is  a  system  of  truth  and  therefore  directly  crossing 
to  the  human  heart.  Those  who  hold  up  plainly  before  men  their 
total  opposition  to  God  and  his  law,  and  their  infinite  crimin- 
/ ality  and  Just  exposedness  to  eternal  wrath  together  with 
their  absolute  dependence  upon  the  sovereign  mercy  of  God, 
through  Christ  for  every  favor  and  the  minister  who  inculcates 
these  plain,  pinching,  and  soul-humbling  doctrines  must 
eatpect  to  meet  v;ith  more  or  less  opposition, 

Christ's  ministers  must  stand  ready  to  declare  what  God 
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comnanda  them.  The  honor  of  3od  Is  connected  with  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  ministerial  office.  The  llble  appears 
beautiful  when  each  part  is  viewed  in  its  connections  and 
dependencies  upon  the  rest;  so  leave  one  esaentlal  doctrine 
out  of  the  Bible  and  the  connexion  and  beautiful  consistency 
of  the  whole  is  destroyed.  Ministers  should  attend  diligently 
to  the  scheme  of  divinity  delineated  in  the  sacred  oracles  and 
acquire  a  consisteat  scheme  of  religious  knowledge.  Ministers 
are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  A  neglect  here  leaves  those  to 
whom  the  messages  are  sent  destitute  of  the  necessar-y  means 
of  instruction  and  conviction,  and  becomes  the  occasion  of 
their  eternal  ruin. 

Nothing  short  of  supreme  love  to  CJ-od  and  a  hearty  zeal 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  will  be  sufficient  to  render  the 
minister  of  the  gospel  steadfast  and  immovable  under  the 
trials  he  meets. 

The  qualified  minis tei?  is  acquainted  not  inly  with  God 
and  his  own  heart,  but  with  his  Bible,  and  understands  the 
scheme  of  religion  therein  delineated.  Hence  it-  is  a 
Divine  direction  to  the  ministers  of  Christ  to  commit  the 
gospel-ministry  to  "faithful  men  and  such  as  are  able  to 
teach  others  also,"  But  a  knowledge  of  the  sciences,  of 
history  and  of  the  languages  in  which  the  sacred  scriptures 
were  originally  written,  are  by  all  good  judges  confessedly 
Important,  In  order  to  such  an  acquaintance  with  the  sacred 
classicks  as  becomes  a  minister  of  the  gospel:  but  in  o^er 
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to  this,  a  man  must  be  poBsesaed  of  a  good  natural  capacity. 
Without  this  no  man  in  the  short  term  of  a  few  years  can 
acquire  such  a  fund  of  speculative  knowledge,  as  the  instructive 
minister  is  supposed  to  possess. 

The  address  to  the  new  minister  is  largely  a  personal 
application  of  what  has  gone  before.  "Take  heed  to  your  heart, 
to  your  head,  to  your  lips:  see  to  it  that  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  way  in  which  you  are  to  lead  others  -  seels  diligently, 
carefully  and  prayerfully  ^o  know  the  truth,  and  to  feel  the 
efficacy  of  it  upon  your  ovin   heart.  Embrace  all  advantages 
for  intellectual  improvement,  that  your  tongue  may  be  like 
the  pen  of  a  ready  writer;  and  remember  that  you  are  not  only 
to  preach  but  to  live  religion,  delineate  your  doctrines  in 
a  humble,  holy  and  devout  life," 

A.nd  to  the  Church:  "Consider  the  arduous  nature  of  his 
work  and  the  many  difficulties.  Remember  he  is  but  a  man 
and  will  need  all  the  assistance  you  can  give  him,  A.nd 
never  be  guilty  of  the  impiety  of  thinking,  or  treating  him 
as  an  enemy  for  telling  you  the  truth,  though  directly  crossing 
all  the  natural  bias sea  of  the  human  heart,  for  he  is  to  come 
to  you,  not  In  his  own  name,  but  in  the  name  of  Christ.  He 
is  to  deliver  not  his  own  messages,  but  the  messages  of 
Christ,  And  Christ  will  consider  himself  as  being  treated 
by  you,  as  you  treat  his  minister," 

Such  were  the  doctrines  and  ideals  that  Peter  Sanborn 
brought  to  the  beginning  of  his  ministry. 
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The  same  day  he  was  received  into  membership  la  the  Church 
from  Xln,3ston. 

The  Phineas  Parker  house  after  Mr,  Haven's  death  was  bou^jt 
back  by  the  i-arish  from  Mr.  'A'illiam  Haven,   In  November  after 
the  ordination  the  Parish  voted  to  sell  to  Mr.  Sanborn  the 
parsonage,  the  ruins  of  the  old  barn,  boards  to  cover  a  new 
bam,  broui^ht  to  the  spot,  for  300  pounds,  Mr,  Sanborn 
relinquishing  a  years'  wood,  and  on  the  other  hand  stipulating 
that  he  be  allowed  the  rent  for  the  current  year  and  that  in 
case  of  a  road  being  laid  out  through  his  land  the  Parish  put 
up  a  fence.  Here  Mr,  Sanborn  lived  during  his  long  ministry 
and  for  thirty-seven  years  after  its  close, 

Mr,  Sanborn's  preaching  was  strongly  evangelistic.  Soon 
after  his  ordination  a  great  revival  movement  began  which 
lasted  about  two  years.  This  vias   followed  by  a  second  eight 
years  later.  Three  of  his  sermons  preached  in  Newburyport 
during  this  time  were  printed,  and  Dr.  Whiting,  who  had  read 
them,  made  the  comment  that  "few  sermons  of  that  day  were  so 
vital  with  earnestness  and  pungency."  A  third  revival  cam© 
about  1810,  These  awakenings  seem  a  part  of  a  movement  which 
statfesd  in  Hew  England  after  a  time  of  religious  indifference 
follov\'ing  the  Revolution,  and  in  which  Mr.  Sanborn's  influence 
was  probably  considerable.  Dr.  Shiting  considers  that  he 
reached  the  summit  of  his  success  in  this  work. 

Several  of  Ivir,  Sanborn's  ssrmons  are  said  to  have  been 
printed,  but  only  one  has  come  to  light.  That  was  preached 

54 


J  J 


before  the  Massachusetts  Mlsslonai'y  Society  at  their  annual 
meeting,  May  30,  1315,  Thje  text  is  found  in  Oenesie  22:16-13, 
"By   myself  have  I  sworn,  saith  the  Lord,  for  because  thou  hast 
done  this  thing,  and  hast  not  withheld  thy  son,  tblne  only  son; 
that  in  blessing  I  will  bless  thee;  and  in  multiplying  I  will 
multiply  thy  seed,  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  as  the  sand 
which  is  upon  the  seashore,  and  thy  seed  shall  possess  that 
gate  of  his  enemies,  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed." 

From  the  promises  to  Abraham  is  drawn  the  following 
Doctrine,  Ihe  extent  and  perpetuity  of  the  Ab^amlc  covenant 
furnishes  abundant  cause  for  Missionary  exertions .  The 
argument  is  summed  up  as  follows:  All  the  promises  given  to 
Abraham  had  been  formed  into  a  covenant.  The  oath  of  God  on 
this  oocaalon  pledged  the  honor  of  his  whole  name  as  surety 
for  the  fulfilment.  ■  The  covenant  is  that  aospel  net  v/hich 
is  ultimately  to  encompass  all  the  nations  and  families  of 
the  earth;  and  its  perpetuity  will  be  Gommenaurate  with 
eternity.  This  Is  established  by  quoting  at  length  the 
promises  to  Abraham  and  Isaac,  and  the  references  to  them 
by  David  and  Isaiah,  the  words  of  Paul,  and  prophecy  of 
Daniel,  and  the  prophetic  vision  of  John  in  Revelations, 

This  covenant  furnisheift  abundant  cause  for  missionary 
exertions.  There  is  the  certainty  of  success,  "the  promise 
of  Jehovah,  the  seal  of  heaven,  and  this  confirjied  by  the 
oath  of  Sod  that  this  covenant  shall  ultimately  draw  all 
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nations  to  the  oross;  gather  them  Into  one  vast  assembly, 
on  the  mountlzion,  the  city  of  the  living  God,-  where  the  Lamb 
himself  shall  feed  them  and  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of 
water."  "And  need  I  address  you,  as  (»od  addressed  Abraham, 
'Arise  and  walk  through  the  land  in  the  length  of  it  and  in 
the  breadth  of  it.  And  begin  to  possess  it.'" 

"Shall  I  asic  you  to  examine  the  history  of  men;  to  notice 
the  character  and  conduct  of  our  fallen  x^ce;  to  accompany 
the  traveller  to  all  aations,  and  the  isles  of  the  sea;  to 
examine  the  temples,  the  customs  and  rites  of  the  pagan  world,- 
see  the  fire  or  a  stone  worshipped  by  the  poor  Indians  of 
America-  the  sun  or  moon  by  the  wandering  Tartar  of  Asla-a 
river  or  a  beast  by  the  Gentoo  of  India-a  toad  or  a  serpent 
by  the  Hottentot  of  Africa.  Behold  the  crowds  of  bewildered 
pilgrims  travelling  to  the  temples  of  Rome,  of  Mecca,  of  the 
Lamas,  of  Juggernaut,  or  to  the  banks  of  the  Q-anges-visit 
their  pagodas  and  their  funeral  piles-look  around  the  courts 
of  papal  inquisitors-observe  the  condition  of  the  Jews,  and 
the  fiercer  passions  exhibited  tiirough  fleets  and  armies  in 
their  dreadful  conflicts,  .  *  .  .  Then  open  the  book  of  Ood, 
and  learn  ....  that  the  GotUiiiand  of  Christ  is  binding  on 
all  his  diacipiea  *Qo   preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature' ; 
that  there  is  a  day  of  .ludgmeat;  a  neaven  for  the  righteous; 
a  hell  for  the  unholy;  that  these  awful  alternatives  are 
suspended  on  the  deeds  done  in  the  body," 

"Whatever  obstacles,  to  mere  human  view,  may  lie  in  the 
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way  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant,  still 
those  who  believe  in  the  faithfulness  of  3od  have  no  cause 
to  despond,"  "The  lon^  delay  ought  not  to  paralyze  exertion. 
For  one  day  with  the  Lord  is  as  a  thousand  years  and  a  thousand 
years  as  one  day."  "We  must  begin  at  home  ....  and  give 
up  our  households  to  the  Lord.  ...  In  this  way  we  are  to 
co-operate  with  G-od  to  carry  his  promise  into  full  effect." 

"Perhaps  we  have  little  reason  to  conclude  the  millenium 
will  commence  for  near  two  centuries  to  come,  .  .  ,  And  in 
view  of  the  present  state  of  the  nations,  there  seems  little 
reason  for  a  different  opinion." 

"But,  to  conclude,  the  contribution  on  this  occasion  will 
for  a  moment  claim  your  attention.  And  what  will  you  .:^ive? 
Yonder  sits  the  Saviour  'over  against  the  treasury'.'   He  sits 
there  to  observe  the  rich  man' 8  liberal  donation  and  the  poor 
widow' s  mite '. " 

"3y  the  transactions  of  this  evening  you  become  workers 
together  with  3od,  who  in  his  own  time,  will  roll  on  that 
glorious  day,  when  'the  morning  stars  shall  again  sing  to- 
gether, and  all  the  sons  of  Sod  shall  shout  for  joy'  Amen." 

These  quotations  better  describe  Mr,  Sanborn  as  a  preacher 
than  any  comment  that  could  be  written. 

In  an  account  of  this  period  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
pass  over  entirely  the  matter  of  church  discipline,  which  is 
well  known  to  have  been  no  empty  form.  Seven  cases  are 
recorded  during  Mr.  Sanborn's  pastorate,  the  charges  including 
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absence  frotD  com'i.njinion,  violation  of  the  seventh  commandment, 
"a  course  of  the  intemperate  use  of  strons  drink  and  for 
walking  disorderly  to  the  grief  of  some  of  the  brethren,  to 
the  dishonor  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and. so  as  to  give  the 
enemy  cause  to  spealc  reproachfully,"  There  were  four  steps 
to  be  taken,  based  on  the  authority  of  Matthew  13:15-17, 
First  the  jjerson  making  complaint  should  30  privately  to  the 
offender.   If  he  could  not  convince  him  of  his  error,  he 
should  go  a  second  time,  taking  one   or  two  others  with  him. 
This  effort  failing,  the  matter  should  be  brouslit  before  the 
church.  In   1790  the  church  voted  that  in  future  they  would 
not  pay  any  attention  to  any  article  of  charge  "\inless 
presented  in  writing  and  the  person  or  persons  accused 
timely  served  with  a  copy  of  the  same,"  If  the  accused  gave 
satisfactory  evidence  of  sincere  repentance,  he  was  "received 
into  their  former  charity,"  Sometimes  Judgment  was  post- 
poned, the  church  '^ent  into  a  labor"  in  the  effort  to  reform 
the  sinner,  and  a  period  of  probation  was  granted.  The  case 
might  drag  on  for  years  with  repeated  meetings  in  the  effort 
to  gain  satisfactory  results.  Finally,  if  all  endeavors 
failed,  a  vote  of  excision  was  taken,  and  the  excommunicated 
was  held  "as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican,"  Of  the  seven 
cases  referred  to  three  were  excommunicated. 

To  go  into  the  details  of  all  these  cases  would  be  in  no 
way  desirable,  but  one  had  snoh  far-reaching  consequences 
and  is  so  illustrative  of  the  time  that  some  account  of  It 


seems  worlWi  while.  On  April  S3,  1306  Rev.  Peter  Sanborn 
brought  charges  against  James  Nichols:  "1st,  for  publishing 
a  private  affair  which  might  and  ou^ht  to  have  been  kept 
private;  8nd,  for  not  doing  the  will  of  Christ  in  dealing 
with  me  as  pointed  out  in  the  18th  chapter  of  Matthew;  3rd, 
for  withdrawing  Ghjrlgtian  fellowship  till  he  had  taken  Oospel 
methods  to  gain  me,  as  directed  Matthew  18th."  What  the 
private  affair  was  does  not  appear  in  the  records,  and  no 
explanation  of  it  has  been  found.  The  case  became  the  sub- 
ject of  much  discussion  at  various  meetings.  At  a  meeting 
on  September  1st  Mr,  Nichols  asked  that  a  neighboring  minister 
might  preside  as  moderator.  This  was  refused,  as  was  also 
a  proposal  by  one  of  the  deacons  to  call  in  three  neighboring 
ministers.  "After  a  long  and  painful  course  of  labors"  it 
was  voted  "in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  cut  him  off  from  all  the  privileges  and  relations  of  this 
church  and  leave  him  as  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican," 

After  vi'niGh   it  was  voted  to  keep  a  day  of  Pasting  and 
Prayer  on  September  19th. 

But  the  Nichols  case  did  not  end  there.  The  next  year 
certain  "agrisved  brethren"  petilioned  for  a  council  and 
presented  a  statement  of  the  points  in  which  the  church  was 
in  error,  "l3t,In  suffering  so  small  a  matter  to  be  brought 
before  the  church;  2nd,  That  the  Pastor  ...  .a  party 
concerned  should  preside  as  moderator  and  scribe;  3rd,  That 
the  church  committee  was  not  directed  to  look  into  both 
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parties;  4th,  In  vdting  said  Nichols  not  a  meet  commtmlcant 
with  any  church  before  they  had  determined  the  case;  5th,  In 
passing  the  excommimicatin"  vote  when  so  few  members  were 
present  and  at  a  late  hour,"  The  petition  was  not  granted. 

This  affair  dragged  on  for  about  six  years  with  many 
meetings  and  much  discussion.  The  "agrieved  brethren" 
alrrangedan  ©x  parte  council,  which  convened  at  Col.  Nathan 
Parker's,  The  church  on  learning  that  their  decision  was 
favorable  to  Mr,  Nichols,  notified  "the  three  churches,  who 
by  their  pastors  and  delegates  voted  to  receive  ftames  Nichols 
that  we  are  disatlsfied  with  them  for  such  conduct  and  pray 
for  Christian  satisfaction  for  the  same,"  The  three  churches 
were  woburn.  North  Reading,  and  Billerica.  The  only  reply 
received  was  from  Woburn,  and  that  was  voted  unsatlsjITaGtory, 
Meanwhile  James  Nichols  had  been  received  into  communion  by 
the  North  Reading  Church  and  all  the  evidence  indicates  that 
he  was  a  highly  ea4.4iable  citizen. 

In  1821  an  invitation  was  received  from  the  Woburn  Church 
to  be  represented  at  an  ordination.   It  then  appeared  that 
this  church  had  a  diiffficulty  of  about  fifteen  years  standing 
with  that  church  because  of  their  part  in  this  ex  parte 
council.  So  committees  had  to  be  chosen  "and  after  a  few 
minutes  of  friendly  consultation  the  matter  was  settled  to 
the  great  Joy  and  satisfaction  of  both  parties." 

The  breach  thus  caused  with  the  North  Reading  church  was 
not  healed  until  1350,  when  the  decision  of  a  joint  Oommittee 

60 


was  accepted  "that  whereas  the  churches  are  now  In  fellowship 
In  spirit,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  each  that  there  be  fellow- 
ship in  forqi,  therefore  it  is  unanimously  recommended  by  the 
committee  of  the  two  churches  they  represent  that  they  hence- 
forth recognizse  each  other  as  sister  churches,"  This  was  a 
great  step  in  advance,  for  in  1637  the  Third  Church  had 
answered  an  invitation  from  the  North  Reading  Church  with  th« 
demand  "that  they  acknowledge  that  their  act  in  receiving 
many  years  ago  into  their  church  a  person  who  had  been  ex- 
communicated from  this  church  was  wrons.  contrary  to  the  order 
of  the  churches,  and  that  tSey  will  do  so  no  more."  "Behold 
how  great  a  matter  a  Xtttle  fire  kftndleth',  " 

About  1312  the  need  of  a  larger  meeting-house  was  felt 
and  the  question  of  whether  to  enlarge  the  original  structure 
or  build  a  new  one  was  for  some  time  under  consideration. 
This  seems  to  have  been  in  part  at  least  decided  by  the 
hurricane  of  the  fall  of  1815,  In  October  of  that  year  a 
committee,  of  which  John  Weston  was  chairman,  was  chosen  to 
estimate  the  expense  6f  a  new  building  and  the  saving  possible 
at  that  time  by  using  the  large  amount  of  timber  and  board 
logs  which  had  been  blown  down  in  the  Parish  wood-lots. 

This  committee  visited  t*©  recently  erected  meeting- 
houses, one  in  Wilmington  and  one  in  Woburn,  They  recommended 
the  latter  as  a  model,  though  later  on  a  cupola  similar  to 
Wilmington  was  advised.  It  was  estimated  that  a  house  55 
feet  in  width,  60  feet  in  length  with  a  projection  of  6  feet 


by  34  feet  and  30  foot  posts  could  be  built  for  $7000.  In 
Wobum  the  total  amount  of  "sails  of  pews"  was  |;11000,  a 
net  saving  to  the  society  of  $4000.  Examination  of  the 
Parish  wood-lots  convinced  them  thaJb  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  necessary  timber  was  already  down  and  that  the  rest 
was  readily  available. 

In  November  of  ldl5  It  was  voted  to  build.  The  site 
chosen  was  that  of  the  present  Old  South  Methodist  Church, 
and  in  planning  careful  consideration  was  given  to  the  location 
of  that  indepensable  adjunct  of  an  old  New  England  meeting- 
house, the  "horse-housea." 

In  the  spring  of  1316  the  committee  reported  that  the 
Parish  had  on  hand  nearly  enough  timber  and  common  boards 
and  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  house  might  be  commenced 
in  March  or  April  of  1317  and  completed  in  the  same  year. 
Evidently  no  unseasoned  wood  was  to  go  into  the  structure. 

Meanwhile  details  of  location  and  plan  were  considered 
and  reconsidered  including  the  arrangement  of  pews,  which 
was  the  subject  of  such  difference  of  opinion  that  a  dis- 
interested person,  Col,  Baldwin  of  Wobum,  was  called  in  to 
make  the  decision.  Should  there  be  long  or  square  pews  or 
some  of  each  type?  The  arbiter  recommended  tha  Woburn  plan, 
namely,  all  long  pews  in  the  body  of  the  house  and  square 
against  the  walls,  which  was  adopted. 

Three  agents  were  chosen  to  superintend  and  build  the 
meeting-house  and  transact  all  business  concerning  it,  Edmund 
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Parker,  Esq.,  Mr.  Amos  Parker,  and  Captain  Caleb  Wakefield, 
To  these  three  were  later  added,  Captain  Jonathan  Weston, 
Mr,  John  Bachellor,  Lieutenant  Aaa  Parker,  and  i&r.   Eben  D, 
Symonds,  the  seven  constituting  a  ooaunlttee  to  "mature  a 
plan  for  said  meetlns-houae,"  It  was  not  thought  best  to 
have  a  hall  In  the  meeting-houae,  but  the  oellar  wall  was 
ralsGd  high  enough  to  allow  for  on©  should  It  be  desired 
later. 

In  Sapteaiber  of  1817  it  tras  voted  to  prooi*'e  a  bell,  and 
a  oomralttee  was  ohosen  to  find  out  what  else  would  be  suitable. 
The  report  was  In  favor  of  one  irelj^bdag  between  1000  and  1100 
poui^s.  The  meeting-house  agents  with  the  assistance  of  a 
oommlttee  of  el^t  were  authorized  to  procure  such  a  bell 
in  season  to  be  put  up  the  same  fail,  Before  the  end  of 
the  year  the  Parish  assessors  were  appointed  "to  take  oare 
and  wring  the  bell  till  March  annual  meeting  next,"  For 
many  years  after  one  article  in  the  Parish  annual  warrant 
related  to  provision  for  ringing  the  bell  in  addition  to  the 
oare  of  the  meeting-house. 

In  January  of  laia  a  plan  was  adopted  for  meeting  the 
cost  of  the  building,  IJhis  was  to  be  appraieed  on  the  pews, 
which  ^ere  to  b©  sold  at  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder, 
the  pews  to  b©  put  up  at  their  "apprii'sissieht,''  The  terms  of 
payment  were  ten  percent  on  the  day  of  sale,,  twenty  per  cent 
la  six  months,  twenty  more  in  one  year,  and  the  remainder  In 
two  equal  Installments  two  and  three  years  from  the  time  of 
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sale.   If  the  terras  were  not  met,  the  pews  were  to  be  sold 
again.  Deeds  were  given  to  the  owners.  The  proceeds  of  the 
sale  were  reported  to  amount  to  $10,626.25,  and  the  cost  of 
the  house,  including  the  value  of  the  material  furnished  by 
the  Parish  estimated  at  |900,  was  reckoned  at  |9743.  After 
the  final  settlement  a  balance  of  |2493,42  was  left  as  an 
accumulating  fund. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  building  of  this  meeting- 
house was  entirely  Parish  business,  No  mention  of  it  occurs 
in  the  records  of  Church  meetings.  At  a  Parish  meeting  on 
February  16,1313  a  committee  was  chosen  to  request  Rev.  Mr. 
Sanborn  to  go   into  the  new  meeting-house  to  perform  public 
worship  at  the  dedication  and  afterwards.  After  an  adjourn- 
ment of  thitty  minutes  the  committee  reported  that  Mr.  Sanborn 
was  ready  at  any  time  when  the  Parish  requested.  No  account 
of  the  dedication  has  been  found,  but  doubtless  there  was  a 
fitting  ceremony. 

Then  came  the  question  of  disposing  of  the  old  meeting- 
house, which  must  have  obstructed  seriously  the  view  of  the 
beautiful  new  building.  It  was  put  up  at  public  auction  on 
March  51st,  when  "Bsq.  Parker"  bid  it  off  for  ^280,  He  and 
others  wished  the  Parish  to  purchase  it  for  public  uses, 
which  the  Parish  did  on  the  same  day,  Mr,  John  Damon  offered 
the  Parish  a  half  acre  of  land,  on  condition  that  the  Parish 
move  said  house  onto  it  and  appropriate  it  to  public  uses. 
This  lot  was  on  Union  Street,  the  site  ®f  the  later  Union 
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street  School.  To  it  the  first  meetlng-hous©  was  moved. 
The  upper  part  was  made  into  a  hall,  named  Union  Hall,  where 
Pariah  meetings  were  held  formany  years.  The  lower  part  was 
appropriated  for  school  purposes,  and  finally  the  whole  build- 
ing became  a  school-house.  Two  primary  grades  were  housed  on 
the  street  floor  and  the  "third  grammar"  (now  about  fifth  grade) 
upstairs.  To  make  room  for  the  more  moderii  school  building 
the  old  meeting-house  was  moved  a  second  time  to  Haven  Street, 
where  it  was  finally  destroyed  by  fire, 

Just  when  dissatisfaction  with  Mr,  Sanborn's  ministry  was 
manifested  does  not  appear  from  the  records.  Dr.  Whiting 
believed  "that  the  effect  of  religious  excitement  undermined 
habits  of  patient  continuous  study,"  and  tells  us  that  "this 
most  pungent  and  rousing  preacher  of  all  the  region  began  to 
"be  complained  of  as  failing  to  engage  the  Interest  of  his 
hearers." 

It  cannot  have  been  long  after  the  dedication  of  the  new 
meeting-house  that  Mr,  Sanborn's  health  broke  under  the  strain 
of  his  intense  and  arduous  labors.  The  first  mention  of  this 
in  the  records  is  a  vote  of  the  Parish  on  March  4, 1319  that 
a  comiulttee  be  instructed  to  inquire  of  Mv,   Sanborn  respect- 
ing his  health  and  whether  there  was  any  prospect  of  his  being 
able  to  preach  at  present.  The  committee  reported  that  he 
gave  no  encouragement.  Accordingly  arrangements  were  made 
to  hire  preaching  for  six  months,  if  necessary. 

In  July  of  the  same  year  a  committee  chosen  by  the  Church 
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to  consider  the  situation  reported  as  follows:  "Whereas 
Grod  In  his  great  goodness  and  love  to  this  people  has  .  .  . 
continued  for  many  years  the  life  and  health  of  Rev,  Peter 
Sanborn  and  has  blessed  -his  labors  ♦  .  ,  .  although  we  have 
been  happy  under  his  ministry  for  many  years,  yet  God  .  ,  ,  , 
has  seen  fit  to  afflict  this  people  for  their  manifest  sins 
and  transsressions  ,  ,  .  .depriving  us  of  the  services  of 
our  dear  Pastor  by  infirmities,  and  such  is  the  complicated 
trials  and  difficulties  of  minister  and  people  that  we  are 
solemnly  impressed  .  ,  ,  that  it  would  be  for  the  honor  and 
glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  for  the  good  of  both  minister 
and  people  that  the  connection  .  ,  .  .should  as  soon  as 
practicable  be  dissolved," 

Some  objections  to  the  report  were  raised,  partly  on 
technical  grounds  regarding  the  choice  of  the  committee  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Sanborn  ax  to  conditions  on  which  he  would 
be  willing  "to  take  up  his  connection"  as  their  pastor.  He 
replied  as  follows {"Grentlemen:  if  the  Parish  have  any  pro- 
posals to  make  to  the  undersigned,  after  a  candid  perusal 
he  will  give  an  answer  in  writing." 

With  this  comraenced  months  of  wrangling,  A  mutual 
council  was  proposed,  but  an  agreement  about  it  could  not 
be  reached. 

The  last  of  March  the  Church  chose  a  committee  to  make 
a  statement  of  their  views  of  the  difficulties.  On  April 
4th  the  Church  voted  that  it  was  expedient  that  these  views 
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should  be  stated  to  the  pastor. 

The  Church  ^vas  not  unanimous  in  this  action  and  at  an 
Important  meeting  on  April  14th  listened  to  a  protest  presented 
by  a  minority,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  taken: 
1st  fe  view  with  grief  and  sorrow  of  heart  the  acceptance  of 
a  report  (of  a  committee)  by  this  Church  for  dismissing  Mr, 
Sanborn  after  the  reason  made  use  of  for  dismissing  him  was 
removed , 

2nd  We  extremely  regret  the  fixed  determination  of  a  majority 
of  this  Church  to  dismiss  Mr,  Ssmborn  without  (as  we  humbly 
believe)  a  sufficient  reason. 

3rd  We  have  sought,  but  sought  in  vain,  for  one  sentence  in 
the  word  of  God  to  Justify  this  Church  in  dismissing  Mr, 
Sanborn  in  the  decline  of  life,  when  his  youthful  days  have 
been  spent  in  moat  peculiar  exertions  for  their  spiritual 
benefits, 

4th  Our  feelings  are  very  much  wounded  when  we  take  into 
view  that  the  time  selected  to  begin  the  contest  was  when 
his  soul  was  pierced  with  the  keenest  distress  hj   the  sick- 
ness and  death  of  hia  bosom  companion,  together  with  many  of 
his  neighbors  and  intimate  acquaintance, 

5th  We  candidly  acknowledge  our  decided  disapprobation  of 
the  Church  maturing  their  plans  for  dismission  at  a  time  when 
(in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  distress)  his  bodily  and  mental 
infirmities  were  so  great  as  to  unfit  him  for  his  self-defence. 

After  the  most  careful  attention  to  the  whole  process,  we 

67 


do  humbly  give  it  as  our  opinion  that  Instead  of  tlie  afore- 
said conduct  it  was  the  duty  of  every  person  to  pray  for,  to 
console,  and  comfort  our  Pastor  in  this  his  most  peculiar  and 
trying  situation. 

6th  Aftor  the  most  candid  (and  as  we  humbly  hope)  prayerful 
examination  of  the  whole  affair,  we  can  find  no   cause  or 
reason  sufficient  (in  our  opinion)  for  dismissing  Mr,  Sanborn 
from  his  pastoral  charge  over  this  Church  and  people.  But  if 
the  Church  feel  that  they  are  doing  God  service  in  pursuing 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  the  above  purpose  we 
have  no  anathemas  to  deal  out  against  the  Church,  but  submit 
the  whole  affair  to  the  decision  of  that  lod  who  seeth  not 
as  man  seeth,  ..,...,,  ..... 

At  least  we  have  openly  and  (we  hope)  candidly  stated  our 
objections  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Church  and  we  sincerely 
believe  their  conduct  in  the  aforesaid  affair  to  be  radically 
wrong. 

That  we  may  all  so  conduct  in  this  life,  as  to  be  accepted 

by  our  Heavenly  Father,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  is 

the  fervent  prayer  of  your  distressed  and  much  aggrieved 

Brothers  in  Christ. 

Reading,  ilpril  13,1320 

Phineas  Sweetser  Daniel  Chute 

Ezra  Sweetser  Aaron  Macintire 

Williai:!  Parl^er  Levi  Macintire 

Aaron  Parker  Asa  Richardson 

Jabea  D.  Parker  Joseph  .sheeler 

Aaron  Parker,  Jr.  John  iJarr 

Luther  Parker  Caleb  Wakefield 
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Next  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Church  was  accepted. 

This  was  a  statement  of  the  "difficulties  now  subsisting  between 

the  Church  and  their  Pastor," 

"1st  That  our  Rev.  Pastor  has  for  many  years  manifested  an 

undue  desire  for  this  world's  goods  in  several  particulars, 

especially  in  one  instance  he  has  been  so  imprudent  as  to  suffer 

himself  to  be  overtaken  in  violating  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth 

against  excessive  usury,  thereby  wounding  the  Redeemer's  cause. 

"2nd  That  he  has  been  ao  imprudent  in  his  walk  before  the 

people  of  his  charge  by  word  and  deed  and  neglecting  his  pastoral 

duties  as  to  have  lost  his  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 

people,  especially  of  the  youth,  that  unless  the  unhappy 

difficulties  are  soon  removed  w©  have  reason  to  fear  much 

evil  will  follow  to  the  great  grief  of  the  friends  of  the 

meeli  and  lowly  Jesus." 

Reading,  A,pril  13,1320,    John  Weston     ) 

Daniel  Temple    ) 
Jonathan  Baldwin  )-  Committee 
John  Damon      ) 
Joanthan  Temple  ) 

Mr,  Sanborn's  reply  was  then  heard: 

"Brethren!  you  must  be  sensible  when  a  person  is  address- 
ing an  interested  and  opposing  party,  he  cannot  have  the  most 
cheering  hope  of  success;  but  appealing  to  human  candour  and 
Christian  feeling  I  am  not  without  hope  of  removing  some  of 
the  disagreeable  feelings  which  are  expressed  towards  ine  in 
that  statement  of  difficulties. 

"J  reply  to  the  first  idea  in  your  statement,  worldly- 
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mlndednesa;  in  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ,  I 
would  say  -  That  I  have  had  an  undue  desire  for  this  world's 

-riot 

goods  In  several  instances  I  shall^at tempt  to  deny,  and  when- 
ever suoh  undue  desire  has  existed,  I  wish  to  be  humble  before 
3-od  and  this  Church  and  pray  to  be  forgive  a  by  both.  In  answer 
to  your  second  idea  in  your  first  article,  I  can  truly  say 
I  had  not  the  most  distant  thought  of  violating  a  law  of  the 
Commonwealth;  as  to  the  supposed  transaction  to  which  you 
allude,  whatever  money  I  might  have  received,  I  did  not 
consider  as  usury,  but  compensation  for  damages.  This  state- 
ment is  according  to  my  best  recollection;  though  I  am  now 
fully  of  the  opinion,  and  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  many 
of  my  acquaintance  who  were  most  particularly  conversant 
with  me  at  that  time,  that  the  state  of  my  mind  was  such  as 
to  disqualify  me  for  transacting  any  business.  I  would  further 
state  that  it  was  very  unexpected  to  hear  a  statement  of  diffi- 
culties of  this  Kind   from  the  committee  of  this  Church,  when 
it  is  well  known  this  Parish  directly  countenanced  giving 
excessive  usury  in  a  late  transaction;  and  the  pew-holders 
are  now  paying  more  than  six  per  cent  yearly  -  yet  it  rsevsr 
entered  my  mind  that  there  was  a  violation  of  the  law  ©i^; 
God  or  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth,  More 
especially  as  I  never  heard  any  person  In  this  Parish  at  the 
time,  either  citizen  or  church  member  hint  either  at  the 
illegality,  immorality  or  Impiety  of  the  above  transaction, 
"As  to  the  second  article  in  your  statement,  it  Is  ex- 
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pressed  in  suoh  general  terras  that  I  cannot  maVce  a  very 
definite  reply.  As  to  your  first  idea  of  imprudent  walk 
before  the  people  of  my  charge  in  word  and  deed,  I  do  most 
freely  and  heartily  confess  that  3-6  many  and  aggravated  have 
been  ray  imprudences  that  I  do  as  I  trust  beg  my  God  and  the 
dear  people  of  my  charge,  of  the  aged  and  especially  of  the 
youth  to  fortiive  all  my  imprudences:  and  that  I  may  have  such 
an  abiding  sense  of  them  myself  all  the  way  from  this  to  my 
dying  hour  as  to  be  always  praying,  *Lord,  Jesus  forgive  me' 
and  that  my  last  prayer  may  be  'Lord,  tave  me  or  I  perish,' 

"As  to  my  neglect  of  pastoral  duties,  X  did  hope  to  escape 
censure  from  every  candid  and  sympathetic  mind  when  for  so 
many  years  I  had  unreservedly  declared  I  had  become  so  worn 
down  by  supernumerary  labors  in  revivals  of  religion,  esp*c- 
ially  in  the  last,  that  I  was  utterly  unable  to  do  as  I  had 
done,  or  what  ought  to  be  done  for  a  people  so  increased  and 
so  ready  to  hear  the  precious  truths  of  tbe  Gospel,  till  I 
had  retired  into  some  solitary  place  for  rest  and  refresh- 
ment after  such  long  and  uninterKupted  labors.  But  what 
assistance  was  afforded  till  the  day  I  sank  under  accumulated 
labors  and  sufferings,  till  I  could  do  no  more,  I  leave  to 
your  own  reflections, 

"As  to  worldly-mlndedness,  I  acknowledge  I  find  it 
difficult  to  draw  the  line  between  this  and  the  duty  I  owe 
to  my  family.  An  Apostle  said  *He  that  provided  not  for  his 
own  hath  denied  the  faith  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel,' 
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And  when  the  church  at  Corinth  did  not  support  him  while 
preaching  to  them,  he  labored,  working  with  his  own  hands; 
these  hands  have  administered  to  my  necessities  for  the  same 
reason.   It  Is  needless  to  mention  the  very  great  depreciation 
of  the  real  value  of  my  salary  for  more  than  twenty  years  past, 
the  Increasing  expense  of  my  family,  the  growlnr^  numbers  and 
popularity  of  the  place,  which  has  much  Increased  my  expenses, 
together  with  repeated  revivals  of  religion,  which  brought 
much  company  and  expense  upon  mej  it  seems  almost  needless 
to  mention  these  things,  as  an  apology  for  any  part  of  my 
apparent  worldiy-mlndedness . 

"3ut  that  we  may  bear  each  others  burdens  and  so  fulfill 
the  law  of  Christ  is,  bretrren,  the  prayer  of  your  brother 
and  servant  in  the  ministry  of  Christ. 
Reading,  April  14,1820,  Peter  Sanborn. 

The  Church  voted,  nineteen  to  fourteen,  that  the  Pastor's 
reply  was  not  satisfactory. 

In  support  of  Mr,  Sanborn's  defence  against  the  charge 
of  an  undue  desire  for  this  world's  goods  an  item  from  the 
Parish  report  for  March  1816  may  be  quoted.  On  darch  3th 
It  was  voted  to  pay  him  |400,  At  an  adjourned  meeting  March 
18th  this  vote  was  reconsidered  and  only  his  stated  salary 
of  eighty  pounds,  or  |j866,67,  was  allowed  him  together  with 
the  income  of  the  pews  owned  by  the  Parish,  amounting  In  all 
to  |345,17.  Even  the  no  doubt  apfreclated  addition  of  the 
annual  twenty  cords  of  wood  could  hardly  have  made  this  sum 
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sufficient  for  a  man  whose  family  at  that  time  probably 
numbered  at  least  eight. 

After  efforts  to  agree  on  a  mutual  council  had  failed, 
the  Parish  committee  that  had  been  in  conference  with  Mr. 
Sanborn  reported  that  two  remedied  were  left,  either  an 
ex  parte  council  or  that  the  Parish  declare  its  contract 
with  Mr.  Sanborn  dissolved.  The  latter  was  recommended  and 
justified  by  the  claim  that  the  pastor's  conduct  had  been 
such  that  he  had  forfeited  his  office.  The  charges  made 
were  "neslect  of  parochial  duties,  immoral  conduct,  and 
flagrant  unsuitableness  of  Character  in  his  habitual  walk 
before  the  people  of  his  charge,  both  in  word  and  deed." 
These  charges  are  nowhere  made  definite  and  whatever  form 
of  Immorality  was  meant,  no  record  has  been  found  that 
would  in  any  way  substantiate  the  charge.  Dr.  Whiting 
tells  us  that  he  was  subjected  to  that  most  contemptible 
form  of  attack,  namely  that  letters  without  signature  were 
dropped  at  his  door. 

The  report  of  the  Parish  committee,  which  is  quoted 

above,  closed  with  the  rscommenAatlon  that  the  Parish 

Choose  a  committee  of  five  "to  close  the  meeting-house" 

again^  Mr,  Sanborn,  settle  with  him  the  terms  of  his 

leaving  the  Society  and  engage  a  supply  for  the  pulpit. 

This  report  was  dated  April  27,1320  and  signed  by 

John  Weston     ) 

Jonathan  V.'eston  ) 

Edmand  Parlcer   )  Committee 

Ephraim  Weston  ) 

Abijah  Weston   ) 
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The  Pariah  accepted  th«  recommendation  by  a  vote  of 
fitby-one  to  nineteen  and  chose  the  saiae  men  as  committee 
excepting  that  Mr.  Jeremiah  Nichols  wae  substituted  for 
Mr,  Jonathan  Weston, 

On  May  5th  Mr.  Sanborn  sent  the  following  letters 
"To  the  committee  of  the  South  Parish  in  Reading  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Parish,  (Jentlemen: 

Understanding  from 
the  vote  of  the  Parish  it  is  the  wish  of  the  majority  that 
my  pastoral  connection  and  stipend  from  them  should  be  dis- 
continued, this  is  respectfully  to  inform  the  Parish  in  view 
of  the  whole  subject  I  very  cheerfully  comply  with  their 
wish  and  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  readily 
resign  all  my  claims  to  the  candor  and  generosity  of  the 
Parish  from  this  date,  that  might  arise  from  the  continuance 
of  the  above  connection.  The  past  and  present  scenes  we 
have  passed  through  are  before  you.  The  manner  of  my  coming 
In,  abiding  with  and  going  out  from  you  are  all  before  you. 
My  labors  more  or  less,  had  I  been  able,  J  would  gladly  have 
increased  a  hundred  fold.  As  to  pecuniary  affairs,  I  know 
I  did  not  enter  the  ministry  for  this  world's  goods,  nor 
have  I  continued  in  the  ministry,  if  I  Icnow  myself,  for  any 
worldly  ob.1ect.  3ut  that  declaration  of  the  Apostle, 'Woe 
is  me  if  I  preach  not  the  3ospel' ,  forced  me  into  the 
ministry,  fear  of  the  same  woe  has  kept  me  Inljlt  for  a 
number  of  years  past.  But  such  is  my  present  feeble  state 
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my  conaclence  excuses  me  in  taking  a  little  rest  and  refresh- 
ment. As  this  is  the  last  time  I  may  be  permitted  to  address 
you,  I  do  sincerely  beg  your  forgiveness  of  all  my  sins  and 
Imperfections  and  that  our  heavenly  father  would  also  for- 
give me.  If  any  have  received  me  as  a  prophet  or  a  righteous 
man,  or  even  given  me  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  the  name  of  a 
disciple,  my  prayer  is  that  they  may  not  lose  their  reward. 
Wishing  you  ievery  civil  and  social  blessing  and  praying 
that  the  3-od  of  love  and  peace  may  be  with  you  and  bless  you 
and  build  you  up  here  and  make  you  all  component  parts  of 
that  spiritual  building  which  will  stand  forever,  I  do  now 

as  your  pastor  take  a  most  affectionate  leave  of  you. 
Farewell,  JPeter  Sanbora, 

On  May  12th  a  committee  from  both  Church  and  Parish 
conferred  with  the  Pastor  and  reported  that  he  had  consented 
to  take  up  his  connection  with  the  Parish  and  leave  to  the 
generosity  of  the^jgfople  what  he  should  receive  as  compen- 
sation and  that  a  council  should  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
Pastor  and  Church  to  dismiss  him. 

The  remonstrance  of  the  "assrieved  brethren"  was  not 
left  unanswered,  A  committee  to  consider  it  found  the 
reasons  for  it  not  valid.  In  particular  there  was  abundant 
evidence  that  *many  of  the  brethren  have  sought  opportunities 
to  confer  with  and  console  him,  but  few  have  been  able  to 
effect  so  desirable  an  object.  We  lament  that  as  individuals 
and  as  a  church  we  have  been  so  cold  In  the  duties  of  the 
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closet  and  the  sanctuary  In  behalf  of  ourselves  and  our 
pastor  for  li^ht  to  direct  us  In  how  to  remove  the  difficulties 
which  have  tried  the  souls  of  the  whole  church;  we  humbly  ask 
forgiveness  of  our  Rev.  Pastor,  of  the  aggrieved  brethren, 
of  the  Christian  community,  of  the  whole  world  and  above  all 
of  our  heavenly  Father." 

At  a  meeting  on  the  day  before  the  Council  a  cotaraittee 
that  had  been  chosen  to  transfer  the  Church  Records  to  the 
new  clerk  reported  that  this  had  been  done  and  that  as  far 
as  examined  they  had  been  found  correct,  Daniel  Temple  had 
been  elected  clerk.  On  the  motion  of  John  Weston  it  was 
voted  "that  the  thanks  of  tV-te  Church  be  presented  to  Rev, 
Peter  Sanborn  for  the  able  and  correct  manner  in  wl-  ich  he 
has  recorded  the  doings  of  the  Church  during  the  term  of 
his  clerkship," 

The   Council  convened  at  Mr,  Sanborn's  house  on  June  7, 
1320.  The  following  churches  were  represented  by  their 
pastors  and  Ailegates:  %field,  Salem  Tabernacle  Church, 
Stoneham,  Wilmington,  and  South  Reading, 

The  papers  that  had  passed  between  the  Church  and  Pastor 
were  read,  and  the  vote  was  passed  that  in  the  view  of  the 
Gounoil  it  was  exped,ient  that  Mr,  Sanborn  be  dismissed. 
The  "result"  stands  recorded  in  the  Parish  Records.  "With 
tender  emotion  and  deep  reluctance  the  Council  are  brought 
to  the  above  resolution. 

"When  we  consider  the  long  period  of  Mr.  Sanborn's 
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ministry  among  this  people,  the  strong  mutual  attachment 
which  existed  for  so  many  years,  the  auccess  of  hla  ministry, 
which  we  believe  haa  been  jreat,  manifested  by  several  hopeful 
revivals  of  religion  in  which  his  labors  have  been  very  abundant 
and  aa  vm   believe  marked  with  the  faithfulness  of  a  gospel 
ffiinistor,  we  cannot  but  view  the  separation  with  grief  and 
painful  anxiety, 

"Still  we  are  happy  to  find  that  no  charges  are  preferred 
against  Mr.  Sanborn,  His  moral  and  ministerial  character 
remains,  for  aught  appears  before  this  council,  umimpaired. 
And  ^e  can  and  do  cordially  recommend  him  to  the  C|p?istian 
fraternity  In  the  capacity  of  a  Ghrlstian  and  a  minister, 
wherever  3-od  in  his  providence  shall  hereafter  cast  his  lot, 

"3eing  Informed  that  there  are  certain  allegations  stand- 
ing against  Mr,  Sanborn  in  the  Parish  records,  which  we  are 
distinctly  made  to  understand  by  the  committee  have  been 
nullified,  we  wish  to  be  understood  that  upon  the  Pariah 
accepting  this  result  and  inserting  it  in  their  records, 
It  shall  be  considered  that  these  allegations  are  cancelled 
and  the  pastoral  relation  dissolved, 

"And  tjiow,  brethren  and  friends  of  the  Church,  and  religious 
society,  permit  us  on  this  afflictive  and  moving  occasion, 
seriously  to  remind  you  how  important  are  the  circumstances 
of  this  event.  The  ecclesiastical  council  have  been  the 
immediate  agents  in  the  dismission  of  your  minister,  but  it 
waa  at  your  desire  and  by  your  request.  Your  feelings,  your 


opinions  rendered  this  of floe  our  painful  duty.  With  you 
chiefly,  we  conceive,  rests  the  great  and  solemn  responsibility 
of  this  eventful  tr*ansactlon.  May  we  not  then.  In  a  spirit 
of  brotherly  kindness  and  Christian  meekness  suggest  to  you 
the  duty  of  recollecting  how  you  have  heard  the  vtord  of  grace 
and  salvation  and  whether  you  have  holden  fast  the  things 
you  have  heard, 

"Once  you  hastened  with  religious  zeal  to  sit  under  the 
droppings  of-  the  sanctuary.   Once  your  pastor's  voice  was 
pleasant  to  you  as  the  music  of  di  song,  once  you  hung  on 
his  lips  for  knowledge  and  wisdom,  and  many  of  you  hailed 
him  as  your  spiritual  father.  Ye  did  run  well.  We  beseech 
you  to  hold,  on  and  hold,  out  that  you  may  be  saved  and  not  be 
of  those  who  draw  back  to  perdition,  W©  hope,  orethren, 
good  things  concerning  you,  and  things  which  accompany 
salvation, 

"And.  w©  are  pleased  to  hear  not  only  of  your  zeal  to 
obtain  another  pastor*  whose  connection  with  you  we  pray  (kid. 
to  own  a,nd  biess,  but  also  of  your  further  intended  benevolence 
to  your  late  pastor  by  subscriptions  or  donations,  ie  are 
all  witnesses  of  his  long  and  unwearied  labors  in  your  service, 
to  promote  your  spiritual  good,  if  possible  to  save  some. 
We  pray  you  not  to  forsa-<e  him  noin   he  is  old.  The  time  makes 
haste  when  you  must  appear  before  tbe  tribunal  of  divine 
Justice  to  give  an  account  of  the  feelings  and  afflictions 
with  w.hich  you  have  heard  the  gospel  of  Christ  at  his  mouth, 

"May  we  all  exa^aine  our  hearts  and  our  lives  and  be 
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prepared,  pastors  and  peoples  to  meet  at  the  right  hand  of 
our  Judge  and  enter  those  rnan!3iona  which  he  has  propared 
for  all  his  followers." 

Passed  unanimovialy, 

Elijah  Pariah,  moderator, 
Reuben  Emerson,  scribe. 
Accepted  by  the  Parish,  June  26,  1320, 

Joiin  Weeton,   Parish  clerk. 

The  Parish  acceptance  was  somev^hat  evasive,  taut  served  to 
close  the  matter. 

In  4ugust  of  1321  Mr,   banborn  at  his  own  request  was 
dis:ni8sed  from  the  Church  and  recoraraended  at  large. 

Mr,  Sanborn  never  took  another  pastorate,  but  coatlnued 
to  reside  in  Reading  in  the  house  which  he  bought  of  the  Parish 
at  the  beainnlng  of  his  ministry.  He  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Polly  Stlmpson,  by  whom  h©  had  nine  children,  bhe 
died  in  1318,  His^  «©cond  wife  vjas  Martha  ftakefield,  to  whom 
five  children  were  born.  Two  of  his  eons,  Pliny  and  G-eorge 
Edward  became  ministers,         > 

iftihen  Reading  celebrated  its  two  hundred  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  in  1394,  a  banquet  was  held  with  many  speeches, 
at  the  close  of  which  Rev,  cleorge  Sanborn  pronounced  the 
benediction.  It  Is  stated  that  his  father  took  the  same  part 
at  servlcss  in  Readiag  South  Parish  in  1344  and  the  same  day 
responded  at  a  banquet  to  ti  e  toast  "The  oldest  i^inister  of 
this  town.  As  was  the  outward  aan  in  1790,  so  is  the  inward 


man  In  1344,  active  and  vigorous." 

Though  no  record  of  adnisterial  activities  in  his  later 
years  has  been  found,  it  seems  most  probable  that  Ur,   Sanborn 
was  in  demand  aB  a  preacher  in  various  places,  A  rather  worn 
carpet-bag  that  was  exhibited  at  the  time  .of  the  Tercentenary 
celebration  gives  evidence  that  h@  was  aomethini  of  a  traveller 
and  susgegts  preaching  trips. 

What  is  definitely  known  is  that  he  becaae  the  owner  of 
a  very  large  tract  of  land  in  the  center  of  the  town.  The 
house  on  the  cornef  of  Lowell  and  Highland  streets,  now  the 
home  of  ^r,  and  Mrs,  C.Nelson  Bishop,  was  built  by  him  in  1312, 

In  1337  a  Liberal  Church  was  formed  and  to  this  he  presented 
land  on  Lowell  street  west  of  the  present  «iunicipal  Buildiag 
with  the  stipulation  that  the  building  to  be  erected  should 
h&   used  in  part  for  an  academy  or  high  school,  as  it  actually 
was  for  some  years. 

In  1349  "in  consideration  of  a  desire  to  assist  th©  Bethesda 
Society"  he  gave  a  lot  of  land  for  the  sit®  of  their  edifice. 
the   Society  purchased  some  adjoining  land  of  him*  The  deeds 
are  extant  .=ajid  contain  a  reference  to  his  having  laid  out 
Sanborn  street.  In  recognition  of  his  generosity  the  Society 
reserved  a  pew  in  th©  Bethesda  Church  for  him  for  life, 

kn.&   not  the  least  iateresting  of  all,  the  Old  South  records 
of  1347  show  him  as  paying  both  choice  money  aad  rent  for  pew 
number  two  in  the  remodelled  church. 

To  quote  again  some  bits  from  Dr.  Whi^in^'s  sermons  "His 
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preaching  and  conversation,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  had  this 
peculiar  differonoe;  that  the  former  was  unuaually  Biblical 
and  the  latter  rat: er  in  dogmas." 

"His  passions  we  think  were  the  stronger  part  of  his  nature. 
The  gentler,  more  friendly  passions  distinctly  prevailed  in 
his  nature.  He  was  affectionate  to  his  children  to  the  point 
of  tender-heartedness." 

"He  has  seasons  of  spiritual  rapture  and  times  of  gloom 
such  as  few  experience," 

"Free  from  malice  and  turbulent  dislilces,  with  a  vein  of 
humor  often  rising  to  shining  wit,  he  spread  cheerfulness  over 
all  the  intercourse  of  the  time  I  have  known  him," 

"Doubtless  aje  had  softened  earlier  rigors  of  speech,  and 
grace  had  sanctified  his  sharp  insight  into  friendly  judgments, 
so  that  his  latter  years  wore  the  calm  sunset  aspect  of  peace 
towards  all  men," 

"His  last  recorded  word  was  Jesus." 

Peter  Sanborn  died  August  3,  1857,  a  week  before  his 
ninety-first  birthday,  having  outlived  his  second  'A'ife  by 
ten  years  and  survived  at  least  six  of  his  fourteen  children. 
His  monument  stands  in  the  Reading  cemetery  close  to  Lowell 
street.  On  its  east  side  the  principal  facts  of  his  life  are 
recorded  and  below  them  is  the  simple  inscription  "My  record 
is  on  high," 
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Samuel  Green,  the  Peace  Maker 

The  choice  of  Mr.  Sanborn's  successor  was  made  easy  by 
the  fact  that  the  Rev,  Samuel  Green,  who  kad  been  suppljring 
the  pu|ipit  for  some  little  time,  had  made  for  himself  such 
a  place  In  the  affection  of  the  people,  that  they  looked  no 
farther.  The  Church  on  May  22nd  voted  to  call  him.  On  May 
2gth  the  Parish  at  a  meeting  opened  by  prayer  by  Mr.  Green 
voted  their  concurrence,  on  condition  that  Mr.  Green  should 
have  the  privilege  to  dissolve  the  contract  at  will,  he  having 
given  notice  to  the  Parish  in  writing  six  months  previous  to 
such  dissolution,  and  that  Uie  Parish  should  have  like  privilege, 

Mr,  Green's  letter  of  acceptance  ia  dated  July  22,1820,, 
The  decision  has  been  "a  matter  of  grave  consideration".  He 
writes  "It  lias  borne  with  no  common  weiijht  upon  my  mind.  The 
peculiar  olrcumstances  under  which  I  was  introduced  as  your 
candidate,  the  unsettled  and  painful  state  of  your  affaire 
much  of  the  time  since  the  commencement  of  my  labors  with  you 
with  some  other  tfonslderations  have  called  me  to  serious 
reflection  and  produced  in  my  mind  no  small  struggle  relative 
to  the  path  of  duty,"  In  accepting  the  call  he  was  influenced 
by  "the  sincere  and  affectionate  deportment  which  has  on  your 
part  strikingly  marked  our  short  intercourse,  which  I  had 
almost  said  was  indepensable  to  the  success  of  the  Gospel 
ministry,"  by  "the  evidence  of  your  cheerful  willingness  to 
free  the  servant  of  Christ  from  worldly  embarrasstaents," 
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and  by  "the  union  of  feeling  whloh  pervaded  your  deliberations," 
,  ,  ,  ,  "I  have  come  to  this  conclusion,  dear  brethren,  with 
much  trembling.   I  distrust  my  knowledge  and  feel  still  greater 
diffidence  in  the  qualifications  of  my  heart.  The  work  is 
exceedingly  great.  This  engagement  is  pregnant  with  the  most 
momentous  consequences  both  to  you  and  myself.  They  look  for- 
ward to  the  Judgment  day  and  take  hold  on  the  scenes  of  eternity. 
Pj*ay  that  I  may  come  to  you  in  the  fullnesB  of  the  blessing  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ.    Affectionately  yours  in  the  i_ord, 
^_  Samuel  Q-reen. 

The  ordination  took  place  on  September  20,1320. 

A  vote  of  the  Church  on  October  6th  is  significant,  namely 
that  the  pastor  be  moderator  of  church  meetings  in  all  cases 
except  v?hen  he  is  personally  interested  in  the  subject  matter 
to  be  acted  upon.  In  that  ease  another  moderator  is  to  be 
chosen  before  the  Church  proeeeds  to  business, 

Mr.  Green  was  born  in  Stoneham.  His  family  circumstances 
m-ere  such  that  it  was  necessary  for  ixAm  to  begin  working  at 
a  trade  while  a  mere  boy.  He  chose  to  be  apprenticed  to  a 
mason  because  he  was  ambitious  for  an  education  and  that  work 
would  leave  his  winters  free  for  study.  %  dint  of  hard  work, 
©n  account  of  which  his  health  suffered  permanently,  he 
succeeded  in  completing  his  course  at  Harvard,  receiving  his 
degree  in  1816,  He  tookJ|ia  position  as  tutor  at  Bolrdoin 
College  and  there  studied  theology.  At  the  time  of  his  call 
to  Reading  he  apparently  had  some  connection  with  Andover, 
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for  his  letter  of  recommendation  for  church  laembership  was 
from  the  Church  of  Christ  in  ilndover  Theological  Seminary, 
and  his  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Woods  of  that 
institution, 

Mr.  Grreen'a  pastorate  vsas  one  of  exceptional  harmony  and 
unity  of  feeling.  He  ^as  an  earnest  evangelical  preaciier  of 
satisfactorily  orthodox  views  and  a  sincere  and  kindly  man, 
who  kepjji  the  friendship  and  affection  which  he  had  won  before 
he  was  called.  To  meet  the  situation  which  faced  him  at  the 
start  unquestionably  required  tact.  The  heritage  of  the 
peace-makers  must  have  been  hla.   In  the"Memorial  Volume"he 
Is  described  as  one  "who  seemed  to  a  little  child  'to  talk 
sweetly  of  Grod,'  a  man  of  the  highest  order  of  spirituality," 

Soon  after  Mr.  Green's  ordination  the  Church  passed  a 
vote  with  relation  to  the  adj^ilssion  of  membera  by  profession 
of  faith,  that  the  public  reading  of  a  written  narrative  of 
experience  before  the  congregation  should  not  be  deemed  in- 
dispensable, that  the  pastor  should  upon  his  own  exaraination 
of  the  candidate  propound  him  publicly  two  Sabbaths  in 
ordinary  cases  before  admission  and  at  the  time  of  pro- 
pounding give  notice  of  some  time  and  place  where  a  committee 
of  the  Church  and  such  othor  members  as  should  please  might 
meet  for  examining  the  candidate. 

In  the  fall  of  1321  Rev,  Daniel  Temple,  son  of  Deacon 

Daniel  Temple,  was  appointed  by  the  American  Board  as  a 
missionary  to  Palestine,  and  was  invited  by  the  Church  to 
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preach  a  farewell  sermon.   In  a  vote  of  thanks  tendered  him 
the  discourse  was  described  as  "appropriate  and  affecting" 
and  a  copy  was  requested  for  publication.  Later  records  refer 
frequently  to  correspondence  with  him. 

Meanwhile  the  Parish  was  considering  seriously  the  matter 
of  a  pars'onage.  When  Mr,  G-reen  carae,  his  salary  was  fixed 
at  |525  with  an  extra  yearly  allowance  of  $100  until  the 
parsonage  should  be  ready.   The  decision  was  to  build,  rather 
than  buy  one  of  the  available  houses,  and  land  at  the  east 
corner  of  Lowell  and  Ilighland  streets  was  purchased  In  November 
of  1322,  The  house  now  standing  there  was  built  at  that  time 
and  was  the  home  of  a  succession  of  ministers. 

But  Mr,  (Jreen  was  never  to  occupy  it.  That  same  November 
a  letter  was  received  from  Union  Church,  Essex  st,  in  Boston, 
requesting  that  the  Readixig  Church  consent  to  the  removal  of 
their  pastor  to  take  charge  of  Union  Church,  A  committee 
was  chosen  who  drew  up  a  statement  from  which  the  following 
is  quoted:   "We  see  abundant  cause  to  humble  ourselves  as 
a  church  before  God,  for  the  8,buse  of  the  many  distinguished 
privileges  we  have  so  long  enjoyed.  We  regret  that  our  mis- 
improvement  of  these  privileges  and  the  ingratitude  we  have 
discovered  in  our  lives  have  given  so  much  occasion  to  our 
brethren  of  the  Union  Church  to  believe  that  our  pastor 
could  do  more  good  among  them  than  among  the  people  of  his 
present  charge, 

"We  find  ....  substantial  reason  to  believe  that 
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should  we  consent  ♦  ...  we  should  be  left  destitute  a 
great  while  to  come,  or  be  compelled  to  jfleld  to  the  painful 
necessity  of  receiving  one  who  would  hold  and  teach  doctrines 
in  our  view  subversive  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Our  hearts 
sicken  at  the  appalling  thought  of  being  thus  deprived  of 
a  faithful  gospel  ministry  by  the  removal  of  our  beloved 
pastor 

"We  cannot  believe  that  It  will  be  for  the  glory  of  (Jod 
and  the  good  of  the  church  at  large  that  we  consent," 

A  letter  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  Union  Church,  only  to 
be  answered  by  a  request  for  a  mutual  council.  This  Mr. 
G-reen  would  have  agreed  to  gladly,  but  his  church  flatly 
refused  to  take  smy  part  in  a  council.  Mr.  Green  then, 
after  most  serious  consideration,  fell  back  on  the  terms  of 
his  settlement  and  announced  his  conviction  that  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  give  up  his  pastoral  charge  after  six  months 
notice.  It  ended  by  his  being  released  the  last  of  March 
1323.  Meanwhile  the  Church  had  observed  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer. 

It  was  decided  that  the  council  that  might  be  called  to 
install  him  at  Union  Church  might  dismiss  him  from  his 
Reading  pastorate.  An  invitation  was  received  from  Union 
Church  to  send  delegates  to  this  council,  but  Reading 
refused  to  accept, 

Mr.  Green  was  as  successful  in  meeting  a  difficult  situ» 
ation  at  Union  Church  as  in  Reading  and  continued  as  its 
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pastor  until  Jaie  health  became  hopelessly  impaired.  The 
Church  had  given  him  a  prolonged  leave  of  absence  during 
which  he  travelled  in  Europe  quite  extensively,  but  to  no 
avail.  He  was  dismissed  from  his  pastorate  in  March  of 
1334  and  died  in  Boston  the  following  November  at  the  ag© 
of  forty- two, 

A  volume  of  memoirs  was  published  in  1836  from  which  the 
portrait  appearing  in  the  anniversary  brochure  was  copied. 


Jared  Held  and  Two  Controversies 

Rev.  Jared  Reid  of  Preston,  Connecticut,  a  graduate  of 
Xale  of  the  class  of  18^7  and  of  And over  Seminary,  was 
Galled  by  the  Church  July  7,1823,  At  the  meeting  at  which 
the  Parish  concurred  action  was  taken  on  the  following  pro- 
position; "Ordered  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that 
should  Mr,  Reid  accept  the  Invitation  this  day  given  to 
settle,  it  is  expected  and  he  is  requested  in  his  ministerial 
exchanges  to  invite  3entlemen  of  all  descriptions  of  the 
Congregational  order  provided  they  are  men  of  good  moral 
character."  This  was  not  passed.  Here  again  we  have  the 
Arminians  and  the  Oalvinists, 

The  vote  of  the  Church  in  extending  the  call  stood  thirty- 
five  in  favor  to  three  "who  wished  to  hear  him  longer," 
There  seemed  always  to  be  minority  who  were  not  quite  ready 
to  decide.  This  led  Mr.  Reid  to  accept  "with  less  pleasure 
than  ,  .  .  .had  your  call  been  perfectly  unanimous."  The 
compensation  offered  was  the  use  of  tke  parsonage  "now 
building",  $525  in  cash  and  ten  cords  of  hard  wood  and  ten 
of  pine.  The  parsonage  was  soon  available,  and  it  is  of 
interest  in  passing  to  note  that  the  building  committee 
reported  in  January  of  1324  that  the  entire  cost  of  land, 
buildings,  and  fence  was  |1757, 

Mr.  Reid  was  ordained  on  October  3,1323.  Among  the  earlier 
events  of  his  pastorate  was  the  choice  of  a  committee. 


Including  the  pastor,  to  examine  the  Church's  confession 
of  faith  and  covenajit,  and  If  possible  present  the  substance 
of  them  In  a  condensed  form  that  they  may  be  read  In  public 
to  candidates  for  admission  to  the  Church, 

In  1824  It  is  stated  that  the  Reading  Sabbath  School 
Society  was  organized,  which  held  sessions  for  children 
during  the  summer  until  1350,  This  supplanted  a  Saturday 
afternoon  31ble  class  which  for  some  years  had  been  conducted 
by  Andover  students.   In  Mr,  Sanborn's  time  children  were 
taught  the  catechism  In  school  and  at  home  and  recited  it 
to  him  at  the  meeting-house  on  Saturday  afternoons. 

Under  Mr.  Reid  quarterly  meetings  for  parents  were  held 
for  the  purpose  of  their  receiving  instruction  as  to  their 
duty  towards  baptized  children.  The  children  also  attended 
for  Instruction, 

It  will  be  recalled  that  after  the  completion  of  the  new 
meeting-house  quite  a  balance  remained  from  the  sale  of 
pewB,  This  the  Parish  had  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Court  as  the  Ministerial  Fund,  When  the  Income  of 
this  fund  reached  |300  no  more  than  that  amount  was  to  be 
used  towards  the  minister's  salsry.  When  the  Income  amounted 
to  §350  no  more  than  that  sum  was  to  be  paid  toward  the 
salary,  and  so  on  until  the  income  should  amount  to  1^2000, 
fhe  records  show  that  this  fund  existed  until  1347  when  an 
act  of  repeal  was  secured  on  condition  that  the  money  b© 
devoted  to  parochial  purposes.  For  a  long  time  this  Income 
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was  a  substantial  help  toward  the  pastor's  salary. 

An  Interest  In  church  music  appears.   In  November  of  1329 
Deacon  Jabez  D,  Parker  and  others  were  given  liberty  to  place 
an  organ  near  the  center  of  the  singers'  seats.  The  next 
year  Deacon  Parker  was  chosen  first  chorister  and  Brother 
Charles  Temple,  second  chorister,  also  Brother  Luther  Parker 
to  play  the  viol.  Early  in  Mr,  Sanborn's  pastorate  it  was 
voted  to  sins  Cr.  li/atts'  psalms  and  hymns  instead  of  Tate 
and  Brady's  and  very  probably  these  were  still  in  use, 

A  vote  was  passed  in  1323  that  at  regular  meetings  for 
prayer  and  business  the  first  hour  or  hour  and  a  half  should 
be  devoted  to  prayer  and  reiaarks,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
moderator , 

As  far  back  as  1793  the  question  of  putting  stoves  in  the 
meeting-house  was  raised.  From  time  to  time  it  was  revived, 
but  this  concession  to  luxury  was  not  made  until  torch  Q, 
1832  when  a  parish  committee  reported  that  they  had  procured 
by  subscription  two  stoves  and  funnels,  and  had  put  them  in 
the  meeting-house  without  expense  to  the  Parish, 

For  some  reason  the  bell  first  secured  was  unsatisfactory 
and  three  exchanges  were  made  in  the  effort  to  get  one  that 
pleased.  Whether  defective  casting  was  the  reason  or  not, 
the  tome  of  the  bell  must  have  been  important  to  the  com- 
munity, for  it  was  rung  for  all  public  meetings,  for  deaths 
and  funerals,  and  some  years  at  noon  and  nine  in  the  evening. 

Having  seen  the  part  that  the  Parish  played  in  financing 
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the  Church,  It  is  not  surprisins  to  learn  that  in  1329  a 
Church  contribution  of  |,30  a  member  annually  would  be 
sufficient  "to  light  the  hall  for  evening  meetinss  and  furnish 
the  communion  table,"  Still  much  of  the  pariah  tax  must  have 
com©  from  the  pockets  of  church  members. 

Between  1326  and  1330  there  was  a  violent  Anti-Masonic 
agitation.  Mr.  Sanborn's  influence  was  strong  in  opposition 
and  to  It  present  day  Masons  attribute  the  closing  of  the 
original  Good  Samaritan  Lodge, 

A  letter  addressed  to  Deacon  Jabez  Parker  apparently 
belongs  to  this  period.  It  is  undated,  but  Mr,  Parker  was 
chosen  deacon  in  1BS6,  so  it  could  not  have  been  written 
before  that  year.  It  is  here  quoted  entire; 

"Deacon  Parker; 

Is  this  a  time  for  feasting  and  making 
merry?  Is  it  not  rather  a  day  of  trouble,  of  rebuke  and 
perplexity?  and  does  not  the  state  of  the  Church  call  for 
mourning  and  weeping,  and  should  not  our  eyes  be  unto  the 
Lord,  the  Hope  of  iBrmsHf   the  Saviour  thereof  in  time  of 
trouble? 

Mr,  Sanborn  has  just  called  upon  mo.  He  said  before  he 
got  up  this  morning  he  felt  as  though  something  must  be 
done.  He  says  while  the  King  and  Haman  sit  down  to  the 
banquet,  can't  we  have  a  prayer-meeting?  I  told  him  it 
was  the  very  thing  I  had  been  thinking  of  all  day,   I 
thought  if  I  cou^d  get  over  to  mother's  and  could  see  you 
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and  your   mother,  I  would  say  to  you  Arise,  Barak,  awake, 
awake,  Deborah,  up  and  be  doing.   I  had  only  thought  of  meoting 
a  very  few  friends  in  a  private  way.  Mr,  Sanborn  proposed 
to  go  to  the  Hall  at  half -past-four.   I  don't  see  why  we  may 
not  meet  publicly, 

"Daniel  in  his  captivity  and  surrounded  by  his  enemies  was 
not  afraid  to  pray  openly.  Our  enemies  will  no  doubt  mock 
and  say  What  do  these  feeble  Jews?  Feeble  indeed  we  are  and 
few  in  number,  but  our  Redeemer  is  miglity,  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
is  his  name,  and  if  our  cause  is  the  eause  of  truth  and  right, 
He  will  plead  for  us.  Will  you  think  of  this  and  ask  counsel 
of  the  Lord?  and  what  you  do,  do  quickly. 

Sallie  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Sanborn  does  not  wish  to  have  his  name  mentioned 
only  among  our  own  friends." 

The  conjecture  seems  at  least  plausible  that  the  banquet 
referred  to  was  a  Masonic  gathering. 

That  Mr.  Sanborn's  influence  was  not  always  exerted  anon- 
ymously is  seen  in  the  fact  that  an  Anti-Masonic  address 
delivered  by  him  in  Reading  in  1329  is  listed  along  with  his 
printed  sermons. 

The  Church  shared  in  the  agitation.  On  January  5,1329 
Mr.  Reid  read  a  renunciation  of  Free   Masonry  which  was 
satisfactory  to  all  but  two  of  the  Church,  one  of  whom  was 
a  Maison.  On  May  14th  a  strong  resolution  of  approval  of  the 
pastor  was  passed,  because  he  had  seceded  from  the  Masonic 


Institution.  "In  our  opinion  the  oaths  or  obligations  of 
Masonry  are  no  more  binding  upon  the  members  than  was  the 
oath  of  Herod  to  slay  John  the  Baptist  or  that  of  the  forty 
Jews  who  banded  together  to  kill  Paul," 

Brother  Ambrose  Kingman  also  renounced  the  order, 

'On  the  other  hand  charges  were  brought  against  Nathaniel 
Bachelder  and  Nathaniel  3achelder,  Jun,  for  having  withdrawn 
fellowsloip  and  ceased  to  commune,  They  gave  as  their  reason 
that  the  Pastor  and  one  or  two  brethren  had  renounced  Free 
Masonry,  and  that  they  should  not  commune  wltlr  the  Church  till 
they  acknowledged  they  had  done  wrong.  The  Church  voted  to 
excoEiiiiunicatQ  the  Bachelders, 

In  1832  the  famous  controversy  on  infant  baptism  arose. 
On  March  1st  a  meeting  was  held  to  consider  the  question 
Does  our  covenant  require  the  iaembers  of  this  Church  to 
consecrate  their  children  to  ilod  in  baptism  or  not?  Ho 
decision  was  reached  and  the  meeting  adjourned  for  three 
weeks.  Meanwhile  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer 
was  voted  and  the  reception  of  candidates  for  admission  to 
the  Church  was  deferred. 

At  the  adjournment  it  was  voted  that  Rev,  Dr.  Edwards' 
sermon  on  Christian  communion  be  read.  After  that  it  was 
moved  "that  we  so  understand  our  covenant  that  persons  may 
become  members  of  this  church  without  being  required  to  con- 
secrate their  children  in  baptism,"  The  vote  stood  fifteen 
In  the  affirmative,  to  twenty-four  negative.   It  was  then 
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voted  "that'  in  our  present  afflicted  state  we  ask  advice 
from  abroad." 

A  vote  was  passed  to  have  a  council  consisting  of  the  pastor 
and  one  delegate  from  ten  churches.  This  was  prevented  by 
the  objection  of  four  ministers  to  a  formal  council  for  this 
purpose,  and  a  conference  of  ministers  was  substituted.  Those 
invited  were  Rev,  Justin  Edwards,  D.D,,  Rev,  Reuben  Smerson, 
Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  I3#D,,  Rev.  Joseph  Bennett,  Rev,  John  H, 
Ohuroh,  D,I>,i,„,|.  .lev,  Milton  Badger,  Rev,  Lyman  3eecher,  D.D,, 
and  Rev,  Brown  Smerson,  To  meet  with  these  a  committee  from 
the  Church  was  chosen,  consisting  of  the  Pastor,  Deacons 
Daniel  Temple,  Caleb  WakeflQld^  Jabejs  D,  Parker,  Benjamin 
Pratt,  Charles  Temple,  and  Brother  Henry  Kingman,  This  group 
met  on  April  24th.  The  result  of  Its  deliberation  Is  not 
Incorporated  In  the  records  but  appears  to  have  hee^  ©n  the 
liberal  aide.  The  votes  of  the  Church  taken  on  it  were  rathfer 
elosely  divided,  the  final  one  on  the  question  Is  it  ex- 
pedient for  this  Church  to  receive  persons  who  do  not  believe 
In  the  consecration  of  children  in  baptism?  bein^  only  nine 
In  favor  to  six  against. 

This  brought  a  lengthy  remonstrance  signed  by  nineteen 
brethren  who  claimed  that  they  had  found,  that  elgl-ty-nlne 
of  the  members  of  the  Church  were  opposed  to  the  action,  and 
that  the  small  size  of  the  vote  was  due  to  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  when  many  had  gone  home,  worn  out  with  fatigue  and 
repeated  meetings. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  on  March  1st  the  reception  of 
certain  candidates  into  the  Church  had  been  deferred.  On 
August  31st  it  was  voted  to  receive  these  persons, 

The  "aggrieved  brethren"  apeak  of  "the  ravages  made  in 
Church  and  State  by  the  modern  liberal  and  loose  sentiments 
which  prevail  to  an  alarming  degree  at  the  present  time,"  and 
"the  sklsmatiok  whirlwind  4f  the  present  day,"  They  express 
grief  "that  this  Church  and  Pastor  not  forty  years  since 
were  the  first  to  break  up  the  fallow  ground  of  Arminianism 
in  this  region,  should  so  soon  relinquish  their  dear  bought 
stand  and  give  up  covenant  rights." 

In  the  spring  of  the  following  year  Mr.  Re id  received  an 
invitation  to  labor  as  a  missionary  at  an  important  station 
In  Maine,  He  asked  the  Church  to  decide  the  question  of  his 
accejjtance.  If  he  accepted,  as  he  was  strongly  inclined  to 
do,  should  his  connection  with  the  Church  remain  and  he  supply 
the  pulpit,  or  should  the  connection  be  dissolved?  The  vote 
of  the  Church  was  that  he  ask  for  dismission, 

The  Council  of  dismission  was  appointed  for  June  12,1333, 
and  it  was  voted  to  observe  the  day  as  one  of  humiliation, 
fasting  and  prayer. 

This  tribute  of  the  Gounoll  Is  recorded:  "With  the  knowledge 
of  the  respectable  talents,  the  moral  and  Christian  character 
and  the  ministerial  qualifications  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Reid, 
and  in  the  belief  that  his  past  success  in  the  ministry  is 
a  good  pledge  of  his  future  usefulness,  the  Council  acoord- 
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ingly  recommend  him  to  the  Christian  community  as  a  pious, 
able,  and  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  wherever  the 
Providence  of  3od  shall  call  him." 

In  September  he   was  Installed  as  pastor  at  iBelchertown, 
where  he  remained  nearly  eight  years ,  After  that  he  preached 
at  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island  for  some  years.  He  died  June  17, 
1854  at  the  age  of  sixty-six. 

On  learning  of  his  death  the  Old  South  Church  of  Reading 
adopted  the  following  minute:  "We  affectionately  cherish  the 
memory  of  Rev.  Mr.  Reid,  the  fourth  in   si/ooession  of  pastors 
over  this  Church,  and  in  reverence  record  our  memory  of  his 
faithful  toil  in  preaching  the  -Sospel  and  in  administering 
its  ordinances  among  ua,  his  patient  endurance  and  steadfast 
dilisence  in  all  ministerial  offices,  his  culture  and  amenity 
as  a  man  and  his  devotion  as  a  Christian  shown  during  the 
ten  years  of  his  pastorate  over  us, 

"We  also  tenderly  sympathize  with  his  surviving  partner  in 
life,  his  only  son,  and  with  all  the  Irlndred  mourning  hie 
death,  and  we  fervently  pray  that  the  bereavement  may  be 
sanctified  alike  to  them  and  to  ourselves," 
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Aaron  Pickett  and  the  Separation 

The  fifth  pastor  was  Rev.  Aaron  Pickett,  who  was  called  by 
the  Church  on  August  3,1333,  'On  August  16th  the  Parish  voted 
concurrence,  offering  an  annual  salary  of  |600  and  the  use 
of  the  parsonage  and  adjoining  land.  From  this  time  on  there 
is  no  mention  of  supplying  the  minister  with  wood, 

Mr,  Pickett  was  born  in  Sandisfield,  Massachusetts  July  15, 
1792,  the  son  of  Aaron  Pickett,  a  farmer.  He  ijained  his  edu- 
e at ion  in  part  by  working  for  fanaers  and  teaching  school. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Union  College,  Schenectady,  Hew  York, 
and  studied  theology  under  Dr.  Pay  of  Gharlestown,  Massachusetts 
and  Dr,  Lansing  of  Auburn,  Now  York,  He  preached  for  a  short 
time  at  Boxboro,  lYest  Acton  and  was  ordained  about  1317  in 
Cohasset,  where  he  founded  the  Orthodox  Church,  He  was 
installed  in  Reading  Septeruber  25,1833, 

fhe  Council  met  at  the  house  of  Mr,  John  Damon  and  examined 
Mr«.  Pickett  "as  to  doctrines,  ability  to  inculcate  and  defend 
them,  acquaintance  with  experimental  religion,  and  his  views 
in  prosecuting  the  work  of  the  ministry."  After  voting  un- 
animously that  the  ©xaainat ion  wag  satisfactory,  the  Council 
adjourned  to  the  iQeetlng-.houae  "to  attend  the  solemn  services 
of  installation," 

In  accepting  the  call  Mr.  Pickett  wrote  as  follows j 

"To  the  First  <3h.ureh  and  Society  in  Reading,  South  Parish, 
My  respected  brethren  and  friends: 

I  have  received  your 


invitation  ...  .to  settle  with  you  in  the  aospel  ministry, 
I  have  endeavored  to  consider  the  subject  with  solema  and 
prayerful  attention,   I  have  also  consulted  with  some  of  my 
brethren  in  the  ministry,  in  whose  judgment  I  place  much  con- 
fidence and  the  result  of  my  deliberations  is  that  it  ia  my 
duty  to  accept  your  call.   In  ooalng  to  this  conclusion, 
however,  I  have  not  been  insensible  to  the  difficulties  of 
filling  to  the  acceptance  of  all  the  responsible  station  to 
which  you  call  me,  ajt  trusting  to  the  general  good  sens© 
of  a  church  and  people  to  whom  I  feel  myself  already  attached 
by  several  relations,  and  trusting  above  all  to  the  grace  of 
Sod  through  your  fervent  supplications  that  I  may  come  to  you 
in  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Q-ospel  of  peace,  I  am 
encouraged  to  hope  that  we  shall  live  together  in  love  and 
that  I  may  be  to  you  a  blessing  in  the  ministry  of  reconciliation. 
And  now  I  humbly  pray  G-od  that  grace,  mercy  and  peace  may  be 
multiplied  to  you  all  from  the  Father  and  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

fhat  fall  the  pastor  was  elected  moderator  according  to 
established  custom,  but  for  the  first  time,  except  when  the 
Church  was  without  a  pastor,  a  layman  was  made  clerk,  Mr, 
Ambrose  Kingman,  who  had  been  chosen  when  Mr,  Re id  left, 
served  in  that  capacity  during  Mr,  Pickett's  entire  pastorate. 

Mr,  Pickett's  letter  suggests  some  anxious  forebodings. 
He  must  have  known  that  he  was  falling  heir  to  the  unhappy 
controversy  which  marred  the  last  part  of  Mr.  Reld's  stasr  . 
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The  decision  of  the  Conference  on  Infant  BaptlBm  had. 
reiulted  in  the  admission  to  church  membership  of  some  candi- 
dates who  did  not  approve  of  it,  A  number  of  members  felt 
that  the  Church  had  thereby  altered  Its  covenant  and  that 
they  were  absolved  from  their  covenant  vows . ,  Some  half  dozen 
asked  to  be  dismissed,  and  one  stated  that  she  had  been  de- 
ceived and  considered  the  relation  between  herself  and  the 
Church  dissolved.  There  were  at  least  six  excommunications 
in  this  connection,  and  an  ex  parte  council  was  held  in  the 
ease  of  two.  Members  who  attempted  to  ^'sithdraw  were  considered 
to  have  violated  covenant  vows. 

Rather  unique  was  the  request  of  Daniel  Chute  and  his  wife 
Polly,  who  after  candid  and  prayerful  consideration  felt  it 
their  painful  duty  to  ask  dismissal  and  recommendation  to  the 
Congregational  Church  in  By field,  whose  covenant  they  approved, 
As  this  church  seemed  too  far  away,  they  presented  a  second 
request  asking  for  recommendation  to  any  one  of  the  four 
neighboring^  churches  of  Woburn,  Stoneham,  South  Reading,  or 
Wilmington,  with  liberty  to  choose.  They  planned  to  exa^iiine 
th€J  covenants  of  these  churches  in  turn,  until  they  found  one 
that  satisfied  them.  If  nonfe  met  their  approval,  they  would 
remain  members  of  this  church.  They  wished  "to  avoid  a 
mutual  council,  for  in  case  of  conscientious  scruples,  their 
result  often  makes  the  division  wider,"  This  request,  made 
In  a  most  kindly  spirit,  was  granted.  This  was  in  the  spring 
*f  1335, 


On  September  25,  1334  the  Standing  Committee  had  been 
requested  "to  take  measures  to  bring  this  unhappy  breach  of 
charity  to  a  satisfactory  and  amicable  conclusion,  that  brotherly 
love  and  peace  be  restored,  that  all  the  meaibers  of  this  Church 
may  walk  together  in  holy  love  and  friendship  until  time  shall 
be  no  more."  ITurther  since  "some  of  the  ainorlty,  considering 
themselves  released  from  their  covenant  obligations"  felt 
that  they  "were  at  liberty  to  connect  themselves  with  any 
Other  ciurch  with  which  they  were  desirous"  the  committee  was 
to  take  into  consideration  what  measures  are  desirable  in  the 
singular  and  extraordinary  proceedings  of  said  members, 
which  if  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed  will  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  disturb  and  break  up  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
all  our  churches,* 

In  November  this  committee  reported  having  "examined  the 
Church  covenant  and  confession  of  faith  carefully."  They 
"find  no  direct  command  or  injunction  laid  upon  members  of 
the  Church  to  present  their  cnildren  in  their  infancy  to 
be  baptized.  The  only  article  from  which  it  can  be  inferred 
is  the  first  article  of  the  covenant,  'We  avouch  the  Lord  to 
be  our  Qod   and  give  up  ourselves  ^ith  our  seed  after  us  in 
our  generations  to  be  his  people  in  the  truth  and  sincerity 
of  our  hearts , ' " 

It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  Church  was  "in  duty 
bound  to  deal  with  the  members  who  had  attempted  to  dissolve 
their  connection  as  having  broken  their  covenant  obligations 

100 


and  set  at  naught  the  author-ity  of  the  Church  ....  and  if 
permitted  to  pass  over  will  have  a  strong  tendency  to  weaken 
the  hands  of  all  our  churches,  if  not  prostrate  them  in  the 
dust,  therfeby  giving  the  enemies  of  the  Redeemer's  cause 
great  encouragement  to  continue  to  oppose  his  professing 
people  .^nd  follov;erB," 

Finally,  on  February  4,1336,  at  the  suggestion  of  Deacon 
Jabez  Parl?:er,  it  was  voted  "to  rescind  the  vote  of  acceptance 
of  the  result  of  the  conference  of  ministers  that  convened 
in  this  place  the  27th  of  April  1833  relative  to  the  infant 
baptism  question  and  that  we  in  future  proceed  in  the  same 
manner  in  the  admission  of  members  as  was  practised  by  this 
Church  for  many  years  previous  to  thf  above  result,  and  that 
the  vote  respecting  the  meaning  of  t're  Sovenant,  which  passed 
by  a  vote  on  March  22,  1332  ....  also  be  rescinded," 

This  was  passed  twenty-two  in  favor  to  three  opposed, 
apparently  ending  a  .four  years'  controversy, 

A  few  votes  of  the  Parish  about  this  time  are  of  interest. 
On  December  27t|l  1333.  The  man  chosen  "to  build  fires  in  the 
stoves  in  the  meeting-house  and  to  take  all  the  care  of  the 
same"  was  also  "to  see  that  no  boys  remain  in  the  Porch  in 
time  of  public  service,  or  make  disturbance  there  at  any 
time,"  A  little  later  this  same  functionary  was  "to  point 
str;mgers  to  a  seat  in  the  meeting-house,'.' 

About  the  same  time  a  committee  was  chosen  "to  stop  the 
water  coming  down  into  the  meeting-houae,"  This  was  found 
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difficult,  but  they  "made  a  roof  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
house  with  a  small  gutter  to  conduct  the  water  out," 

More  interesting  still  Is  a  vote  oh  Liarch  5,1335  appro- 
priatins  |65  "to  the  use  of  the  sitisers  on  condition  that 
they  perform  their  duty  well  on  all  public  occasiona  throu^ 
the  year,"  Apparently  the  condition  was  met,  for  from  that 
time  on  an  annual  appropriation  for  singing  was  made, 
usually  |100  and  a  few  years  loiter  even  |200.  Further,  In 
1338  |75  was  voted  to  procure  a  bass  viol  and  the  next  year 
|50  for  a  siaall  bass  viol  and  "for  the  promotion  of  sinsing," 

High  cost  of  living  again  in  1339  forced  the  minister  to 
ask  that  a  committee  of  the  Ghurchi  consider  the  difference 
in  the  prices  of  articles  of  living  for  five  years  past  in 
comparison  with  that  of  fourteen  yaara  past  and  also  whether 
hla  present  salary  ought  to  be  considered  sufficient.  The 
committee  reported  that  it  ou^ht  to  be  raised  and  the  Church. 
so  voted.  The  Parish  at  its  annual  meetini5  voted  an  increase 
of  |200,  The  next  year  it  was  voted  that  the  salary  be 
increased  |100  a  year  from  the  original  contract  until  the 
Parish  should  otherwise  direct. 

The  Church  also  paid  Mr.  Plclcett  five  years  arrears  due 
him  for  the  care  of  the  Church  plate  and  for  providing 
dinner  for  the  deacons  on  communion  Sundays,  as  it  was 
discovered  that  the  treasurer  had  neglected  the  payments. 

Slavery  was  by  now  a  burning  question.   In  Eaton's  "History 
0f  Reading"  may  b©  found  the  text  of  a  letter  from  William 
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Lloyd  Grarrlson  ia  which  he  states  that  the  first  Female  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  in  this  country  was  formed  la  Reading,   The 
date  of  its  organization  was  Earoh  22,  1332.  krs,  Sarah  Reld, 
wife  of  Rev,  Jared  Reid,  was  its  first  president  and  Mrs, 
Eunice  A,  Pickett  the  second.  Pastor's  wives  were  no  doubt 
active  In  those  days^  though  their  names  seldom  appear  in  the 
records.  The  first  narae  on  the  list  of  members  was  Mrs,  Polly 
Chute,  said  to  have  been  then  about  seventy  years  old, 

Mr,  darriaon's  letter  also  states  that  Reading  has  the 
further  honor  of  having  formed  on  March  13,  1833  the  first 
male  auxiliary  to  the  New  England  'intielavery  Society,  and 
that  for  some  time  Reading  continued  to  be  the  banner  town 
in  the  anti-slavery  conflict.  Rev.  Jared  Reid  was  the  first 
president  of  this  latter  Society. 

Ia  1837  a  Church  committee  consisting  of  Or.  Kendall  Davie, 
David  Emerson,  Jr.  and  Mr,  Pickett  was  cliosen  to  prepare 
resolutions  on  slavery.  They  reported  as  follows  on  March  17th: 

"Whereas  the  Bible  evidently  teaches  that  God  hath  made  of 
one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the 
earth;  that  every  man  is  solemnly  bound  to  love  his  neighbor 
as  himself  and  to  do  to  others  as  he  would  that  others  should 
do  to  hlmj  that  it  should  be  the  privilege  of  the  colored 
population  in  our  country,  as  well  as  the  white,  to  read  the 
word  of  aodj  that  'Jod  now  commands  all  men  everywhere  to 
repent;  that  It  is  the  dut/  of  every  church  to  let  her  light 
shine  before  others  and  to  labor  by  a  direct  yet  kindly 
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Influence  to  bring  all  men  to  the  fulfilment  of  t'ne  precepts 
of  the  Grospel  and  thus  hasten  the  world's  emancipation  from 
sin  and  oppression,  therefore 

Resolved,  that  all  attempts  to  Justify  slavery  from  the  word 
of  G-od  are  gross  perversions  of  its  precepts  and  doctrines, 
tend  to  lessen  its  influence  and  to  impair  confidence  in  its 
truth  and  divine  authority. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  our  solemn  conviction  there  are  no 
obstacles  In  the  way  of  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
in  these  United  States  which  have  not  their  principal  origin 
In  mere  selfishness. 

Resolved,  that  laws  that  withhold  the  31ble  from  the  slave 
population  of  the  United  States  involve  a  direct  and  palpable 
Violation  of  Christ's  command  to  search  the  Scriptures. 

Resolved,  that  the  participation  of  the  Christian  Church 
In  the  sin  of  slavery  by  admitting  to  her  comiiunion  and  fellow- 
ship such  as  advoctfew^and  sustain  it  by  precept  or  example 
is  alike  destructive  to  her  purity  and  influence,  inasmuch  as 
in  the  faithful,  fearless,  and  constant  maintenance  of .  trutji 
and  risiateousness  consist  her  prosperity,  glory,  and  power. 

Resolved,  that  friends  of  humanity  have  a  right  to  expect 
fro©  the  Christian  pulpit  a  hearty  and  earnest  advocacy  of 
universal  and  immediate  emaaoipation. 

Resolved,  that  our  hope  for  the  peaceful  abolition  of 
slavery  is  in  3od  alone,  and  that  it  Is  our  duty  to  remember 
the  condition  of  the  slave  and  the  slave-holder  at  the  throne 
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of  Srace  and  especially  a.t  the  monthly  concert  for  prayer. 

Resolved,  that  at  this  day  It  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians 
to  be  informed  of  what  slavery  is,  as  it  exists  in  these 
United  States  and  of  the  Practicable  means  for  its  emancipation," 

The  Church  voted  "that  the  above  preamble  and  resolves  be 
published  in  those  papers  who  may  feel  friendly  to  the  subject 
above  alluded  to," 

About  five  years  later  Deacon  Dodge,  as  agent  of  the  A.bolltion 
Cause, .presented  the  following,  which  the  Church  unanimously 
passed  J 

"Whereas  the  disciples  of  Christ  are  required  to  let  their 
light  shine  before  men  that  they  may  be  indUBM  to  glorify 
their  Father  in  Heaven,  and  whereas  this  cannot  be  done 
without  bearing  a  faithful  testimony  against  all  wickedness 
and  especially  against  the  sina  practised  in  any  portion  of 
the  professing  church,  Therefore 

1st  Resolved,  that  ^ve  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  as  a  church  of 
Christ  to  unite  with  other  churches  in  bearing  a  decided 
testimony  against  those  churches  and  ministers  and  all  persons 
who  hold  their  fellow-beings  as  property,  deny  them  the  meauas 
of  grace  and  education,  the  privileges  and  protection  of 
civil  law,  the  right  to  forni  and  maintain  social  relations, 
and  a  Just  compensation  for  their  labor,  all  of  which  Is 
involved  in  American  Slavery  and  expressly  condemned  by  God's 
word, 

2nd  Resolved,  that  while  we  entertain  these  views  it  is 
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inconsistent  and  a  breach  of  duty  to  dod  and  man  to  fellow- 
ship those  professors  of  rellsjion  and  , those  churches  who  live 
in  the  practiae  of  holdia^  their  fellov?  beings  in  bondage, 

3rd  Resolij-ed,  that  in  our  opinion  the  time  has  come  when 
all  Christian  churches  ought  to  clear  themselves  of  all  parti- 
cipation in  this  great  national  iniquity  and  espouse  the  cause 
of  the  down- trodden  and  perishing  slaves." 

Another  effort  at  reform  folloY,'ed  elose  upon  t'^is  movement. 
Early  in  1839  a  motion  was  made  "that  a  committee  .  .  .  .in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  vote  that  hereafter 
all  persons  received  into  the  Church  be  considered  as  pledging 
themselves  to  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  or  other 
liquors  as  a  beverage  ,  .  ,  and  to  consider  .  .  .  what-  further 
means  may  be  employed  to  guard  our  youth  .  .  ,  against  dangers 
,  ...  of  intemperate  habits," 

The  committee,  after  more  than  a  months  consideration, 
reported  that  as  they  believed  there  was  a  difference  of 
Opinion  among  members  of  the  Church  ir^egard  to  the  moderate 
use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  it  was  inexpedient  to  pass  such 
a  vote.  They  were  willing  themselves  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  all  alcoholic  liquor  and  would  recommend  others  to 
do  so*  3fhey  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  best  way  for  the 
Church  to  express  its  abhorrence  of  intemperance  was  by 
disciplinias  all  members  that. might  be  intoxicated;  also 
that  the  best  means  of  juardins  the  youth  was  for  parents 
to  abstain  entirely  from  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  as  a 
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drink,  to  restrain  their  children  from  visiting  places 
whepB  intoxlcatias  drink  was  sold  or  associating  ^Ith  youth 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  usin^  it.  The  report  was  signed 
by  Caleb  Wakefield,  Jabez  D, Parker,  and  Jeorae  Baldwin.  It 
was  discussed  several  times,  but  no  decisive  action  taken. 

The  records  show  that  the  Church  had  no  reluctance  to  make 
intemperate  habits  a  ground  for  discipline,  and  a  considerable 
numtier  of  such  oases  is  recorded. 

Not  only  those  of  ri^id  doctrinal  views  had  their  troubles, 
but  the  more  liberal  developed  conscientious  scruples.   In 
the  early  *40's  three  people  asked  dismissal  because  they  had 
Chanjed  their  views.   One  had  long  thought  it  his  duty  to 
withdraw  from  contiiunion  because  he  did  not  believe  in  total 
depravity  or  the  special  influence  of  the  lioly  Spirit. 
Another  did  not  believe  in  everlasting  punishment  or  total 
depravity,  and  his  sister  had  the  courage  to  make  the  sarue 
request  because  she  now  believed  in  universal  salvation. 
The  pastor  was  instructed  to  send  letters  of  admonition  to 
these  erring  ones.   In  the  end  at  least  the  last  two  were 
excomaunicated,  Qtne   cannot  fail  to  respect  their  intellectual 
honesty  and  sincerity. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  a  pastor's  life  could  hardly 
be  one  of  unbroken  serenity.  Mr,  Pickett  must  have  been 
one  of  those  people  who  make  both  staunch  friends  and  bitter 
enemies,  and  who  are  not  well  adapted  to  the  task  of  recon- 
ciling opposing  factions.  The  situation  which  he  faced  was 
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one  to  test  the  wisdom  and  tact  of  a  Solomon, 

There  Is  extent  a  very  interesting  pamphlet,  written  by 
Mr,  Plcliett  himself,  entitled  "The  Final  Answer"  in  which 
he  reviews  the  experiences  of  his  pastorate.  He  says,  1 
found  In  a  few  months  .  .  .  .that  norainal  Hopkins lanism  waa 
with  many  practical  Antlnomianlsm,  and  that  its  spirit 
arrogantly  assumed  to  itself  most  of  the  piety  in  the  Church 
and  the  right  to  control  the  minister  in  his  preaching  and 
intercourse  with  his  people.  My  doctrinal  sentiments,  which 
were  essentially  Calvinistic,  as  they  ever  have  been,  did 
not  from  the  beginning  accord  v;ith  the  notions  of  some,".  ,  , 
"I  manifested  too  much  sympathjr  for  the  impenitent,  and  'did 
not  sufficiently  lash  the  Univeraallsts'  in  my  preaching. 
It  was  further  objected  that  I  shook  hands  with  Universalists, 
'It  cannot  be,'  it  was  said,  'that  our  minister  preaches  truth, 
because  the  Universalists  aad  impenitent  say  they  like  him,' 
The  Universalists  never  pretended  to  like  my  doctrines .  But 
though  I  never  v;itLheld  evangelical  truth,  yet  it  was  ever 
my  design  to  preach  kindly,  and  if  I  did  not  'lash  the  Univer- 
salists and  impenitent'  enough  to  satisfy  some  of  my  hearers, 
it  was  because  I  believed  there  was  a  more  excellent  way," 
The  dissatisfaction  here  iraplied  came  to  a  head  on  March 
16,1843  when  a  .rt^vip   of  twenty-six  members  of  the  Church 
addressed  a  letter  to  their  "i3eioved  Pastor"  of  which  the 
following  la  a  part.  "The  undersigned  would  state,  that  in 
what  may  be  said  in  this  communication,  they  have  no  intention 
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of  calling  in  question  your  general   oharacter  as  a  Christian 
and  a  pastor.  But  while  they  have  the  kindest  feelings 
towards  yourself  and  family,  they  feel  constrained  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  say  frankly,  yet  aS'ectlonately,  that  they 
have  been  grieved  and  tried  with  respect  to  the  course  you 
have  taken  in  resard  to  the  several  subjects  named  below; 

1st.  The  paucity  of  discourses  illustrative  of,  and  enforcing 
the  great  doctrines  of  the  Bible, 

8nd,  The  small  number  of  thoroughly  studied  sermons. 

3rd.  An  apparent  want  of  interest  in,  and  neglect  of  labor 
for  the  Sunday  School , 

4th,  In  neglecting  to  oppose  and  reprove  the  prevailing 
vice  of  intemperance  generally,  and  especially  as  it  prevails 
in  this  place,  whereby  the  intemperate  have  been  encouraged 
in  their  ruinous  courses,  to  the  great  reproach  of  the  cause 
of  religion, 

5th.  In  greatly  IKJuring  the  temperance  cause,  thro^'ing 
obstacles  in  ti.e  way,  and  retarding  its  progress,  by  senti- 
ments publicly  advanced  from  the  pulpit,  and  by  virtual 
opposition  to  the  same,  in  refusing  to  subscribe  to  the  Total 
Abstinence  pleilge. 

6th.  %  pursuing  (it  may  be  honestly)  a  mistaken  and 
injurious  course  of  conduct,  whereby  your  Influence  in 
regard  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  Church  and  Society  has 
been  nearly  destroyed,  and  which  has  been  the  occasion  of 
divlsiona  in  the  Church  and  Society," 
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A  meetins  of  the  Church  was  called  and  a  comriilttee  chosen 
to  consult, with  tlie  Pastor.  It  was  voted  that  at  the  time 
appointed  for  tl'ieir  session  as  many  of  the  Church  as  coaid 
should  meet  at  the  Hall  for  prayer.  The  meeting  adjourned 
for  a  week, ''when  the  committee  reported  that  after  an  hour 
spent  in  prayer  they  conversed  on  the  subject  of  the  diffi- 
culties and  were  unable  to  agree  on  a  settletaent  except  by 
a  mutual  coaacil, 

Xhis  council  convened  in  Union  Hall  at  nine  A.M.  July  12, 
1j43.   i'he  churches  represented  were  East  Bradford,  Lynn, 
•vest  andover,  Lowell  and  .iiedford.   ihe  morning  session 
lasted  until  one  o'clock,  was  followed  by  a  second  from  two 
until  six,  and  a  third  comuiencing  at  seven  P.M.  a   coimiiittee 
was  chosen  to  draw  up  a  result  to  be  presented  at  six  .i.wi. 
the  following  day.  An  abstract  of  the  result  is  here  gi^en. 

ris  to  t;  e  first  two  charges,  the  council  was  gratified  to 
find  Lhat  there  was  a  de^aaad  for  the  kind  of  ser:iions  incJlcated, 
but  considered  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  pastor  had 
been  specially  delinquent,   '^'ith  the  demands  of  so  large  a 
parish,  it  was  impossible  that  all  his  sermons  should  have 
been  thoroughly  studied.   He  may  have  misjudged  in  not 
devoting  a  greater  proportion  of  his  time  to  preparation 
for  the  pulpit, 

AS  to  the  Sabbath  School,  the  Pastor  appears  to  have  done 
more  than  most  ministers  find  themselves  able  to. 

That  the  Pastor  has  been,  from  first  to  last,  a  friend  to 
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the  temperance  cause  and  earnestly  desired  to  promote  It  has 
been  made  plain.  Some  objections  had  been  raised  to  a  parti- 
cular sermon.  The  Council  found  nothing  objectionaoie  in  it. 
It  advocated  total  abstinence. 

The  difficulties  of  the  brethren  are  to  be  attributed  some- 
what to  a  mistaKGn  sense  of  duty.   The  Council  think  they  dis- 
cover a  wrong  principie,  which  is  in  the  assumption  that  it 
is  a  fjood  reason  why  a  pastor  should  be  dismissed  that  a  res- 
pectable minority  of  the  Church  desire  his  dismission.  They 
also  thinlc  there  is  jiist  reason  to  complain  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  complaints  were  first  presented.  Organizing  a 
secret  oorofoinatlon  and  circulating  a  document  containing 
charges  of  delinquency,  to  raise  a  party  against  the  minister 
and  also  calling  a  church  meeting  with  a  design  to  vote  that 
the  minister's  usefulness  Is  at  an  end  before  he  has  been 
put  dn  trial  are  both  a  breach  of  covenant,  and  an  invasion 
of  the  pastor's  rights. 

In  conclusion  the  oocnplainants  are  urged  to  allow  the  pastor 
the  liberty  they  claim  for  themselves,  and  the  pafetfir  is 
enjoined  to  beware  of  unicind  feelings  and  anxiously  to  inquire 
for  deficiencies  and  study  to  avoid  any  he  may  detect.  No 
man  is  more  sure  of  the  divine  lienedictlon  than  the  peace- 
malcer , 

A  few  days  before  this  council, July  6th.  the  Parish  had 
passed  the  following  resolution  by  a  vote  of  eighty  to 
thirty-one;  "Whereas  the  Rev.  4aron  Pickett  has  oeea   re- 
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quested  by  a  number  of  this  Society  to  unite  with  them  in 
affectin'?  a  dissolution  of  the  relation  existing  between  him 
and  this  Society,  Reeftlved  that  our  minister,  the  Rev,  Aaron 
Pickett  ought  not  to  cooperate  with  said  members,  but  continue 
to  labor  among  us  agreeable  to  the  contract  between  him  and 
this  Society." 

The  next  day  in  a  Church  meeting,  Deacon  Jabez  D.  Parker 
presented  this  resolution:  "Whereas  on  important  stiibjects 
there  exists  a  difference  of  feeling  between  the  Pastor  and 
a  large  number  of  this  Church,  and  consequently  the  Church  is 
in  an  unhappy  state  of  division,  Therefore,  resolved  that  it 
is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  his  labors  will  lon:5er  be 
usefi^tl  in  this  place,"  This  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  thirty- 
nine  to  thirty-four. 

The  result  of  the  Council  was  not  acted  upon  by  the  Church, 
because  both  parties  had  previously  signified  that  they  would 
conform  to  it.  According  to  Mr.  Picisett's  statement  it  was 
entered  on  the  Church  records,  but  was  cut  out,  the  clerk 
and  pastor  being  present,  at  the  request  of  Deacon  Parker, 
who  agreed  to  use  his  influence  and  labor  to  promote  peace 
in  the  Church  if  it  were  cut  out  and  placed  on  file. 

In  the  pamphlet  already  quoted  tir.  Pickett  gives  as  th© 
leading  cause  of  the  division  "the  spirit  in  a  part  of  the 
Church  of  a  vain,  bigoted,  dogmatic  AntlSomianism,  which 
grounded  its  hope  of  slilvation  in  grace  without  much  scruple 
respecting  the  nature  of  works," 
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"It  was  not  enough  that  I  was  aatl-slavery,  that  I  was 
strictly  a  teaperanc©  man,  but  I  must  conform  in  relation 
to  those  subjects  to  such  partioulsir  doctrines  and  join  such 
societies  as  certain  persons  dictated,  or  incur  their  dis- 
pleasure," 

"3y  an  exchange  a  sermon  was  preached  in  my  pulpit  the  object 
of  which  was  to  prove  that  Christ  was  officially  greater  than 
the  Father.   I  preached  a  sermon  in  which  I  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  ambassador  was  never  above  the  throne  or  him 
that  sent  him.  The  opposition  declared  I  was  a  Unitarian," 

In  regard  to  the  temperance  ipovement  ealled  Washingtonlanism, 
"At  first  I  received  the  lecturers  with  satisfaction,  but  it 
became  evident  their  main  object  was  to  destroy  religion  by 
mingling;  infidel  sentiments  in  t>  e  discussion,  I  was  therefore 
denounced  as  an  opposer  of  the  temperance  cause,"  He  alludes 
to  the  sermon  in  which  the  Council  had  found  nothing  objection- 
able, and  in  which  R^^lncilcated  the  doctrine  of  total  absti- 
nence. 

The  efforts  of  the  first  Council  bore  little  fruit,  and 
it  mi^iit  be  asied  why  Mr,  Pickett  did  not  take  matters  into 
his  own  hands  and  resign.   It  must  be  recalled  that  an 
installed  Gonsresational  minister  can  be  regularl.y  dismissed 
only  by  an  ecclesiastical  council.  Also  the  result  of  a 
number  of  votes  shows  that  Mr,  Pickett  had  a  real  majority 
of  friends,  Ho-^ever,  on  January  SS,  1346  the  Church  was 
requested  to  unite  with  him  in  calling  a  council  to  dismiss 
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him  from  his  pastoral  relations.  The  Church  voted  to  choose 
a  committee  of  three  to  call  on  the  assessors  to  concur  with 
them  in  calling  a  mutual  council,  Jabea  D.  Pakrlcer,  Ambrose 
Kingman,  and  Mark  M.  Temple  were  chosen.  On  February  2nd 
the  Parish  voted  to  cooperate  and  chose  as  their  committee 
Caleb  Wakefield,  Thaddeus  3.  Pratt,  Esq.  and  Daniel  Pratt,  Jr,, 
This  latter  committee  was  Instructed  to  appear  before  the 
Council  and  take  all  honorable  measures  to  shew  them  that  it 
was  Inexpedient  under  existing  circumstances  to  dissolve  the 
pastoral  relations  between  Mr,  Pickett  and  this  Society.  This 
vote  passed  seventy-four  to  forty-eight. 

This  Second  Council  met  on  March  4th  and  gave  the  unanimous 
result  that  Mr,  Pickett  ought  not  to  be  dismissed,  "We  think 
that  the  course  pursued  by  some  of  those  who  have  opposed  their 
pastpr  is  unreasonable,  unchristian,  and  a  violation  of  thei» 
covenant  obligations,  more  especially  in  entertaining  and 
freely  circulating  unfounded  Jealousies,  and  in  cheriahing 
opinions  injurious  to  hia  as  a  man  and  a  minister}  not  only 
without  evidence,  but  also  without  making  proper  efforts  to 
ascertain  the  truth," 

Still  a  reconciliation  was  no  nearer.  In  June  an  attempt 
was  made  to  choose  a  new  clerk  to  supplant  Ambrose  Kingman 
who  had  held  that  office  since  Mr.  Reid's  dismissal.  At  a 
meeting  at  which  Timothy  Wakefield  was  moderator  Brother 
William  T.  temple  was  chosen  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  twenty- 
four,  and  Deacon  Jabez  D,  Parker,  who  had  long  been  treasurer, 
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was  re-elected  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  sixteen.   It  was 
apparently  a  packed  meeting.  Early  in  January  of  1847  a 
meeting  was  called  at  which  the  pastor  took  his  place  as 
moderator,  but  declared  the  meeting  Illegally  called  and 
announced  that  he  should  oppose  every  step.  At  this  meeting 
and  one  in  February  Mr.  Pickett  stood  his  ground  as  moderator, 
though  a  motion  was  made  by  William  T. Temple  as  clerk  calling 
for  a  nomination  for  a  moderator,  Ballots  were  taken  to 
elect  two  deacons «  David  Emerson  was  chosen  by  thtSfty  votes 
to  none  and  William  T.  Temple  by  thirty-one  to  none.  Mean- 
while Mr.  Kingman  refused  to  give  up  his  post  as  clerk.   It 
Is  futile  to  go  into  more  detail  about  the  wrangling  over  the 
legality  of  the  meetings  etc.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Mr. 
Pickett  was  charged  with  claiming  to  control  the  proceedings 
of  the  Church,  and  the  members  were  not  at  all  united.  The 
record  says  "The  friends  of  order",  meaning  Mr.  Pickett's 
supporters,  "did  not  vote". 

Meanwhile  the  letter  of  March  16,  13«3  had  not  been  for- 
gotten. Three  of  its  signers  had  acknowledged  that  their 
action  was  wroag.  The  other  twenty -three  now,  after  four 
years  each  received  a  letter  reading  thus:  Dear  Brother: 
You,   are  charged  with  violating  your  covenant  obligation  as 
a  member  of  the  South  Church  in  Reading  in  uniting  with  others 
In  sending  a  letter  dated  March  16,  1343  to  our  pastor.  Rev, 
Aaron  Pickett,  containing  six  charges  (which  a  mutual  council 
decided  to  be  without  foundation)  and  thereby  promoting 
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unhappy  division  in  this  Church  and  Society  to  the  great 
grief  of  many  of  your  brethren," 

Those  twenty-three  were*.  David  Emerson,  Franklin  Weston, 
Deacon  Jabez  D,  Parker,  William  Parker,  Luther  Parker,  Aaron 
Parker,  William  Parker,  3rd,  (leorge  Davis,  Jonathan  Heselton, 
Richard  Temple,  William  T.  Temple,  Rufua  W.  Damon,  Etson 
Damon,  John  Parker,  John  Steele,  Joseph  3,  Wilcox,  Calvin 
H.  Cleaves,  Samuel  S.  Porter,  Samuel  W.  Steele,  Sumner  Weston, 
William  T.  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Wyman  .3,  Parker, 

It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  all  the  details  of  the  action 
which  ended  at  a  meeting  on  April  6,  1347  with  a  unanimous 
vote  concerning  each  Individually  "That  h©  be  excluded  from 
the  fellowship  and  communion  of  this  Church,  according  to  the 
13th  of  Matthew." 

A  mutual  council  was  proposed,  but  could  not  be  agreed  upon. 
The  excommunicated  brethren  demanded  an  ex  parte  council, 
which  met  on  June  15th  at  Union  Hall,  This  council  was 
composed  of  representatives  of  thirteen  different  churches 
located  In  Springfield,  Randolph,  Boston,  Newburyport,  Holden, 
Mlddleboro,  Sridgewater,  Lancaster,  Pepperell,  Woburn,  Chelsea, 
and  also  Rev.  George  Allen,  chaplain  of  the  i^oreester  Hospital, 
After  two  days  of  deliberation  it  adjourned  to  meet  in  the 
flhapel  of  Mfe,  Vernon  Church,  3oston  on  June  30th,  when  the 
committee  on  the  Result  reported,  and  were  directed  to  prepare 
their  report  for  publication.  This  result  fills  about  fifty 
printed  pages  and  is  available  to  any  who  care  to  read  it  in 
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detail.  The  important  decisions  rendered  are  that  the  ex- 
communications are  invalid  and  that  Mr.  Piolcett  exceeded  his 
pastoral  authority  as  well  as  that  of  moderator  when  he  nulli- 
fied votes  of  the  Church. 

Mr,  Pickett  was  the  subject  of  a  savage  attack  by  Rev,  George 
Allen,  which  was  first  published  under  the  pseudonym  "Vindex", 
and  which  is  intended  as  a  justification  of  the  decision  of 
the  Council  and  supports  Dr.  Edward  3eecher  who  was  an  out- 
standing opponent  of  Mr.  Pickett. 

In  December  the  excommunicated  ones  presented  themselves 
at  communion.   In  consequence  of  this  a  motion  was  made  by 
John  Weston  at  a  meeting  of  the  Church  that,  in  view  of 
evidence  that  they  intended  to  present  themselves  at  the 
next  communion, "the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  by 
this  Church  (for  the  sake  of  peace)  be  suspended  till  the 
Pastor  and  spiritual  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  Church 
may  meet  at  the  Communion  Table  without  interruption." 

At  about  the  same  time  Deacon  CaldD  Wakefield  was  chosen 
treasurer  of  the  Church  in  place  of  Deacon  Jabez  Packer. 

The  momentous  outcome  of  all  these  troubled  years  was  that 
in  1349  the  twenty-three  above  named  and  their  friends  to 
the  number  of  ninety  all  told  formed  the  Bethesda  Church . 

It  might  seem  that  this  lamentable  situation  would  have 
engrossed  the  thoughts  of  all  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
church  life.  On  the  contrary  In  the  spring  of  1346 ■ it  was 
voted  to  remodel  the  meeting-house.  The  Parish  chose  a 
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committee  of  agents  who  were  authorized  to  secure  a  loan  of 
the  money  needed,  not  to  exceed  1^5000,  This  committee  was 
instructed  to  purchase  of  all  who  were  willing  to  sell,  all 
the  pews  on  the  lower  floor  at  a  price  not  exceeding  one- 
half  the  original  cost  and  all  pews  in  the  galleries  for  not 
more  than  a  fourth  of  their  cost.  All  pews  not  thus  purchased 
were  to  be  appraised  by  three  disinterested  persons.  The 
agents  chosen  were  Caleb  Wakefield,  Esq.,  Thomas  Sweetser, 
Esq.,  and  Loea  Parker;  and  the  appraisers  Hon,  Lilley  Eaton 
and  Hon,  Thomas  Smerson  of  South  Reading  and  Darius  Stearns, 
Esq,  of  Stonteham, 

It  was  specified  that  the  floor  be  raised  one  foot  and  six 
inches;  that  there  be  made  ninety-six  pews  on  said  floor,  that 
$>he   wall  pews  be  curved,  and  that  all  pews  be  lined,  stuff edj. 
cushioned,  and  carpeted  and  that  the  ais'tes  be  carpeted;  that 
there  be  thirty  pews  in  the  galleries,  also  to  be  stuffed, 
cushioned  and  carpeted;  that  the  singers'  seats  also  be 
cushioned,  the  backs  stuffed  and  the  floor  carpeted;  and  that 
the  pulpit  be  built  in  good  style.  The  committee  was 
Instructed  to  warm  the  meeting-house  by  means  of  furnaces. 
The  worlc  was  done  according  to  these  instructions. 

On  SepttBber  Ist  the  report  of  a  committee  on  disposing 
of  the  meeting-house  was  presented.  The  pews  were  to  be 
let,  "reserving  one  pew  for  the  pastor,  one  pew  each  side 
of  the  pulpit  next  to  the  same  for  elderly  persons,  also 
seats  in  the  south-west  and  south-east  parts  of  the  galleries 
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as  free  seats,"  The  aum  of  |.1200  annually  was  to  be  appraised 

on  the  pews.  They  neve   then  sold  at  auction  for  choice,  and 

those  who  bid  them  off  could  retain  them  for  themselveB  or 

heirs  as  long  as  the  rent  was  paid,  or  until  the  Parish  should 

vote  to  alter  the  house. 

When  the  a^jeats  made  their  final  report  to  the  Parish,  it 

appears  that  they  had  purchased  all  the  pews  at  an  expense  of 

|5447.30,  They  had  expended  for  remodelling: 

for  fresco  painting  |150,00 

"  painting,  graining, 

varnishing  153,00 

"  furnaces  300,00 

"  pulpit  and  furniture  500,00 
"  600  yards  carpeting  405.00 
"  upholstering  1378.00 

"  stock, labor  and  miscellaneous 

832,92 
"  Gomaittee's  bills  122.46 

Total      13841.38 

This  sum  was  procured  by  loans. 

When  the  pews  were  put  up  at  auction  choice  money  ranged 
from  $0.15  to  |70  and  totalled  |1356.50,  Rent  was  from 
|3.00  to  #15.00  totalling  ^1200,00,  The  combined  amount 
was  ^3056, 50  for  a  hundred  and  thirty-four  pewa,  a  larger 
number  than  originally  planned.  Rev.  Peter  Sanborn  is 
recorded  to  have  paid  |17.00  choice  money  and  $11.00  rent 
for  pew  No.  2. 

In  connection  with  the  remodelling  it  was  voted  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  repeal  the  act  incorporating  the  Ministerial 
Fund,   The  vote  of  repeal  was  passed  in  iiarch  of  1347  with 
the  provision  that  all  notes,  securities  etc.  of  the  Fund 
be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Parish  to  dispose  of 
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as  directed  by  the  Parish,  said  Parish  to  devote  said 
property  exclasively  to  parochial  purposes.  The  Fund  was 
reported  to  amount  to  $7414.43,  A  previous  vote  of  the 
Parish  had  provided  for  the  use  of  a  part  of  the  Fund  for 
the  reiuodelling. 

It  was  decided  that  the  meeting-house  as  thus  renovated 
should  be  used  only  for  religious  purposes,  Among  by-laws 
adopted  by  the  Parish  are  found  these: 

Section  1,  Every  person  is  earnestly  requested  to  abstain 
from  the  use  of  tobacco  in  all  its  forms  while  in  this  house. 

Section  2.  All  persons  are  requested  not  to  stand  in  the 
Projection  of  the  House  to  the  annoyance  of  those  who  may 
wish  to  pass  to  and  from  their  pews,  nor  in  the  rear  of  the 
singers'  seats  to  the  annoyance  of  the  singers. 

The  interior  of  the  house  when  finished  must  have  remained 
much  the  same  at  least  until  it  was  sold.  The  pulpit  of 
beautifully  polished  and  panelled,  wood  was  very  imposing, 
built  on  a  platform  which  was  reached  by  several  steps  and 
extending  well  across  its  front.  3ehind  this  the  choir 
gallery  rose  with  the  organ' s  dark  case  and  gilded  pipes 
conspicuous.  The  fresco- painting  was  in  soft  grey-brown 
tones  and  the  upholstery  was  in  a  neutral  tint.   The 
panelled  front  of  the  gallery,  which  was  built  around  three 

sides  of  the  house,  was  painted  white.  Qtther   wood  finish  , 
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is  an  old-time  memory. 
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The  present  Old  South  Methodist  Church  la  a  perfect 
replica  of  the  exterior. 

The  dedication  tooii  place  on  September  10,1346,  and  Rev. 
Aaron  Pickett  preached  the  sermon. 

As  has  been  said,  the  Bethesda  Church  was  formed  in  1349, 
Some  months  after  its  formation  the  parent  Church  listened  to 
the  following  report  of  a  committee j  "Whereas,  a  number  of 
persons,  members  of  this  Church,  in  the  spring  of  1849,  with- 
out asking  letters  of  dismission  and  recommendation  from  us 
did  invite  an  Ecclesiastical  Council  to  organize  themselves 
and  twenty-three  others  into  a  church,  and  the  tweaty-three 
others  being  at  the  time  excomiTrualcated  from  this  Church, 
the  disorderly  proceedings  in  the  above-mentioned  transaction 
being  manifest  from  the  fact  that  the  several  meetings,  at 
which  the  business  was  transacted  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
were  no  regular  church  meetings  in  which  any  church  business 
could  be  lawfully  done,  these  meetings  having  been  called  by 
William  T.  Temple,  an  excomniunicant  of  our  body  and  by  posting 
a  notice  or  notices  thereof,  contrary  to  a  by-law  then  on  our 
Church,  records . 

"And  wuereas  the  Ecclesiastical  Council  invited  did  con- 
vene and  organize  into  a  church  styled  the  Betbesda  Church  in 
Reading  the  aforedaid  persons,  members  of  this  Church  and  the 
twenty-three  excommuni cants  above-mentioned, 

"And  whereas  the  doings  in  tiie  matter  of  those  members  of 
this  Church  who  invited  t'-^e  Couacll  and  became  organized  into 
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a  church  were  disorderly,  schismatic  and  a  breach  of  their 
covsaant  obligations,  to  say  nothing  of  the  disorderly  pro- 
ceodiasa  in  its  orgaaiaation  as  above-mentioned. 

"Resolved  that  we  cannot  have  fellowship  with  the  Bethesda 
Church  in  this  place." 

This  report  was  unanimously  accepted,  and  the  peace  est- 
ablished on  this  unsatisfactory  basis  reigned  for  a  time. 

In  February  of  1350  Mr.  Pickett  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  Parish:   "From  various  circumstances  during  my 
ministry  in  this  place  considerable  special  or  extra  ministerial 
Or  pastoral  labor  has  seemed  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  Church  and  Society.  Such  labors  may- 
be still  further  necessary;  and  believing  that  the  performance 
according  to  the  strong  desires  of  my  heart  for  your  greatest 
prosperity  and  honor  as  a  religious  society  would  be  attended 
v«ith  special  danger  to  my  health  and  even  to  m^  life  itself. 
I  do  hereby  respectfully  request  this  Heligious  Society  to 
unite  with  the  Church  and  myself  in  calling  an  ecclesiastical 
council  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving  my  present  ministerial 
and  pastoral  relations  according  to  usage  in  such  cases. 

Ever  praying  for  your  temporal  and  spiritual  prosperity 
and  happiness,  I  reaain  most  affectionately 

Yours  in  the  G-ospel, 
AAron  Pickett  " 

The  Church  and  Parish  passed  resolutions  to  the  same 
effect*  The  Parish  on  motion  of  Deacon  Caleb  V=?akefield 
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adppted  the  following:  "1.  Resolved  that  v,e  deeply  re;sret 
the  decline  of  our  Pastor' 3  health,  wi.ioh  coapels  him  to 
aak  a  dlaalasion,  and  fervently  hope  that  relaxati  )n  from 
his  pastoral  duties  itiay  be  the  means  of  restorln^^  hira  to 
his  accustomed  health,  impaired  by  his  faithful,  anremitting 
and  arduous  labors  among  this  people, 

"2,  Resflilved  that  we  hereby  tender  our  Pastor  our  thanks 
for  his  unsparing  efforts  in  our  behalf,  and  hereby  express 
our  gratitude  that  under  the  guidance  of  Heaven  he  has  been 
enabled  so  successfully  to  maintain  the  right  against  an  un- 
paralleled opposition  now  retired  from  the  field,  and  our 
earnest  prayer  that  the  best  of  Heaven's  blessings  may  descend 
upon  him,  v?herever  Qod  in  His  Providence  may  cast  his  lot." 

The  Church  resolution  concludes  with  zhe   words  "always 
praying  that  he  and  the  laembers  of  this  Church  may  so  conduct 
(themselves)  that  they  may  meet  in  another  and  better  Tworld 
where  the  -wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at 
rest." 

On  condition  that  Mr.  Pickett  supply  the  pulpit  till 
April  1st  the  assessors  were  instructed  to  draw  an  order  for 
|500,  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage  was  granted  him  until 
wanted  for  another  minister,  provided  not  to  exceed  one  year. 

The  Council  of  dismissal  met  on  April  3rd  and  expressed 
sincere  regret  that  "icihat  appears  to  them  an  imperious 
necessity  has  sundered  tMs  relation  at  a  time  when  it  was 
on  both  parts  so  cordial  and  when  the  manifest  presence  of  the 
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spirit  of  CJod  and  the  desires  of  the  people  made  his  con- 
tinuance so  desirable,"  The  opinion  was  expressed  that 
"if  nis  health  would  vsarrant  it,  the  people  would  give  him 
a  loud  call  to  resume  the  cliarge," 

Mr,  tickett  on  leaving  Reading  return^  to  his  native 
town  of  Sandisfield,   In  January  of  1851  he  was  installed 
as  pastor  of  the  Church  there,  and  continued  as  its  minister 
until  his  death,  fifteen  3^ears  later. 

While  the  writer  v?aa  struggling  isith  the  ratl:er  complicated 
records  of  Mr.  Picltett's  pastorate,  she  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  another  native  of  Sandisfield,  Rev,  Frederick  T, 
Persons,  of  the  Congregational  Library,  who  knew  much  about 
Mr,  Pickett's  life  and  threw  much  li^ht  on  his  character, 
Mr,  Persons  contributes  thisj   "He  seems  to  have  been  a 
rigid  Galvinist  and  also  a  genial,  friendly  and  lovable  aan. 
He  was  a  great  pastor  and  a  constant  parish  visitor.  He  was 
a  household  viord   in  my  boyhood,  and  I  Xons   supposed  that  his 
was  a  life  pastorate.  The  older  people  always  spoke  of  him 
with  great  affection,  and  he  was  always  referred  to  as  "Father" 
Pickett, 

"Oeorge  A.  Shepard  of  Sandisfield  was  the  town  poet,  and 

and  on  several  occasions  wrote  up  the  town  history  in  verse. 

In  his  poem  of  1874  at  a  Christmas  Festival,  he  wrote  of  Mr, 

Pickett  as  follows: 

0  how  we  loved  the  good  old  man'. 
To  greet  him  little  childrea  ran; 
Sinner  or  saint  it  mattered  not, 
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From  hiui  a  cheering  word  they  got; 
0  'twas  a  joy  hie  hand  to  clasp, 
ruid  hear  his  rin^in^j  ha*,  ha',  laugh, 
And  hia  purap-handle  shake  ,50  through, 
»Vith  "Glad  to  see  you,  ho\'i   d'ye  do. 
Relate  iiow  suoh  and  so-and-so, 
Ijjear  ■&€   kin  of  yours  he  used  to  -mow, 
But  foul  disease  upon  hiia  preyed 
Till  nature's  debt  at  last  was  payed; 
Then  angels  bright  oa   wings  of  love, 
His  spirit  bore  to  realms  above," 

The  Old  oouth  i,.anual  of  1351  pays  this  tribute:  "The 
early  portion  of  his  ministry  was  peaceful,  useful  and  pro- 
sperous.  In  the  latter  years  of  it  he  endured  an  exj^erience 
of  unparalleled  trial  among  a  portion  of  his  people,  in  v.'hlch 
his  faith  and  constaaoy  won  the  strong  and  abiding  affection 
of  hia  flock.  One  hundred  and  thirty-five  persons  were 
added  to  the  Church  durins  his  ministry," 

Mr.  Pic'Kett  died  January  10,1366.   3n  his  totabstone  are 
inscribed  the  words  "Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord,' 

From  this  point  the  story  of  the  two  churches  has  to  be 
followed. 

Added  to  the  narrative  are  the  list  of  deacons  to  date 
and  the  inventory  of  the  historic  coamunion  service. 
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Deacons  of  the  Third  Qhuroh 

It  is  impossible  to  list  the  names  of  all  Church  officers 
during  these  eighty  years,  but  the  tist  of  deacons  is  here 
given  with  the  dates  of  their  election,  which  was  for  life. 

Jonathan  Temple,     Maroh  1,1770 

Samuel  Sancroft,     March  1,1770 

i'imothy  Pratt,  July  3,1778 

James  Sancroft,       May  6,1784 

John  femple,  March  12,1795 

Benjamin  Pratt,       March  19,1795 

Daniel  Temple,    December  13,1811 

Jonathan  Baldwin,  August  S3, 1821 

Caleb  Wakefield,  August  23,1021  ' 

Jabez  D.  Parker,  September  S1,18S6 

Charles  Temple,   October  29,182$ 

(Jeorge  Baldwin,   May  5,1336. 
H©  qther  names  are  listed  until  1851. 
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ytiQ  Old  GomaunlQ-g  Service  with  Its  Inscriptions 

Ssail  Flaaon.  The  gitt  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Haven  first 

pastor  to  the  Third  Church  in  Reading. 
Two  Lar-^e  Fla'-yona .  "fresented  by  David  Pratt  to  the  South 

Church  of  Christ  In  Reading." 
# Three  Cups .  "The  Property  of  the  South  Church  of  GJ:irist  in 

Reading," 
O^e  Qup.  "Presented  to  the  Second  Church  in  Reading  by 

Lieut.  Josej:)h  i3anoroft,  1316. •♦ 
One  Cup,  unmarked, 
Qae  Cup.  "The  Gift  of  Deacon  Timothy  Pratt  to  the  Third 

Church  of  Christ  in  Readlns." 
One  Cup.  "Part  of  this  cup  is  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  Timothy 

Dickinson  to  the  Third  Church." 
IfaJ*ee  Gups,  "aift  of  Jere;Qiah  Swain  to  the  Third  Church." 
One  Cu2.  "3-ift  of  Sarah,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Swain  to  the  Third 

Church." 
pn@  Gup,  "a^ift  of  Sarauel  Damon  to  the  Third  Church," 


#0n  May  29,1318  the  Church  Records  show  action  to  buy  three 
cups,  estimated  to  cost  §66 .CX), 
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The  Betheeda  Ghuroh 

The  movement  to  organize  the  new  church  was  formally 
started  by  circulating  a  paper  dated  January  25,  1849  which 
reads  as  follows:   "On  account  of  existing  circums;^ances 
In  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  the  South  Parish  in 
Reading  it  is  thought  best  by  many  that  another  Orthodox 
Society  should  be  formed  in  this  place.  All  persons  wishing 
to  unite  in  forming  such  a  society  will  please  subscribe 
their  names."  This  ^'as  signed  by  Timothy  Wakefield  and 
sixty-fivo  others. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  "ipril  9th  at  the  house  of  Henry  W, 
Parker,  William  Vvakefield  iivas  moderator,  and  a  committee  of 
ten  was  chosen  to  apply  for  a  warrant  to  call  a  meeting  to 
organize  a  society,  Aaron  Parker  was  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee and  the  warrant  Avas  Issued  by  Alfred  A.  Prescott,  Esq. 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  a  meeting  on  April  23rd  at  Academy 
Hall, 

At  this  meeting  Gapt,  l^lmothy  Wakefield  was  elected 
moderator,  Oliver  Peabody,  clerk,  Milo  Parker  treasurer  and 
collector,  and  Timothy  Wakefield,  Aaron  Parker  and  John  H. 
Bancroft  assessors.  The  society  was  named  "The  Bethesda 
Society," 

k   few  days  before,  on  April  17th,  an  ecclesiastical 
council  had  met  at  Academy  Hall.  Rev,  Reuben  Emerson  of 
South  Reading  acted  as  moderator,  and  a  committee  consisting 
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of  Tiuiothy  Wakefield, Jan.,  Mark  E.  Temple,  and  John  Cheney 
presented  their  reasons  for  their  desire  to  organize  a  new 
church,  Thesd  were  approved,  and  services  were  held  in  the 
3aptlat  Church,  with  the  following  program; 

Reading  of  the  minutes  by  the  scribe, Rev.  A.W.McClure 

of  Maiden. 

Introductory  Prayer,  Rev.  Mr,  Paine  of  Holden. 

Sermon,  Rev,  Dr.  Kirk  of  Boston. 

Constituting  Prayer  by  the  Moderator. 

Consecrating  Prayer,  Rev,  Dr.  Emerson  of  Salem. 

Right  hand  of  fellowship,  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  i3eeeh©r  of 

Boston. 

Concluding  Prayer,  Rev.  Dr.  Clmalley  of  Worcester, 
The  Church  started  with  ninety  members.   Its  first 
business  meetiiig  was  held  on  -^pril  25th,  and  its  first  officers 
were  Mark  M, Temple,  moderator;  Stillman  S,  Parker,  clerk; 
Deacon  Jabez  D,  Parker,  treasurer.  The  first  deacons  were 
Jabez  D,  Parker  and  David  EsTierson, 

In  May  the  Society  held  meetings  witii  regard  to  building 
a  meeting-house.   The  offer  of  Rev.  Peter  Sanborn  of  tiie  gift 
of  a  lot  was  accepted  and  an  adjoining  lot  was  purchased  of 
him  for  |250,  Plans  and  work  must  have  progressed  rapialy, 
fop  within  eight  months  the  house  was  ready  to  be  dedicated. 
To  raise  the  necessary  funds  the  old-time  plan  of  selling 
the  pews  was  adopted,  $13,500  was  appraised  on   them  and  the 
amount  raised  by  sale  at  public  auctioij  including  the  choice 
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money,  which  was  added  to  the  appraisal,  was  tll,556.50. 
In  addition  a  nuiaber  of  pews  were  let  at  six  per  cent  of 
their  appraisal. 

In  June  the  Charch  voted  to  call  Mr.  Edward  W.  Clark 
to  be  their  pastor.   The  Society  promptly  concurred  offer- 
ing a  yearly  salary  of  |a00,  which  was  payable  quarterly. 

On  January  1,  1350  the  meetln^^-i-house  was  dedicated 
and  Mr,  Clark  ordained,   At  the  Council  Rev,  Reuben  Emerson 
of  South  Reading  presided  as  moderator  and  Rev,  Jonathan 
Edwards  of  Woburn  was  scribe,- 

The  pro,[:r^/i  co-nbines  the  two  services; 

Invocation  and  Scrip^'Ures.  Rev.  W.S.Coggln,  Boxford, 

Dedicatory  Pra^rer.   Rev,  A.B.Warner,  i.tedford. 

Dedicatory  ^'ymn .   Rev.  'T.W.Allen,  North  Reading. 

Sermon.  Rev,  T^dward  Beech er,  Boston, 

Chars©.  Rev,  A,W*McGlure,  Maiden, 

RiSht  Hand  o^  Fellowship .  Rev,  J.M.Steele,  South  Woburn. 

Address  to  the  People.  Rev,  I.P.Langworthy,  Chelsea, 

Concluding  Prayer.  Rev.  «ionathan  Edwards,  '.'lObum. 
Mr.  Clark  in  acceptlnts  the  call  to  the  pastorate  wrote 
the  follo^.'ving,  "May  his  grace,  which  is  my  reliance,  sustain 
m@  in  this  relation  and  make  me  a  blessing  to  you,  and  cause 
this  union  to  be  as  happy  in  its  continuance  as  it  is  auspic- 
ious in  its  commencement." 

Very  little  is  told  about  l^r,   Clark  except  that  the 
pastorate  was  very  harmonious  and  there  was  deep  regret  at 
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ItB  short  duration.  In  June  of  1358  Mr.  Clark  asked  for 

three  months  vacation  In  addition  to  the  month  allowed  him 

and  In  lAa.y   of  th©  next  year  requested  dismissal  because  of 

111  health.   The  resolutions  passed  at  this  time  characterize 

Him  as  "a  warm-hearted,  discreet,  wise  and  faithful  minister 

of  our  botid  Jesus  Christ.  A  determined  purpose  to  discharge 

fully  and  faithfully  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  office 

of  his  ministry  has  been  a  distinqulshing  trait  in  his  character." 

Mr.  Clark  was  able  to  return  to  the  rsinistry  later  and  held 

pastorates  in  Auburndale  and  elsewhere. 

The  house  on  the  west  corner  of  Mt.  Vernon  (then  Hill) 
and  Cbute  streets  had  been  bought  by  Mr.  Claris;  and  a  few  years 
later  v,'as  soM  by  him  to  the  Bethesda  Society,   It  was  the 
Bet'iesda  parsonage  until  th^  union  of  the  churches  and  was 
kept  by  th©  Congregational  Parish  for  several  years. 

In  1351  an  appropriation  of  |120  was  made  "for  the 
promotion  of  giaglng,  and  in  addition  |28  for  a  bass  viol, 
Mr.  Rosiwell  N,  Temple  became  choir  leader  and  the  folloising 
year  was  -granted  |150  and  authorized  to  hire  such  vocal  and 
Instrumentai  talent  as  h©  thought  proper.  In  1855  an  expense 
item  of  |15  paid  to  Samuel  Pierce  for  th©  use  of  an  or^an 
In  1353^1354,  and  in  the  latter  year  the  gallery  was  altered 
to  admit  of  a  new  organ,  the  type  of  which  is  not  stated. 

Another  interesting  item  of  this  period  is  the  payment 
of  |20  to  William  Proctor,  who  gave  the  Society  a  deed  for 
the  use  of  the  well  on  his  lot.   There  was  a  list  of  twenty- 
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six  suaacrlbera  to  assist,  Mr.  Proctor  in  digging  and  stoning 
his  well.  This  was  on  the  lawn  of  the  present  Baptist  parsonage. 
In  1660   the  Society  gave  Mr.  Proctor  a  quit-claim  deed  to  the 
right  in  this  well,  for  which  he  paid  them  §20. 

The  building  coaurdttee  chosen  in  1J49  made  their  final 
report  uwo  years  or  inore  later.   In  1352  the  debt  was  only 
|lt)£4.74>  and  the  appraised  value  of  unsold  pews  more  than 
equalled  it.  Ail  oills  for  labor  or  materials  were  paid  the 
day  they  becaiae  due. 

Their  special  thunics  were  extended  to  Mr,  Joseph  Johnson, 
the  master- workman,  who  had  also  drawn  all  the  plans  for  the 
meeting-house,  and  "also  to  all  the  workmen  ....  for  the 
pleasant  manner  in  v.hich  they  performed  the  different  duties 
aesignea  theia  and  also  their  kinfl  manner  toward  each  other," 

In  closing  the  report  they  say:  "Had  any  raan  some  two 
years  since  have  told  the  handful  of  nen  who  v. ere  then 
struggling  to  sustain  themselves  that  they  would  In  so  short 
a  time  be  in  such  a  state  of  prosperity  aa  we  find  the  Society 
at  this  time,  they  probably  would  have  felt  that  he  was 
deriding  them.   Ihat  many  have  made  much  sacrifice  your 

committee  does  not  doubt They  cannot  believe  that 

there  is  one  meuibe^r  of  the  oociaty  who  would  willingly  go 
back  to  the  state  of  things  as  they  were  some  two  years  since. 
Who  would  willingly  leave  ti.e  peace,  the  quietude,  and  the 
comfortable  state  of  things  as  they  have  existed  in  this 
Society  since  its  formation," 

132 


One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  Bethesda  Church  was  to 
take  a  strong  position  on  the  slavery  queGtion,  On  January 
24,  1J50  it  v,as  voted  "that  the  voluntary  act  of  slave- 
holdin^a,  is  a«  offence  against  Christ  in  the  person  of  his 
least  oratiiren,  rea.uirin^5  discipline. 

"2nd.  Xhat  Christian  fellowship  cannot  be   rightly  claimed 
toy,  nor  conceded  to  those  sustaining  this  relation,  but  that 
they  aust  be  deemed  and  treated  in  all  respects  on  the  same 
principles  with  those  guilty  of  other  notorious  sins,  and 
that  any  attempt  to  institute  a  ciaiai  to  fellowship  throws 
the  burden  of  defense  and  exculpation  upon  the  offender  in 
this  and  all  other  crimes  against  G-od  and  man," 

On  February  21,  1350  it  was  voted  "that  all  those  who 
shall  be  hereafter  received  into  this  Church  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  pledjing  themselves  to  total  abstinence  from  the 
use  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage," 

It  may  be  recalled  that  some  years  before  Daniel  Chute 
and  his  vs^fe  Folly  had  asJced  dismissal  from  the  orisihal 
Church  and  recomaendation  to  any   one  of  four  nelghboriniS 
churches  whose  covenant  satisfied  them.  In  the  first  year 
of-  the  Bethesda  Church  the  record  states  that  krs.  Chute 
was  received  into  fflembership  by  letter  from  the  church  in 
Wilmington .  She  was  then  "i-idov*^  Polly  Chute."  In  1354  a 
legacy  of  §150  from  her  was  accepted,  and  it  was  decided  to 
purchase  a  new  comaunlon  service  with  this  fund,  "the  old 
coanunion  services  to  be  icept  in  readiness  to  be  given  to 
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some  destitute  church."   it  Is  recorded  that  this  old 
ooiaaianlon  service  was  presented  by  Deacon  E,  Pord  of   Charles- 
town,  and  that  "the  naae  3ethesda  was  ^iven  to  the  Church 
with  this  plate  and  furnishins,"  Whether  the  plate  was 
aireaay  iaarked  with  this  naaia  la  not  stated, 

la  July  following  Mr.  Clark's  release  the  Church  called 
Mr.  »Viliiam  H.  Beecher,  the  oldest  son  of  Rev,  Lyman  3eecher. 
At  his  installation  on  September  14th,  hi a  father  offered 
the  installi'ns  prayer.  Rev,  Thoaas  Jeecher  preached  the 
sermon,  Dr.  Calvin  E.  Stowe  gave  the  charge  to  the  pastor. 
Dr.  Edward  Beecher  the  charge  to  the  people,  and  Dr.  W.I, 
Budington  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  Dr.  James  C- 
Beecher  was  present  as  a  delegate.  Despite  this  iaipressive 
start  the  pastorate  was  not  a  happy  one. 

In  the  recent  book  "iiaints,  Sinners,  and  Seechers"  bj 
Lyaan  Beecher  Stovve  there  is  a  chapter  entitled  "William 
H»  Beecher,  the  Unlucliy,"  mhich  tells  his  life  story.  As 
a  boy  he  was  no  student,  but  showed  mechanical  skill,  and 
was  accordingly  ap^.;renticed  to  a  cabinet  malcer.   It  would 
seeia  that  he  mij^ht  have  made  a  success  at  this  trade,  but 
he  left  it  and  tried  working  as  a  store  clerk.  After  several 
trials  at  this  work,  havin^i  been  converted,  he  became  very 
desirous  to  enter  the  ministry  and  went  to  Andover  Seminary, 
He  did  not  eompiete  tiis  course  there  but  studied  theology 
with  his  father.  He  was  located  as  minister  in  several 
fields,  his  last  church  being  at  North  Brookfield,  where 
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he  was  also  postmaster.  He  never  seemd  entirejj  suited  to 
the  woric  he  attempted,   When  told  that  the  3ethesda  Ghurch 
did  not  wish  to  retain  his  servlceB,  he  replied  that  he  did 
not  desire  a  separation,  yet  had  no  desire  to  trouble  them 
or  injure  those  he  ca.ixe  to  benefit,,  "If  the  thiUtj  must  be 
done,  the  sooner  it  is  accomplished,  the  better  for  us  all," 
On  April  23,  1356  he  was  dismissed  by  a  council.  The  Bethesda 
Church  v.as  invited  the  next  year  to  "aid  in  Settling"  him 
in  North  Brookfield. 

In  October  of  id56  the  Church  ca,lled  Rev,  William  H, 
Willcox,  D,D,,  a  native  of  Mew  York  City,  a  graduate  of  New 
York  University  and  of  Union  Theological  Seminary.  He  had 
preached  In  i^orwlch,  Connecticut,  and  was  then  settled  in 
Kennebun'iC,  idalne.  He  declined  the  first  call,  but  accepted 
a  second  the  next  April.  At  his  installation  on  July  2,  1357 
Rev,  Edward  «-.' .  Clari  served  as  scribe  of  the  council  and 
gave  the  address  to  the  people, 

i4r,  Illlcox  remained  here  for  twenty-two  years.  Under 
his  leadership  the  Church  ^reva   and  prDspered,  There  are 
strijkih<ily  few  unusual  events  recorded  considering  the 
length  of  tiie  pastorate. 

In  1359  the  assessors  report  havinj^  set  out  four  Jiaple 
trees  and  eitslit  elms  on  the  south  and  west  of  tl  e  house,  ■ 
and  twelve  ornamental  trees  on  the  bank  in  front.  Very 
probably  some  of  tftose  are  still  standing. 

In  June  of  1866  the  Church  voted  "to  accept  the  invitation 
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of  the  Old  Jouth  to  worship  v/itii  them  w|J11g  our  church 
edifice  is  oeio^  enlarged."  .tm  expenditure  of  more  than 
$6000  for  txiis  purpose  is  reported. 

In  1(371  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  it  waa  voted 
"that  all  iixoaey   raised  at  this  meeting  be  assessed  on  the  pews 
aoGordinjS  to  valuation,"  Xhe  assessors  were  to  use  their 
discretion  in  allowing  any  one  unable  to  pay  a  free  seat  in 
any  pevj  not  rented.   This  marks  an  Important  change  from  the 
old  system  of  selling  pews,  A  later  vote  provided  that 
ffwhen  pews  are  rented  no  person  shall  feel  himself  aggrieved 
if  the  Church  votes  to  suspend  or  alter  the  afternoon  services 
in  hot  weather." 

mar^s  of  prosperity  appear  in  the  fact  that  in  1369  Mr. 
Wlllcox's  salary,  i^hich  had  started  at  '^1000,  was  Increased 
to  ^IdOO.  Xhe  appropriation  for  sin^inti  the  next  year  was 
|400, 

In  January  of  ld79  Kr,   \Yillcox  stated  to  the  Church  "that 
iiavin^,  been   providentially  called  to.  act  as  one  of  the 
executors  of  a  lar,;ie  estate  and  findino,  it  impossible  for 
hljii  to  perform  these  neD?  duties  and  at  the  same  tlae  fulfill 
the  duties  rightfully  demanded  of  him  by  the  Church  sund  Parish 
ha  was  very  reluctantly  compelled  to  tender  his  resignation 
Of  the  pastoral  office,  said  resignation  to  take  effect  at 
the  installation  of  his  successor,"  The  "large  estate" 
was  that  of  kra,  Valeria  Stone  of  Maiden,  and  the  executor 
had  the  handling  of  generous  bequests  to  educational  insti- 
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tutlons. 

The  Parish  passed  the  following  resolution}  We  deeply 
regret  the  aecessity  that  terrainates  the  pleasant  relation 
that  has  existed  for  eo  many  years  between  pastor  and  people. 
The  faithfulness  vflth  v.'hich  he  has  performed  tne  duties  per- 
taining to  the  pastoral  office,  the  success  that  has  attended 
his  ministry  among  the  people,  and  the  pro3perit3?-  and  harmony 
that  have  always  attended  the  Tlnlted  efforts  of  tve  Church  and 
Society  under  his  ministration,  we  feel  calls  upon  us  (espec- 
ially at  this  tiae}  to  give  expression  to  our  confidence  in 
him  as  a  ainistor  of  the  Sospel,  as  a  sympathizing  friend 
and  a  man  worthy  of  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all,  and 
as  the  pastoral  Office  that  he  has  filled  so  long  with  honor 
to  himself  and  profit  to  this  people  terminates,  may  he   ever 
feel  that  he  carries  with  him  through  life  the  love  and  respect 
of  a  Gonridi;i,3  and  -inited  people  and  that  he  ivill  continue  to 
receive  the  best  wishes  of  this  Society  for  the  welfare  of 
himself  and  family. 

The  aaae  month  Rev,  William  B,  Sly  was  called,  and  his 
installation  on  March  5,  1379  marked  the  end  of  Mr,  Willcox's 
pastorate. 

The  Gouaeil  of  that  day  took  this  action:  "Resolved  that 
we  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  bear  testimony  to  our  hi^h  appre- 
ciation of  his  eminent  ability  as  a  Christian  scholar,  pastor, 
and  preacher,  whone  independent  and  fearless  presentation  of 
the  Gospel,  purity  and  manliness  of  personal  life  and  profound 
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sense  of  tie  dleiilty  of  the  mlalsterlal  calling  have  In- 
variably promoted  peace  among  t;.;e  brethren  and  an  Intelllsent 
appreciation  of  Christian  truth  and  left  a  lasting  impression 

upon  tno  moral  character  of  the  community  and  the  Church," 

prayer 
At   t,ie  installation/vv^as  offered  by  Rov,  L.J.White,  the 

sermon  was  preached  by  Rev. W.J, Tucker, D.D.,  the  installing 

prayer  was  by   Rev.J  ..>  .Wellmaa,i-..x., ,  and  Dr.  s^illcox  save 

tiie  Charge  to  the  pastor  and  people.   In  addition  to  music 

hy   the  choir  this  hymn  7/ritten  for  t!  o  occasion  was  sung  by 

the  coa^regatlDn, 

Spirit  of  grace  and  power 
To  thee  in  this  glad  hour 
Our  prayers  we  lift. 
On  thy  young  servant  rest; 
Thy  love  vvithla  his  oreaat 
SmaxiQ   him  to  us  a  blest 
Ascension  ,jift. 

.ihen  he  our  worship  leads 

And  for  ua  intercedes, 

InSj,.  j.re  r/xa   prayer. 

ihen  he  thy   truth  shall  preach 

Teach  thou  him  hov.'  to  teach. 

And  heart  and  conscience  reach- 

Thy   power  be  there, 

Loaj;  may  he  labor  here 

And  reap,  each  happy  year, 

Immortal  sheaves, 

Christ  and  his  cross  hold  fast 

Till,  toil  and  conflict  past, 

He  with  his  flock  at  last 

His  crown  receives. 

Mr..  'Ely  v?as   a  young  man  of  brilliaTit  promise,   which  was 

destined  to  be  unfilled.   On  "..ay  11,  1830  he  died  after  a 

Vseek's  illness  vfith  pneumonia.   The  record  describes  his 

funeral  as  "thronged  by  his  strickefl,  sorrowing  people. 
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who  deeply  fe3.t  tie  loss  of  the   beloved  pastor,  whose  ministry 
with  them,  so  brief,  had  been  crowded  with  such  untiring 
zeal  and  devotion  in  hia  Master's  worJ'C  here," 

The  fall  of  1330  brought  another  youn^  man,  who  was  to 
do  a  very  important  work  in  both  ohurch  and  town.  Rev,  BVanlc 

S,  A.daras  was  ordained  on  October  6th.   The  following  wag  th« 

« 

program: 

Invocat  ion .  Rev ,  S  .Ti  .Clark 

Scripture  Reading.  Rev,  J.K.Swer 

Sermon.  I^ofessor  G.M.Mead  (who  was  also  moderator) 

Ordaining  Prayer.  Rev.  Oharles  ^Inderson 

Charge  to  the  Pastor.  Rev.  H.P.DeForest 

Right  iiaad  of  B^ellowship.  Rev.  D. A. Beach 

Ghar;5e  to  the  People.  Rev.  John  H.  Sarrowa 

3enediGtloi.  The  Pastor. 

i3ut  before  ta;<i:ag  up  his  pastorate  the  story  of  the  ©id 
South  Church  should  be  brought  up  to  date. 
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Pastors   of   the   Two    Churches 

1851-1886 


«*fe'*S-»^JSSt^B 


*\ 


-^ 


*c/,> 


*REV.     LYMAN     WHITTNG 
1851  -  1855 


'REV.     WILLIAM     BARROWS 
1856  ■  1869 


*REV.   WILLIAM  THOMPSON 
1872  -  1875 


*'  ^  ^^\-"^^ 


r^ 


♦REV.    LORENZO    WHITE 
1876  -  1881 


JREV.    EDWARD    W.    CLARK 
1850  -  1853 


'  ^V^^^T^''^^'^^-^'^^T"'  "^'^^ 


'■<f*> 
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±REV.   WILT  T  AM   H.   WILCOX 
1856  -  1879 


+REV.    WII LIAM    B.   ELY 
;879  -  1880 


JREV.  WILLIAM  H.  BEECHER 
1853  -  1856 

Rev.  Frank  E.  Mills  was  the  pastor  of  Old  South  Church  1882-1884.  No  picture  of  him  could  be  found. 
"The  Beecher  Picture  taken  from  Saints,  Sinners  and  Beechers,  by  Lyman  Beecher  Stowe,  Copyright  1934, 
used  by  special  permission  of  the  Publishers,  The  Bobbs-Merrill  Company." 

•Pastors   of    Old    South    Church  IPastors    of    Bethesda    Church 


The  Old  South  Church 

Returning  to  the  year  1350  —  At  the  time  of  Mr, 
Eickett'a  leaving  it  was  stated  by  a  church  committee  that 
"the  Church  and  Society  are  in  a  united  and  harmonious 
condition  and  av^e  more  favoring  the  comfort  and  usefulness 
of  this  or  any  other  pastor  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time 
previous,  that  their  congregation  numbers  on  a  favorable  day 
about  four  hundred,  that  all  their  desirable  pews  are  rented, 
that  in  regard  to  doctrinal  views  there  is  as  much  harmony 
and  love  of  the  truth  as  there  ever  has  been  and  as  there  is 
in  our  best  congregations," 

At  this  point  the  Parish  took  the  Iniative  and  asked  the 

A 

Church  to  concur  with  them  in  giving  Rev,  Lyman  Whiting  a 
call,  which  was  don©  October  15,1850,  Mr,  Whiting  was  a 
native  of  3rookfield,  Massaohusetts,  studied  at  Amherst 
College  and  Harvard,  and  was  a  graduate  of  And over  Seainary, 
Later  on  he  was  awarded  an  honorary  D.D,  by  Iowa  College, 
He  was  called  to  Reading  from  Lawrence,  and  installed  on 
January  1,  1351, 

In  accepting  the  call  Mr.  Whiting  «frote,  "After  serious 
and  prolonged  consideration  ,  .  .  ,1  have  come  to  a  distinct 
conviction  that  it  Is  my  duty  to  accept  it;  and  I  do  now 
declare  my  consent  to  an  acceptance  of  the  same,  if  the 
following  provision  shall  be  ,  .  .  adopted.  In  your  proposals 
to  me  there  is  no  provision  for  a  stated  yearly  season  for 
rest  to  me,  as  is  customary  in  such  connecticns.  My  health 
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under  the  labors  now  claimed  of  a  minister,  makes  It  an 
essential  condition  that  I  shall  have  such  a  season  of 
release  from  labor,  .... 

"I  am  happy  to  assure  you  that  I  regard  your  choice  as 
mos^i  pleasingly  harTnonious  and  the  maintenance  offered  as 
worthily  generous.  ,  ,  . 

"It  will  be  my  steadfast  endeavor  to  render  all  my 
duties  to  you  with  promptness  and  at  their  time,  so  I  desire 
all  your  business  transactions  with  me  to  be  according  to 
agreement,  punctual  and  complete. 

"Accept  my  assurance  that  if  this  connection  is  formed, 
I  shall  enter  upon  my  sacred  calling  amoag  you  with  earnest 
conCidence  in  your  patient  charity  toward  me  and  your 
faithful  hearkening  to  my  solemn  message  unto  you, 

"May  we  all  act  in  the  fear  of  God,  who  Is  soon  to  bring 
unto  Judgment  all  our  deeds,  and  In  the  fellowship  of  an 
humble  Christian  love,  and  so  the  (Jod  of  Grace,  the  great 
head  of  the  Church,  shall  send  his  blessing  upon  us. 
"Yours  in  the  service  of  the  Gospel" 
Lyman  vmiting, 
Lawrence,  October  31,  1850. 

fhe  "wolfthily  generous  maintenance"  was  |900  annually, 
payable  in  quarterly  installments  and  the  use  of  the  parson- 
age, which  was  to  be  kept  in  comfortable  repair  by  tbe 
Society,  the  yearly  rent  valued  at  |150,  He  was  allowed 
"three  Sabbath  days  of  rest,  the  preaching  during  that 
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time  to  be  supplied  at  his  expense." 

The  Churches  represented  on  the  Council  of  Installation 
were  those  of  Lynn,  Salem,  Boston  (Central  Church  and  Fine 
Street  Church),  North  Bridgewater,  Lawrence,  /i.adover,  Woburn, 
North  Reading  and  Wilmington,  leverend  Aaron  Pickett  was 
present  and  gave  the  address  to  the  people. 

The  outstanding  impression  made  by   Dr.  V«hitins  on  one 

who  remembers  his  later  visits  to  Reading  was  that  of  great 

vigor,  both  physical  and  intellectual.  It  was  to  be  expected 

that  under  his  leadership  events  would  move  quickly.  The 

next  month  after  his  installation  a  committee  was  chosen  to 

consider  "improvlns  the  present  title  of  the  Church,  *which 

had  been  known  variously  as  the  South  Church,  the  West  Shurch, 

the  Third  Church,  and  even  the  Second  Church,  This  last  was 

entirely  incorrect,  for  North  Reading  had  the  second  church 

within  the  old  town  limits.  The  coiamittee  reported" that  as 

the  location,  the  ag®,  and  past  use  make  the  title  South 

Church  justly  descriptive,  and  some  description  besides  this 

as 
is  needful  to  distinguish  us  from  South  Reading,  aad^^our  age 

Justifies  it,  and  worthy  examples  suggest  it,  the  prefix  Old 

be  hereafter  used,  so  that  the  Church  shall  be  known  as  the 

Old  South  Church  in  Reading.  And  we  recommend  that  the  Pastor 

publish  a  card  in  the  religious  newspapers  of  the  Commonwealth 

stating  the  adoption  of  the  above," 

This  was  accepted  and  the  Pastor  authorized  to  have  a 

Church  manual  printed,  which  should  be  "the  substitute  for 
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the  Confession  of  Faith,  Covenant,  and  3y-laws  heretofore 
in  use."  Copies  of  this  may  still  be  seen. 

About  the  same  time  Deacon  Caleb  Wakefield  asked  to  be 
excused  from  serving  as  deacon  on  account  of  "the  infirraities 
of  age."  He  had  held  the  office  since  1321,  and  had  also 
succeeded  Deacon  Jabez  Parker  as  treasurer  at  the  time  of 
the  separation.  The  Pastor  expressed  a  desire  to  preach  a 
sermon  on  the  subject,  and  when  the  matter  was  aijain  taken  up 
the  Church  voted  not  to  excuse  Deacon  Wakefield,  but  to  relieve 
him  by  choosing  three  additional  deacons.  Thomas  H.  Sweetser 
was  elected  tp  serve  for  six  years,  Edgar  Damon  for  four, 
and  Thomas  J,  Shute  for  two.  Mr.  Sweetser  also  took  the 
office  of  treasurer  and  collector.  Deacon  l/akefield  was  one 
to  whom  the  Church  had  always  looked  to  take  responsibility. 
His  name  appears  on  countless  committees. 

This  same  year  of  1851  the  Parish  appropriated  |250  for 
singing  and  put  the  whole  matter  into  the  hands  of  the  Singing 
Society,  and  also  made  a  recommendation  about  an  organ.  This 
bore  fruit  the  n&xb  year  in  a  vote  to  "purchase  the  organ 
now  in  the  meeting-house  (apparently  on   trial)  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  |1090,"  After  the  organ  was  secured  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  consider  selling  the  bass  viols  and   to  use  their 
discretion  about  it.  Probably  they  were  sold.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  "to  (Jeorge  Minot  for  his  active  and  generous 
efforts  to  promote  and  advance  the  cause  of  sacred  music  in 
this  Parish." 
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The  Parish  handled  such  expenses,  but  the  Church  must 
raise  Its  own  benevolent  contributions.  Collectors  were 
chosen  for  the  different  school  districts  to  solicit  money 
for  foreign  misaions,  and  charitable  collections  were  taken 
in  the  Church  once  in  two  months,  the  subjects  to  oe  presented 
by  the  minister.  Also  there  was  an  annual  membership  due  of 
$.25. 

Dr,  /jhltiag  in  his  annual  report  for  1352  stated  that  some 
of  the  young  people  were  being  drawn  away  by  churches  that 
had  more  attractive  facilities  for  social  services.  When 
the  meeting-house  was  built  and  from  time  to  time  afterwards 
the  question  of  a  vestry  was  dlscuelsed.   In  1354  the  Parish 
decided  on  a  separate  building  instead.  This  chapel  was 
erected  north  of  the  meeting-house  and  the  committee  in  charge 
was  instructed  to  build  fourteen  horse- sheds  under  it  and  sell 
them  for  |35  apiece.  In  November  a  "Chapel  Festival"  was 
held.   It  took;  the  form  of  a  tea  party  and  the  program  of 
toasts  suggests  a  very  merry  occasion.  Dr,  Whiting  refers 
to  it  in  his  report,  saying  "The  Sunday  School  and  all  the 
social  helps  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  are  much  pro- 
moted hy   this  addition  to  our  convenience."  This  Duildlng, 
now  the  proj:.erty  of  the  feiethodist  Church,  has  been  moved 
from  its  original  position  with  the  end  toward  the  south. 
The  hall  was  entered  by   a  stairway.  At  the  south  end  on 
the  right  of  the  entl^nee  was  a  small  parlor  and  on  the  left 
a  kitchen.  At  the  north  end  was  a  platform,  behind  which  was 
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an  exit.   In  this  main  room  the  Sunday  ochool  classes  were 
seated  on  settees  with  reversible  backs,  which  during  the 
lesson  period  were  turned  so  that  all  faced  the  teacl  er. 

Dr.  whiting  was  'iiuch  interested  in  the  Sunday  School, 
and  wrote  a  letter  for  the  Jubilee  iileeting  in  June  1374. 
Recalling  "that  long  line  of  officers,  tsachers  and  pupils" 
he  says,  "if  a  hundred  each  year  have  been  on  tr e  roll, 
mulLiply  by  fifty  years  and  five  thousand  are  found;  enough 
to  crowd  five  churches  like  the  Jld  South  to  the  utmost; 
eaough  to  cover,  as  the  trees  do  the  groves,  that  beautiful 
comaion,  once  my  daily  Joy  to  look  upon;  and  if  fifty  school 
sessions  per  year  were  held,  250,000  personal  Sabbath  ochool 
services  enrich  your  school  record.   In  Jod's  book  each  one 
is  on  record." 

Ln   this  pastorate  there  is  a  notice  of  the  change  of  the 
hour  of  the  Communion  service  from  tie  intermission  to  the 
close  of  the  afternoon  service,  thus  avoiding  an  interruption 
of  the  Sunday  School.   The  hour  too  v/as  thought  more  appropriate 
to  the  name,  the  Lord's  Supper.   In  those  many  years  of 
morning  and  afternoon  services  people  who  lived  at  a  distance 
brought  their  lunch,  and  tr  e  intermission  must  have  been 
'  quite  a  social  hour. 

That  Dr.  fthiting  was  a  hard-working  pastor  no  one  would 
deny.   In  one  of  his  annual  reports  he  says  "Every  Sabbath 
of  tre  year  in  the  pulpit,  preaching  except  one;  meetings 
for  inquiry,  lectures,  infetruction  to  the  children,  a  course 
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of  familiar  lectures  to  young  persons.  No  sinsle  absence  ' 
extending  over  the  entire  week."  When  Ambrose  Kinsman, 
after  more  than  twenty  years  service  as  clerk,  deollned 
reelection,  this  office  was  again  added  to  the  pastor' s 
duties. 

As  a  preacher  Dr,  Whiting  has  been   described  as  "clear, 
compact,  doctrinal  and  practical  in  happy  combination  with 
a  warm,  animated  style,"  It  is  recorded  that  at  the  time  of 
Rev.  Jared  Reid's  death  he  preached  a  commemorative  sermon, 
which  by  request  he  repeated  at  the  Bethesda  Church  at  a 
third  service  in  t},e  evening.  The  only  sermon  of  his  that 
teas  b^en  found  la  the  flineral  Sermon  already  quoted  in  the 
account  of  Peter  Sanborn,  though  others  were  printed. 

In  1356  Dr.  Whiting  was  called  to  the  North  Church  in 

Portsmouth  and  on  November  Ist  was  dismissed  from  the  Old 

South  Church  by  the  Council  that  installed  him  in  Portsmouth. 

He  returned  to  Reading  many  tli^es  as  a  visitor,  and  though 

he  held  several  later  pastorates  always  kept  his  assAciationa 

here.  Because  two  of  his  children  died  in  Reading  he  owned 

a  lot  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  where  his  tombstone  may  be 

seen.   Its  inscription  well  sumniiarlzes  his  life  and  character: 

In  MeaoriaiB 
Rev,  Lyman  Fifhiting 
aorn  April  23,1317 
Ordained  at  Brookf ield ,  J an, 11, 1843 
In  pastoral  service  ciore  than  sixty  years 
in  New  England,  middle,  and  western  states. 
Pastor  Old  South  Church  in  Reading 
1350-1855 
Sled  in  office  at  East  Charlmont 
May  27,1906 
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An  upright  man,  a  loving  steadfast 
friend,  a  devoted  pasto»,  an  earnest, 
faithful  and  eloquent  preacher,  an 
insplrins  writer,  sound  In  the  faith, 
abounding  in  generous  deeds, 
consecrated,  unselfish,  "an  apostle 
of  Jesus  Christ  by  the  will  of  3-od." 

Dr.  Whiting's  successor  was  Dr.  vfilllam  3arrows,  the 
son  of  a  New  Braintree,  aiassachusetts  farmer,  one   of  a  faxaily 
of  ten  children  In  which  he  was  the  youngest  of  five  boys. 
Three  of  his  brothers  became  ministers.  The  home  environment 
was  on©  of  hard  work.  Christian  influence,  and  educational 
ambition.  Dr,  Barrows  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  was  graduated  from  Amherst  in  1340,  and 
because  of  the  family  circumstance b  taught  for  three  years 
before  beginniag  his  theological  study.  He  then  entered 
Onion  Theological  Seminary,  New,  York,  and  before  graduation 
was  called  to  the  GonsPe^ational  Church  in  Morton,  Massachusetts 
where  he  was  ordained  in  1845,  Five  years  later  he  was  installed 
In  (Jrantville,  now  part  of  Wellesley,  From  there  he  came  to 
Reading  and  was  installed  in  the  Old  South  Church  on  February 
20,  1356,  His  doctor's  degree  was  conferred  by  Amherst  College 
la  1667, 

Dr.  Barrows  ^^as  a  genial  man,  who  entered  with  understanding 
sympathy  into  the  Joys  and  sorrows  of  his  people.  As  a 
preacher  it  is  said  he  "excelled  in  presenting  the  truth  in 
its  practical  phases  and  with  a  simplicity  and  forcefulness 
which  made  him  always  interesting,  suggestive,  and  helpful  to 
his  hearers." 
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Several  of  his  annual  reports  are  aocesslble.   In  the 
earlier  years  of  his  pastorate  at  leaat  he  showed  considerable 
Concern  about  doctrinal  matters,  and  once  even  aa^^^eated  that 
there  vias   "too  much  prospect  tiiat  the  old  lines  betvveen 
Ariainianism  and  Calvinism  will  soon  need  to  be  run  over  again," 
One  year  he  reported  having  preached  seven  sermons  on  iafant 
baptism.  He  says  "it  so  lies  connected  by  the  Old  and  New 
Testaiaents  and  is  so  diffused  through  both,  that  a  partial 
presentation  of  it,  in  one  or  two  discourses,  serves  little 
purpose  except  to  raise  traditional  objections  without  allowing 
time  to  meet  them,"  He  was  greatly  concerned  at  times  when 
he  detected  "lack  of  spiritual  feeling  and  activity"  but 
was  averse  to  sensational  methods.  He  put  much  stress  on 
personal  visitation  and  was  gratified  when  be  saw  again  with 
"no  Imported  mechanism,  no  religious  manoeuvering,  no  direct 
labor  to  stir  the  Sjrmpathies  and  engender  excitemeat,"  He 
placed  ^reat  emphasis  on  the  Sunday  School,  and  expressed 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  Deacon  Oliver  Wallace  as  super- 
intendent, noticing  with  much  pleasure  that  the  Scriptures 
were  made  the  main  source  of  interest,  and  were  entirely 
sufficient  to  appeal  to  the  young.  The  meabership  reached 
Swo  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  the  attendance  was 
frequently  two  hundred  and  more. 

Some  of  his  difficulties  have  a  very  modern  sound;  laolc 
of  teachers  for  the  Sunday  School  who  were  willing  to  give 
the  necessary  time;  poor  attendance  at  week-day  services, 
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especially  of  the  brethren;  complalnta  of  new-comers  that 
nobody  called  on  them,  and  need  of  a  more  lively  social  and 
society  element;  not  enough  of  a  cordial,  stirring,  and  self- 
aacrif  icing  co-operation," 

What  seems  now  a  strange  condition  existed.  With  a 
church  membership  under  two  hundred  the  congregations  were 
so  large  that  the  question  of  putting  in  more  pews  was  raised. 
In  1363,  in  that  large  church,  only  three  pews  on  the  floor 
were  not  let. 

In  1869  Dr.  Barrows  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request.  For 
the  next  four  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Gongregational 
Sunday  School  and  Publishing  Society,  and  after  that  held 
the  same  office  in  the  Massachusetts  Home  Missionary  Society, 
He  was  very  much  interested  in  the  development  of  the  West 
and  for  some  years  served  as  financial  agent  of  Whitman 
College,  Walla  Walla,  Washington. 

Dr.  Barrows  was  much  in  demand  as  a  lecturer,  and  was 
also  a  prolific  writer.  The  range  of  his  interests  is  shown 
by  the  titles  of  some  of  his  books:  "Twelve  Nights  in  a 
Sunter's  Camp",  "The  Church  and  her  Children",  "Oregon,  the 
Struggle  for  Possession"  (in  the  series  of  American  Gomiaon- 
wealtxhs),  "The  Indians  side  of  the  Indian  Question",  "The 
United  States  of  Yesterday  and  Tomorrow".  He  also  published 
a  number  of  sermons  and  contributed  to  newspapers  and  magazines, 
showing  a  keen  practical  interest  in  various  current  problems. 
Dr.  Barrows  made  Reading  his  home  for  thirty-five  years, 
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retaining  the  house  that  was  the  Old  South  parsonage  when  he 
first  came  here.  He  died  at  his  summer  home  at  Cataumet, 
Massach^isetts  September  9,  1391  and  lies  buried  in  Laurel 
Hill  Gedietery, 

Between  the  close  of  Dr.  Barrows'  pastorate  and  the 
installation  of  his  successor  nearly  three  years  intervened. 
This  period  must  have  been  a  difficult  one,  and  one  in  which 
much  responsibility  had  to  be  taken  by  lay  members.  Among 
the  names  that  stand  out  prominently  are  those  of  Deacon 
Edgar  Damon,  long  clerk  of  the  Church,  and  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School;  Samuel  Pierce,  treasurer;  William  M.  Titus, 
Nathan  Bancroft,  Joseph  w,  Spokesfield  and  Rev,  Charles 
Manning, 

On  December  23,  1871  the  Church  voted  to  call  Rev.  William 
A.  Thompson,  who  was  installed  February  14,1872,  Mr.  Thompson 
was  born  in  S3ast  Windsor,  Connecticut  November  17,  1338,  the 
eon  of  Professor  Wilii.am  T.  Thompson  of  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary,  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harlpard  College,  class  of 
1860,  and  for  some  time  was  employed  in  the  Treasury  Department 
in  Washington.  He  was  graduated  from  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary  in  1363,  Prom  that  time  until  coming  to  Reading 
he  served  as  pastor  of  a  church  in  Conway,  Massachusetts, 

At  his  installation  the  sermon  was  preached  by  Prof.  M,3, 
Riddle, D.D,;  the  installing  prayer  was  by  Rev.  A,G-,3ale; 
Prof  .William  Thompson,  D.D,  gave  the  chB,rge  to  the  Pastor; 
Rev.  W,H.Wlllcox,  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship;  Rev.  T.J 
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McCollon,  the  Charge  to  the  People;  and  Rev.  L.W. Spring 
offered  the  closing  prayer. 

This  short  pastorate  was  a  happy  one.   The  membership 
of  the  Church  Increased  from  one  hundred  and  forty-six  in 
1372  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  in  1875  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  formation  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  1373 
drew  away  some  members. 

Improved  relations  with  the  Bethesda  Church  appear  in  the 
following  resolutions,  unaJiimously  adopted  in  1372: 

"Whereas  there  appears  to  be  a  gratifying  degree  of 
harmony  existing  between  the  members  of  this  Church  and  the 
members  of  the  Bethesda  Church  of  this  town,  and  ?*hereas  we 
desire  to  reciprocate  a  cordial  fellowship  with  all  sister 
churches  that  walk  orderly  in  Congregationalism 

"Therefore  Resolved  that  it  is  the  present  Judgment  of 
this  Church  that  the  exercise  of  a  liberal  Christian  Sharlty 
requires  ua  to  record  our  willingness  and  our  desire  to 
recognize  the  Bethesda  Church  as  co-laborers  in  the  vine- 
yard of  our  common  Lord  and  Master, 

"Therefore  Resolved  that  no  act  of  ours  b©  construed  as 
condemning  the  first  action  of  this  Church  concerning  the 
original  members  of  that  Church  or  to  annul  or  disown  the 
decisions  of  the  mutual  councils  that  heard  and  weighed  the 
evidence  in  this  case."  This  somewhat  guarded  approach 
was  a  gratifying  step  in  advance. 

4t  the  same  meeting  another  set  of  resolutions  was 
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unanimously  passed.   They  are  self-explanatory,   "Ist,  Rssolved 
that  the  Old  South  Church  in  Reading  is  grateful  to  the  Gi-reat 
Head  of  the  Church  for  His  kindness  in  permitting  Deacon  Caleb 
Wakefield ,  our  senior  deacon,  to  serve  this  Church  in  his 
official  capacity  and  for  more  than  fifty  years, 

"Snd.  Resolved  that  we  recognize  with  deep  gratitude  to 
God  the  ability,  fidelity,  watchfialness,  devotion  and  success 
with  which  Deacon  sVakefiald  has  filled  this  office  and  zeal- 
ously cared  for  the  welfare  of  this  Chilrch  and  watched  it 
with  his  guiding  hand  in  cloud  and  sunshine. 

"3rd  Resolved  that  with  sreat  reverence  and  respect  we 
now  look  on  him  as  retiring  from  the  active  duties  of  the 
deaconate,  and  we  follow  him  with  our  best  wishes  and  prayers 
asking  of  God  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  his  presence  may 
yet  long  be  spared  to  us,  while  like  Jacob  he  worships  leaning 
on  the  top  of  his  staff,  and  that  when  he  passes  over  Jordan 
to  Join  the  other  patriarchs,  it  may  be  as  one  who  has  served 
well  his  day  and  generation." 

Not  many  of  the  events  of  llr,  Thompson's  pastorate  are 
found  on  record.  In  1373  a  new  Church  Manual  was  printed. 
In  this  the  "Burial  Hill  Covenant",  adopted  in  1365,  was 
included. 

The  time  allotted  lAr,   Thompson  was  too  short  for  him  to 
reach  the  full  development  of  his  powers.  His  summer  vacation 
in  1875  was  spent  largely  in  the  VYest,  On  September  5th  ha 
occupied  his  pulpit  for  the  last  time,  although  already  ill^ 


His  death  on  September  17th  was  mourned  by  the  community,  as 
v?ell  as  by  his  own  parishioners,  and  the  Church  was  crowded 
the  following  Sunday  for  his  funeral.  Several  mlnisteirs 
participated  in  fie  service,  paying  him  high  tributes. 

The  "Reading  Chronicle"  of  the  following  week,  from  which 
much  of  the  above  information  is  taken,  adds  its  own  words  of 
praise.  He  possessed  a  genial  temperament  and  kind  teart, 
and  was  so  sympathetic  in  his  nature  that  all  the  sick  and 
sorrowing  In  the  town  seemed  to  belong  to  his  parish.  He 
took  a  lively  interest  in  the  general  welfare.  He  was  a 
fluent  and  effective  speaker,  and  a  year  earlier  had  delivered 
an  address  before  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions  which  was  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  best  on  ' 
that  occasion.  He  was  greatly  interested  In  this  line  of 
work. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  in  his  annual 
report  says  "He  was  a  great  worker  in  the  School,  His 
Influence  was  felt  throu:^out  the  School." 

These  Church  resolutions  are  added  to  complete  the  estimate 
of  the  man.  "It  having  been  the  will  of  our  Heavenly  Father 
to  remove  by  death  our  beloved  pastor,  Rev.  William  .4.  Thompson, 
and  it  being  our  wish  to  testify  to  his  Christian  virtues, 
and  to  the  love  we  bore  him,  and  to  our  regain  for  his  memory: 

"Resolved,  That  while  we  actoiowiedge  the  wisdoiu  and  tender 
love  of  aim  who  doeth  all  things  well,  we  feel  most  keenly 
the  loss  of  our  most  beloved  brother  and  pastor,  a  gentle 
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adviser  to  the  distressed,  a  comforter  to  the  afflicted,  and 
to  the  stranger  a  friend,  la   his  love  for  the  ^^ord  and  Master 
he  realized  the  JfHrst  a,nd  great  commandment,  and  in  his  efforts 
to  relieve  suffering  w©  observe  the  second,  Jivhich  is  like 
unto  it.  He  was  strong  in  his  convictions,  but  he  possessed 
that  divine  charity  ^hich  never  fails. 

"Resolved,  that  in  his  life,  which  was  cut  off  before  its 
prime  was  reached  and  durinij  its  vigorous  development  of  more 
than  ordinary  intellectual  power,  we  rejoice  to  see  results 
worthy  of  louj^er  years  of  earnest  efforts," 

For  more  than  a  year  the  Old  South  Church  ?;as  again  with- 
out a  settled  pastor,  ^^ate  in  the  fall  of  ld76  Rev,  ijorenao 
J,  White,  who  had  come  east  from  Ripon,  ;MBConsin,  began 
preacliin^  as  a  supply,  and  in  January  1877,  the  Church  passed 
the  folloTA'ing  vote;   "Whereas  Rev.  L.J. White  has  preached 
with  threat  acceptance  to  this  Church  and  people  for  the  past 
few  months.  Therefore,  Resolved  that  we  the  Old  South,  Church 
give  a  call  to  the  Rev.  L.J.White  to  settle  with  us  in  the 
Gospel  iiinistry,  and  that  we  choose  a  committee  of  three  to 
invite  the  Parish  to  unite  with  us  in  extending  this  call." 
There  was  added  to  this  a  provision  for  an  installation, 
but  Mr,  white  was  not  installed,  probably  because  of  his  own 
preference.   The  vote  to  call  him  was  unanimous,  and  the 
clerk's  report  adds,  "the  ladies  voting".  Evidently  this 
was  a  privilege  allowed  on  special  occasions,- 

Though  Mr,  White  came  to  Reading  from  eVisconsin,  he  was 
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a  native  of  New  England,  born  in  Kinds or,  Vermont,  and  he 
was  much  more  of  the  New  England  type  than  of  the  western. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Oberlln  College  and  Theological  Seminary, 
and  being  always  of  scholarly  tastes  added  to  this  training 
about  two  years  of  advanced  theological  study  at  Andover 
Seminary.  He  was  unquestionably  one  of  the  ablest  men 
intellectually  and  one  of  the  choicest  in  personal  character 
and  spirituality  of  those  who  have  stood  in  Reading  pulpits. 
Kis  ministry  of  about  five  years  was  a  blessing  to  all  who 
shared  it. 

That  ministry  vias  attended  by  some  unusual  difficulties. 
In  1879  the  failure  of  the  Reading  Savings  Bank,  in  which 
prominent  members  of  the  Church  were  involved,  was  a 
financial  blow  as  well  as  a  shock  otheif^'lse.  Further,  the 
fact  of  two  Congregational  Churches  in  this  small  town  and 
also  a  struggling  young  Presbyterian  Church  added  to  the 
minister's  probleas.  Mr,  White  strongly  favored  uniting  the 
churches,  but  the  time  was  not  yet  ripe, 

Still  in  his  annual  report  for  1880  he  writes:   "If 
the  pastor's  evidence  has  not  deceived  him  ,  ,  .  .our  stated 
congregation  has  not  within  his  knowledge  bean  better  -  indeed 
do  good  as  now.  There  are  to  the  eye  of  the  pastor  many 
healthful  sia;as  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Church. 
Our  household  is  more  thorouighly  unified  than  one  year  ago, 
.  .  ,  .Our  prayer  meetings  have  on  the  whole  been  well 
attended  and  almost  without  exception  full  of  spiritual 


profit,  A  literary  society  has  been   «8tablished,  and  the 

young  people  of  the  Church  are  doing  its  work  with  remarkable 

unity  and  zest,  Althou,3h  the  report  for  the  year  shows  a  small 

loss  in  the  numbers  in  the  Sunday  School,  yet  at  no  period 

since  the  acquaintance  of  the  pastor  with  it  has  it  been 

doing  a  more  united,  zealous  and  promising  work  than  now. 

Our  benevolent  contributions  are  in  advance  of  those  of  last 

year,  although  not  up  to  the  mark  we  should  be  glad  to  see 

reached.  Indeed  all  the  conditions  seem  to  be  coincident  for, 

and  only  one  ^reat  blessing  is  deaanded,  .  .  .  the  outpouring 

upon  us  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  at  this  moment  .  .  .  this 

specially  needed  grace  seems  about  to  be  vouchsaved." 

White 
In  January  of  1382  Mr.,  received  a  call  from  the  First 

Presbyterian  Church  in  3reen  Bay,  'Wisconsin,  This  was  the 

outcome  of  a  western  trip  during  which  he  was  invited  to 

preach  there,  which  he  did,  avowedly  not  as  a  candidate  for 

their  vacant  pulpit,  3ut  the  call  came  to  this  Church  which 

he  states  Is  "the  commanding  Evangelical  Church  of  the  city 

and  gathers  into  it  largely  the  intelligence,  culture  and 

spiritual  force  of  the  place."  A  new  edifice  was  soon  to 

be  dedicated.  The  '^very  wide  door  of  usefulness  taken  in 

connection  with  the  entire  unanimity  of  the  call  and  a  much 

more  adequate  support  than  that  which  the  Church  here  has 

been  able  to  give"  led  Mr.  White  to  present  his  resignation. 

Sad  to  relate  the  Old  South  Church  was  not  prospering 

financially  and  was  not  giving  its  pastor  "adequate  support," 
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Mr.  White  expressad  ddep  regret  at  leaving.  He  wrote, 
"I  shall  leave  a  people  whom  I  greatly  love  ...  I  have 

formed  while  in  Reading  some  of  the  pleasantest  friendships 

in 
of  my  life,   I  have  had  here  and^connectlon  withssrvice  in 

this  Ohureh  some  of  the  richest  spiritual  experiences  of  my 

life My  greatest  sadness  is  and  ever  will  be  that  I 

have  not  been  enabled  to  do  each  one   of  you  more  ^ood," 

aiv3  pastorate  ended  in  February  of  1832,   The  Church 
resolutions  passed  at  this  time  contain  this  para^i^aph,  "RS- 
solved  that  in  acceptliii  3rother  White's  resignation  we  realize 
fui^ly  the  loss  of  an  earnest,  faithful  pastor,  who  has  ever 
held  before  us  a  high  standard  of  Christian  living,  and  who 
has  by   his  w-alk  and  conversl^ion  among  us  testified  to  the 
sincerity  and  depth  of  the  faith  which  he  professes  and  teaches," 
The  Parish  also  expressed  its  great  regret  concluding  with  the 
v«ords  "we  heartily  concur  with  the  Church  in  its  expressions 
of  esteem  and  desire  for  his  future  welfare  and  usefulness," 

A  recent  letter  from  Mr,  White's  daughter  tells  of  an 
unusual  experience .  After  some  years  at  '3-reen  i3ay  her  father 
resigned  this  pastorate,  which  was  his  last  one,  aad  took  a 
European  trip.  She  was  with  hirn  in  .,ondon  for  some  time. 
She  writes  "as  we  walked  together  along  the  London  streets, 
father  seemed  to  arrest  the  attention  of  those  we  passed, 
especially  men,  who  invariab4.y  lifted  ti  eir  hats  to  aim. 
It  was  BO  aarked  tLat  we  caae  to  the  conclusion  that  ne 
reeei^ibled  some  one  in  public  life.  i3e  that  as  it  asgr,  the 
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same  ieference  was  shown  during  his  stay  In  Paris He 

started  out  alone  one  day  to  visit  the  Cfearaber  of  jDeputlea 
and  was  standing  near  the  end  of  a  long  line  of  French  folk 
and  foreigners,  wheria  uniformed  man  appeared  and  walked 
slowly  down  the  line.  He  beckoned  father  to  follow  him, 
and  he  was  ushered  into  President  Carnot's  box.   It  was  the 
time  of  the  de  Lesseps -Panama  scandal  and  there  was  a  stormy 
session."  There  were  other  slnilar  instances.   Whatever  the 
reason  for  this  deference  may  have  been,  such  honor  has  been 
shown  many  a  lesseworthy  man  whose  fame  chanced  to  be  more 
wide-spread. 

Mr,  white  never  returned  to  America,  He  was  t»aken  ill 
in  London  in  January  of  1893  and  died  and  was  buried  there. 

The  Old  South  Church  had  one  more  pastor,  Rev,  Frank  E, 
Mills  who  was  called  in  July  of  1332  and  resigned  to  take 
effect  November  1,1834.  Of  this  short  pastorate  there  is 
little  to  say.  The  two  churches  were  then  looking  toward 
the  union,  which  was  consummated  on  a  temporary  basis  the 
next  spring. 
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Moving  toward  Union 

For  a  time  the  tvio   churches  prospered  side  hy   side,  but 
the  bitterness  of  the  separation  persisted,  as  is  seen  in 
the  following  resolutions  passed  by  the  Old  South  on  May  11, 
1353.   "Whereas  this  Church  has  been  frequently  invited  to 
ecclesiastical  councils  in  c  >nnection  with  the  Bethesda  and 
may  continually  be  so  Invited,  therefore  Resolved;  That  in 
the  present  judgment  of  this  Church  their  act  in  excluding 
a  number  of  persons  from  this  Church  (  who  since  have  been 
formed  into  that  Church)  was  a  right  act;  that  the  unanimous 

decisions  of  two  large,  patient  mutual  councils,  who  heard 
and  wdighed  all  the  evidence  of  the  case,  decisioae  also 
confirmed  by  a  conference  of  pastors  at  another  sitting,, 
were  right  decisions. 

"Therefore  secondly,  we  Judge  it  would  be  unlawful  and 
contrary  to  ail  ecclesiastical  rule  for  us  to  hold  a  fellow- 
ship vjhich  would  condemn  oar  first  action  and  v/ould  annul  and 
disown  the  decisions  of  tiie  mutual  councils  trying  the  case, 
until  in  some  form  that  GJiuroh  show  such  a  sense  of  their 
wrong  as  thus  adjudged  upon  them,  as  shall  be  a  foundation 
for  our  lawful  reconciliation  with  them. 

"Therefore  lastly,  we  desire  the  pastor  to  use  his 
discretion  as  to  making  public  such  letters  as  may  coaie  to 
him,  inviting  him  and  the  Church  to  such  fellowship," 

After  a  |japse  of  more  than  twenty  years  the  Old  South 
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gave  ai^^ns  of  a  chan^^e  of  heart,  as  appears  in  the  follov-lng 

letter  dated  March  10,  1376. 

To  JoBhua  Glarli     ) 

Q'llaan  L,  Parker  )   Assessors  of  aethesda  Society 
Ephraim  Wight    )  In  Reading. 

CJentlemen: 

At  the  annual  aieetlng  of  the  Old  South  Society 
of  Reading  the  acGompanylng  resolutions  were  adopted  and  the 
undersi::ned  were  chosen  a  coaimittee  in  pursuance  thereof. 

It  v>,lll  give  us  great  pleasure  to  confer  v.ith  your  selves, 
or  others  who  may  be  designated  to  represent  the  Sethesda 
iooclety,  upon  the  subjiect  embraced  in  the  Resolutions,  when- 
ever It  shall  be  agreeable  and  convenient  to  you  to  meet  us. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Solon  Bancroft  ) 
Chaieiea  Manning)  Committee 
W,  W,   Brown    ) 

Resolutions 

Whereas:  there  jjjpjpears  to  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
many  merabers  of  the  Old  South  Pariah  and  also,  it  is  believed, 
oa  th®  part  of  raany  members  of  the  Bethesda  Parish  to  effect 
a  union  of  the  Parishes ,  Therefore,  Resolved;  that  the  Old 
South  Parish  stands  ready  at  any  time  to  unite  with  the 
Bethesda  Parish  on  such  terms  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  the  two  Parishes,  also 

Resolved:   that  a  eornjaittee  of  three  be  chosen  to 
^<^I*08€«i*t  the  Old  South  Parish  in  any  conference  with  any 
similar  committee  to  be  chosen  by  the  Bethesda  Parish,  said 
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oommittee  to  report  to  the  Old  South  Parish  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  said  Parish  or  at  a  special  meeting  of  said  Parish 
to  be  called  therefor. 

Reading,  March  9,  1S76. 

The  answer  to  this  overture  was  not  c^iven  hastily  as 
appears  in  the  :Pollov/ins,  "Resolved  that  upon  nnture  consid- 
eration of  the  questions  involved  in  a  consolidation  of  the 
two  churches,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Church  that  such 
aotlDn  is  not  desirable,"   The  eomraittee  chosen  bj  the  Bethesda 
Parish  reported  briefly  as  follows:  "'four  committee  chosen 
June  6,  1376  would  respectfully  report  that  they  met  the 
eomraittee  of  the  Old  South  Parish  at  the  house  of  Mark  M. 
Temple  on  the  13th  inst,  and  laid  before  them  the  action  of 
the  Bethesda  Church  and  Society  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  we  received  from  the  Society," 

Mark  M.   Temple) 

Joshua  Clark     )    Committee 

W.J.Holden  ) 

Soiiie  little  time  ago  the  "Reading  Chronicle"  reprinted 
from  its  issue  of  oeptember  23,   li7<3  the  follovting  item  under 
the  triumphant  caption 

THERE'S  ONLY  ONE  HOW'. 

"A  gentleman  whp  was  thinkias  of  locating  in  Reading  on 
being  informed  that  there  tare  two  Congregational  Churches 
here,  said  f There  is  s- me thing  wrong  somewhere.   I  will  not 
live  there,'   'x'nis  is  not  fiction  but  fact," 
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For  a  lon^  time  many  residents  .hra.d  been   fully  convinced 
that  there  v.>%s   lades;cL  soaethins  vitally  wrong  when  a  town  of 
probably  not  more  than  four  thousand  inhabitants  had  two 
Congregational  Churches  lass  thaxi  five  minutes'  walk  ap.irt. 
The  feeling  that  attended  the  separation  of  the  two  was  fladly 
persistent.   Yet  some  tokens  of  fellowship  were  beginning  to 
appear.   In  1372  the  two  churches  and  the  Methodist  met  for 
a  union  communion  service  on  the  first  Sunday  of  January  and 
this  custora  continued  for  many  years .  Early  in  the  seventies 
union  summer  services  of  Old  South  and  Jethesda  were  feeld, 
and  their  pastors  occasionally  exchanged  pulpits.  Here  the 
boundary  seemed  fixed. 

To  this  situation  Rev.  Pranic  b,  Adams  caiae  in  October  of 
1830  directly  from  student  days  at  /^mberst  Golle^e  and  Andover 
Seminary,  A  native  of  ;\(estboro,  Massachusetts  he  iiras  then 
only  twenty-three  years  old.  Shy  and  unaseuming  in  appearance, 
keen  of  intellect,  deeply  spiritual,  unswervinji,  in  allegiance 
to  duty,  at  the  same  time  most  wise  and  tactful  in  dealing 
wi^  people,  he  proved  a  truly  consecrated  messenger  of  th® 
gospel  of  peace,  and  devoted  th©  energy  of  his  youth  to  this 
difficult  problem. 

And  meanwhile  conditions  were  oh^nj^lng.  Many  of  the  old 
Opponents  had  passed  be3rond  doctrinal  disputes .   Time  was 
tteildwing  others,  New-comers  and  you  ig  people  could  see  no 
reason  for  two  Congregational  Churches .  ijorae  helpful 
influences  i?*ore  at  work.   To  quote  from  "Redding' s  Memorial 
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Volume",  "In  one  charoh  Rev.  ^.J.V.'hite  by   his  precious  ex- 
ample and  the  spilJit  of  hla  earnest  and  gifted  preaching 
had  instilled  into  the  hearts  of  his  people  a  more  fraternal 
feeling."  ^r,  V^hite's  pastorate  overlapped  Mr,  Adaas'  for 
a  short  time  and  the  two  ministers  vvorked  together  in  complete 
harmony. 

On   March  23,  1384  the  Old  bouth  Parish  passed  the 
follo?^ias  resolutions:   Whereas  the  Old  South  Church  has 
unanimously  expressed  its  desire  to  effect  a  union  with  the 
iJetheada  Church,  and  Whereas  the  Old  South  Parish  entertaina 
tne  aaae  desire,  believin,^  that  both  the  spiritual  and 
teaporai  Interests  of  the  Gongrogational  denomination  in 
Reading  would  be  -greatly  advanced  by  such  a  union,  there- 
fore Resolved;   that  the  Old  South  Parish  extends  to  the 
Jethesda  iarish  a  cordial  proposition  to  unite  the  tV70 
Parishes  upon  &ucb  terais  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  also 

Resolved:  that  a  committee  of  tliree  be  chosen  to  convey  said 
proposition  to  the  Bethesda  Parish  and  to  represent  tlie  Old 
South  parish  in  any  confex-ence  with  any  similar  committee  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Bethesda  Parish,  said  committee  to  report  to 
the  Old  South  Parish  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  siitld  Parish 
or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  therefor." 

The  committee  chosen  sent  trie  following  letter  dated 
iiarch  29,  1334, 

"To  the  3ethesda  Society  of  Reading: 

We  herewith 

163 


transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  certain  resolutlona  adopted  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Old  South  Parish  in  Reading  at  a  meeting 
hdtld  last  evening. 

As  a  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  aald  resolutions 
w®  shall  be  pleased  to  meet  such  of  your  number  as  you  may 
designate  for  the  purpose  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be 
agreeable  to  them,  in  order  that  we  may  confer  together,". 

Very  truly  yours. 

Bo Ion  Bancroft) 
Olliaan  (3-leason)  Committee 
Fred  D.  Sperry) 
To  this  the  committee  of  the  Bethesda  Parish  replied 
On  April  18,  1834  that  they  had  met  the  Old  South  oomiaittee 
twice  and  "in  talicing  over  the  matter  of  union  with  them,  we 
felt  that  union  was  desirable.  And  vi'e  would  recommend  that 
a  committee  of  five  be  chosen  to  confer  with  a  like  number 
from  the  Old  South  Parish  to  arrange  a  detailed  plan  for  the 
union  of  the  two  societies  and  report  the  same  to  the  Parish," 

J, H. Carle ton) 
S.M.Pratt   )  ,  Gofflmittee 
Joseph  L.  Pratt) 
Opposition  still  persisted  until  the  inspired  suggestion 
was  made  that  a  union  be  tried  for  a  year.  This  met  with 
ready  acceptance  and  a  detailed  plan  was  drawn  up  for  eleven 
aonths,  which  meant  until  the  end  of  the  Parish  fiscal  year, 
March  1st.   In  substance  this  plan  was  that  all  officers  and 
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organizations  agreed  to  unite  their  efforts.  Union  services 
were  to  be  held  In  April,  May  and  June  of  1335  in  the  Bethesda 
Church,  from  July  through  November  in  the  Old  South  Church, 
and  during  December,  January  and  February  in  the  Sethesda. 
The  Old  SoutJ;i  Church  had  heen   without  a  pastor  for  some  nox^liJas 
so  that  it  was  the  obvious  thing  for  the  Bethesda  pastor  to 
serve  both  churches. 

The  experiment  was  so  successful  that  by  the  end  of 
January  of  1386  plans  for*  the  permanent  union  were  under  way. 
Considerable  detail  was  involved.  At  the  aniual  meeting  of 
the  Bethesda  Church  on  January  21st  the  deacons,  through  the 
pastor,  requested  the  privilege  of  presenting  a  plan.  This 
was  unanimously  granted,  and  after  discussion  the  plan  was 
adopted,  A  copy,  with  the  action  of  the  Church  upon  it, 
was  forwarded  to  the  clerk  of  the  Old  South  Church,  The 
reply  was  in  part  as  follows s 

"To  Deacon  Albert  P.  Damon,  Cleri  of  the  Sethesda  Church: 
The  plan  presented  by  the  Sethesda  Church  was  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Old  South  Church,  provided  that  both  parishes 
shall  concur  in  such  action,  and  in  accepting  the  plan  pro- 
posed the  Old  South  Church  expresses  its  desire  to  enter  most 
heartily  into  the  proposed  union  and  to  enter  earnestly  iato 
Christian  work  and  labor." 

Signed  by  Edgar  Damon,  Clerk  of  the  Old 
South  Church. 

The  terms  of  the  union  as  stated  in  the  remainder  of  the 
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letter  were  that  the  names  of  as  many  members  as  possible  of 
the  Old  South  Church,  duly  certified,  should  be  presented  an 
or  before  February  25,1336  for  membership  in  trie  new  church. 
The  Bethesda  Church  was  to  change  its  name  to  the  Congregational 
Church  and  receive  all  these  members.  The  members  of  both 
Churches  thus  brought  together  should  constitute  the  original 
membership  of  the  united  Church. 

All  officers  of  both  Churches  and  connected  societies 
except  the  pastor  of  the  Bethesda  Church  were  to  resign  and 
a  general  election  should  be  held. 

All  property  held  separately  was  to  become  the  property 
of  the  united  Church. 

The  Old  South  Church,  in  deference  to  the  very  general 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  membership  of  the  Bethesda  Church, 
agreed  upon  the  Bethesda  edifice  as  the  new  Church  home. 

Within  six  weeks  after  the  union  there  was  to  be  a  meeting 
to  determine  the  by-laws  and  creed. 

Details  v^vere  arranged  very  harmoniously,  probably  the 
most  difficult  being  the  choice  between  the  two  edifices. 
There  was  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  some  that  the  Old 
South,  as  being  the  historic  church,  should  be  kept,  but  the 
vote  stood  seventy-eight  to  twenty-three  in  favor  of  the 
Bethesda,  This  building  was  later  remodelled  beyon^  recognition. 

On  February  85,1386  the  permanent  union  was  accomplished 
and  the  Congregational  Church  of  Reading  was  formed  with 
four  hundred  and  thirty  membera.  It  hardly  seems  too  much 

166 


to  say  that  nothing  better  has  ever  been  done  for  the  town 
of  Reading  than  the  consummation  of  this  union.  The  victory 
belonged  to  Mr,  Adams,  but  he  would  have  been  the  last  to 
claim  it  as  his. 
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Pastors   of   the    United    Churches 

1886-1945 


Rev.  Frank  S.  Adams 
1880  - 1897 


m. 


■'::'■/'  -i ",/>•'-•"» 


Rev.  Frank  S.  Hunnewell 
1898  - 1910 


Rev.  D.  Augustine  Newton 
1910  - 1922 


Rev.  Payson  E.  Pierce 
1923- 


Ihe  United  Church 

The  first  step  necessary  after  the  formal  union  of  the  • 
Churches  was  the  organization  of  the  Society,  For  this 
purpose  written  application  was  made  to  Solon  Bancroft  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  to  Issue  a  warrant  to  some  one  of  the 
signers.  The  warrant  was  issued  to  Greorge  H.  Barrus,  who 
duly  served  it.  The  meeting  was  held  on  February  26,  1336, 
the  evening  following  the  formation  of  the  Congregational 
Church,   It  was  called  to  order  by  Solon  Bancroft, 
The  following  officers  were  elected  hy   ballot: 

Clerk,  Salen  A,  Parker,  who  at  once  took  the  oath  of 

office  before  Mr.  Bancroft. 
Moderator,  Charles  P,  Brown. 
Assessors,  S.G-, 3. Pearson,  Nathan  Bancroft,  Stlllman 

M.Pratt,  Fred  D.  Sperry,  George  H.  Barrus, 
Treasurer,  Charles  F.  Nowell. 
The  name  Gongpegational  Society  of  Reading  was  adopted. 
It  was  voted  that  this  Society  do  associate  itself  with 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Reading  in  all  relations  usually 
subsisting  between  connected  churches  and  societies  according 
to  the  usuage  of  the  Congregational  Denomination, 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  Society  purchase  the  property 
of  the  Old  South  and  Bethesda  Societies,  and  a  committee 
consisting  of  Joshua  Clark,  George  A,  Manning,  and  Jacob 
Mitchell  was  chosen  to  receive  the  conveyance.  Deeds  were 
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passed  in  strict  le3al  form. 

The  details  of  the  Church  organisation  were  arranged  at 
five  consecutive  Thursday  evening  meetings,  and  were  based  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  reorganization,  which  was  signed 
by  F.S.Adams,  Oilman  L.  Parker,  Joshua  Clark,  Charles  H.Nowell, 
Ellen  M.  Bancroft,  Stlllman  M.Pratt,  Adeline  B.Parker,  and 
Chtarles  P.  Brown. 

The  first  officers,  chosen  in  about  equal  numbers  from 
each  church,  were 

Glerlt,  F. W.B.Pratt, 

Treasurer,  S,@»B, Pearson, 

Deacons,  Edgar  Damon,         Loea  P.Howard, 

S.C3-.3,Pearson,       Stillman  E.  Parker 
Charles  Manning,     George  H*  Damoa, 
Standing  Comrnltte©,  Charles  F*   Brown,  Mrs.  M,P,  Howard, 
(In  addition  to    Arkald  T.  Holden,  Mrs,  G^alen  A. 
the  above-named)  Parker,  Mrs.  Charles  E.Daaon. 
Sunday  School  Officers, 

Superintendent,  Edward  P.  Fitts. 
Assistant  superintendent,  ^.W, 3. Pratt. 
Executive  Committee,  Joshua  Clark,  Charles  F,  Brown, 
Mrs.  F, W.B.Pratt,  Stillsaan  S,  Parker,  Miss 
Alice  M.  Barrows. 
A  plan  for  systematic  benevolence  was  adopted  whereby 
boxes  were  to  be  placed  in  the  pews  for  weekly  contributions, 
the  aisiount  received  to  be  assigned  on  a  percentage  basis  to 
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several  Congregational  organizations.  Special  collections 
were  to  be  tal-cen  at  the  comraunion  services,  as  is  8till  done. 

411  this  accomplished,  the  Gliurch  was  ready  to  entertain 
the  'sVoburn  Conference  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  of  the 
same  year. 

Meanwhile  the  pastor  and  deacons  had  prepared  the  Creed 
and  Covenant,  which  after  being  printed  and  distributed  among 
the  laembers  were  adopted  on  May  27thi  together  with  the 
recommendation  that  only  the  Covenant  be  used  in  the  ad#" 
mission  of  meabers. 

The  Greed 
4rt,  1st  We  believe  in  one  3od,  a  Spirit  infinite  and  perfect, 
the  Father  Almighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth  and  of  all  things 
visible  and  Invisible; 

And  in  Jesus  Christ,  His  only  son,  our  x^ord,  who  was  in 
the  beginning  -with  O-od,  and  was  (Jod,  by  VN'hom  all  things  were 
aiade  • 

,?ind  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Renewer  and  Sanctifler,  Lord 
and  (Jiver  of  Life;  who  is  sent  froiu  the  Father  and  the  Son; 
and  who,  together  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  is  supremely 
to  be  worshipped^ and  glorified. 

Art,  2nd  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Taetaments  were  given  by  inspiration  of  God;  that  they  reveal 
Eis  way  of  salvation;  and  that  they  eonstitut®,  vshen  correctly 
interpreted,  the  perfect  and  Infallible  rule  of  religious 
teaching  and  huaian  conduct, 
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Art,  3rci  We  believe  that  Qod' s  Providence  ,  by  which  he 
accomplisbes  His  own  most  wise  and  holy  purposes,  is  in  and 
over  all  events;  yet  so  that  th®  freedom  and  responsibility 
of  man  ar©  not  impaired  and  sin  is  th©  act  of  the  creature 
alone. 

Art,  4th  W®  believe  that  man  vfas  made  in  the  image  of  God, 
that  he  might  know,  love,  and  obey  Sod,  and  enjoy  Him  forever; 
but  that  all  men  are  so  alienated  from  Sod  as  that  they  are 
by  nature  v^ithout  holiness;  and  that  there  is  no  salvation 
from  the  guilt  and  power  of  sin  except  through  G-od'a  redeeaing 
grace , 

4rt.  5th  Vve  believe  that  Ood  would  have  all  men  return  to 
Him;  that  to  this  end  He  has  made  ^fiimself  known  through  the 
\sorks  of  nature,  the  course  of  His  Providence,  the  consciences 
of  men,  and  above  all  through  the  Scriptures,  and  t;is  Son 
Jesus  Christ, 

Art,  6th  ae  believe  that  the  Son  of  Sod  became  incarnate, 
that  by   His  obedience,  sufferiags,  deatl:'  upon  the  Gross, 
and  resurrection  froni  th®  grave,  He  mad©  a  complete  atonement 
and  became  a  perfect  Redeemer,  and  that  His  sacrifice  of 
Hiaself  for  the  sins  of  th®  world  declares  the  righteousness 
of  3od,  and  is  the  only  and  sufficient  ground  of  forgiveness 
and  reconciliation  with  Him,  through  repentance  and  faith. 
Art,  7th  W©  believe  in  an  invisible  and  spiritual  church, 
one  on  earth  and  in  heaven;  in  the  orgsinlzed  and  visible 
church,  instituted  by  Christ,  in  th©  word's  Day  as  a  day  of 
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holy  rest  and  worship;  In  the  ministry  of  the  v.ord;  and  in 
the  tv.o  appointed  sacraments  of  the  cturch,  Baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper. 

Art,  3th  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both 
Just  and  unjust,  in  the  final  judgment  of  all  before  the 
Judgment  seat  of  Christ,  and  In  the  issues  of  Judgment, 
eternal  punishment  and  eternal  life. 

The  Covenant 

"What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  rils  benefits 
toward  me?  I  will  take  the   cup  of  salvation  and  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord,   I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Sosid  now 
In  the  presence  of  all  his  people."    Psalms  116; 12-14. 

"Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him 
will  1  also  confess  before  my  Father  which  is  in  i.eaven. 
But  whosoever  shall  deny  m®  before  .r.en,  him  will  I  also 
deny  before  my  Father  which  is  in  Heaven,"   Matt, 10: 32, 33, 

."For  with  the  h:eart  man  beli-sveth  unto  rieihteousness, 
and  with  the  mouth  conf@ssi:3n  is  made  unto  salvation." 
Romans  10:10, 

Dearly  beloved,  called  of  (Jod  to  be  His  children 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  i^ord,  you  are  her©  that  in  the 
presence  of  Q-od  sjnd  His  people  you  may  enter  into  covenant 
VEith  Christ  and  into  the  fellowship  and  communion  of  His 
Church. 

In  entering  then  into  covenant  Y.'ith  Christ  you  do  ack- 
nowledge that  you  ou^ht  to  love  your  Father  in  '-^eaven  with 
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all  your  heart  and  aim  to  please  !llm  in  ail  your  ilfo;  out 
confesslnj^  and  deploring  that  you  have  not  thus  loved  iiiai 
In  the  past,  you  do  cast  yoursiif  in  helpless  guilt  upon 
Jesus  Christ  for  forgiveness  and  salvation;  you  do  choose 
Him  as  th®  Monarch  and  Portion  of  your  soul,  consecrating 
to  HijQ  entirely  and  forever  all  your  powers  and  possessions 
in  reliance  upon  His  help,  to  be  sought  in  daily  prayer; 
you  do  engage  to  set  Him  before  you  as  your  luide  and  Pattern, 
taking  the  principles  and  spirit  of  lis  teachings  as  the 
supreme  law  of  your  life  and  aiming  to  serve  and  please  rllm 
by  always  acting  as  you  believe  He  Himself  would  act  if  H© 
vsere  in  your  circumstances. 

Do  you  thus  covenant  with  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  and  the 
Judge  of  All? 

And  in  entering  into  coiMtunlon  with  this  Church  you  do 
pr*omise  before  Ood  to  seels:  Its  truest  prosperity;  to  manifest 
such  forbearance  and  sympathy  toward  your  fellow -members  as 
G-od's  word  enjoins;  to  uphold  and  submit  to  its  governuient 
and  discipline;  to  promote  its  peace,  purity,  aad  edification; 
and  so  far  as  may  consist  with  other  duties  to  attend  its 
meetings,  share  its  responsibilities,  and  in  every  way  exert 
a  Christian  influence  upon  others  by  cooperating  with  it 
in  whatever  work  it  may  attempt  to  do  fortthe  Master, 
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Do  you  thus  covanant  with  the  membars  of  this  Church? 
(If  necessary,  'baptism  shall  be  admlnisterQd) 
(Those  uniting  by  letter  rise.) 

Confessing  the  i^ord  whom  vae  unitedly  worship,  you  do 
novi   renew  your  self-conascration  and  join  with  us  in  this, 
our  Christian  filth  and  covenant. 

(Members  of  %h®   Church  ris©) 

and  now  do  we,  th@  members  of  this  Church  in  affect ionata 
jpespons©  to  these  your  covenant  vows,  most  heartily  vvelcoai© 
you  to  our  fellowship.  We  welcoiP©  you  to  participatwij with 
us  "in  th<3  ordinances  -6^  the  Christian  Church,  W©  welcome  you 
to  our  fraternal  sympathy  and  helpfulness  in  your  endeavor  to 
live  a  Christian  life  and  grov?  toward  the  stature  of  perfect 
manhood  in  Christ  JesusT  Se  welcome  you  to  cooperation  is'ith 
#W'tn  the  sublime  work  of  building  up  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
in  fne  hearts  and  lives  of  men*  We  welcome  you  to  the  Joys 
and  hopes  that  beloiig^'to  the  Church  of  Christ,  fw   promise 
to  watch  over  you  in  Christian  affection,  to  sympathize  with 
you  in  sorrow  and  affliction,  to  abstain  from  ail  uncharitable- 
ness  oC  Judgment  and  of  speech,  and  to  aid  you  as  k@  may  be 
abl®,  and  as  brothers  and  sistars  in  Christ  should  aid  each 
other  in  finding  th®  path  of  duty  ahd  livings  the  useful  and 
happy  life  that  Christ's  diaciplea  should, 

kn&   now,  beloved  of  the  Lord,  ye  are  no  iQore  strangers 
and  foreigners,  but  felloin'-citizens  of  the  saints  and  of  the 
household  of  Grod,  and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
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apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief 
corner-stone.   The  <jord   bless  you  and  keep  you;  the  uord   make 
His  fnce  to  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious  unto  you,  the  i^ord 
lift  up  i'is  countenance  upon  you  and  give  you  peace. 

And  now  unto  Him  that  is  aole  to  keep  you  from  failing 
and  to  preserve  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory 
with  exceeding  joy, 

To  the  only  wise  Sod,  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majesty, 
dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever.  Amen. 

A  set  of  by-laws  was  adopted  at  the  same  meeting  as  the 
creed  and  covenauit.  Thus  the  organization  was  well  completed. 

The  following  year  the  church  edifice  was  rebuilt.  The 
original  church,  of  the  old  New  England  type,  was  approached 
by  a  broad  flight  of  steps  leading  to  a  porch  with  tall  columns. 
The  interior  with  its  plain  glass,  small-paned  windows  was 
rather  bare.  In  remodelling,  the  steps  were  removed,  also 
the  pillared  porch,  and  fre   approach  was  graded  to  make  it 
possible  to  have  the  main  entrance  more  nearly  on  the  side- 
walk level.  A  new  steeple  was  built  on  the  south-west,  corner, 
and  a  large  rose  window  was  »«t  in  the  front  of  the  church. 
This  and  the  side  windows  were  of  stained  glass  unrivalled 
in  brilliancy,  if  not  in  artistic  merit. 

The  interior  was  completely  changed.  The  gallery,  which 
forraerly  ran  across  tbe  back  of  the  church,  was  extended  to 
a  horse-shoe  form,  and  the  choir  gallery  vsas  placed  on  a 
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level  only  slightly  above  the  pulpit  platform.  The   pews  and 
fi€rnl3hia:ss  were  of  golden  oak.  I,he  pulpit,  saved  from  the 
later  fire,  now  stands  in  the  lecture  hall,  and  the  comiaunion 
table  is  in  the  Phllathea  rooaa.   The  carpet  and  upholstery  of 
the  pew  cushions  were  red  as  was  also  the  plush  upholstery  of 
.<^  the  over-stuffed  pulpit  chairs.  Perhaps  the  strong  color  • 
effects  were  a  reaction  against  the  Purl tan-like  severity  of 
the  old  church,  A  new  organ  was  installed.  The  auditorium 
had  a  seating  capacity  of  more  than  eight  hundred.  The  pastor's 
stiidy '%as  |?ooat®d  at  the  north-west  corner. 

Under  the  main  room,  a3  before,  was  a  large  vestry,  and 
on  th®  north  side  of  the  building  another,  icnown  as  the  "small 
vestry",  fhis  latter  was  entered  through  a  room  on  the  Sanborn 
street  aide  which  served  as  a  kitchen  and  was  modestly  equipped 
with  a  stove  and  a  sink  supplied  with  water  by  a  hand-pump. 
The  source  of  supply  was  a  cistern  which  was  fed  by  a  pipe 
from  the  west  roof  of  the  church, 

Th®   coat  of  the  original  Sethesda  Church  is  recorded  to 
have  been  |13,,133,93,  and  the  expense  of  remodelling  |12,264,70. 

In   the  old  church  some  psws  were  still  owned  by   individuals, 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  value  of  these  was  appiai  aed  and 
the  owners  laforoied  that  the  sum  awarded  would  be  paid  on 
application  to  tl  e  treasurer.  No  record  of  such  applications 
has  come  to  light, 

Another  reminder  of  the  past  appears  in  a  statement  made 
about  ti  e  same  time  that  no  income  had  been  received  from 
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horse-sheds  for  some  years.   In  the  old  records  many  references 
are  found  to  this  necessar/  provision  In  a  community  where  a 
large  proportion  of   the  lafta,bitant3  must  drive  to  church.  The 
question  of  location,  relocation,  or  permission  to  build  came 
up  ao  many  times  that  it  appears  to  have  been  almost  as  much 
of  a  problem  as  that  of  present-day  parking  space,   in  the 
Bethesda  Church  the  sheds  had  been  owned  by  proprietors,  who 
received  certificates  stating  the  conditions  of  ownership,  one 
of  v^hlch  was  a  yearly  charge  of  |0.50  for  rent  of  the  land  on 
which  the  shed  fctood.  A  proposal  to  renew  this  charge  was 
made,  and  in  the  year  1890  an^  income  of  |4,00  was  reported 
from  this  source.  In  a  picture  of  the  remodelled  church  the 
old  horse  sheds  are  seen  in  the  background. 

The  last  service  in  the  old  church  vtas  held  on  May  15, 
1837.  The  service  of  rededication  of  the  remodelled  building 
took  place  on  February  16,1338,  The  Old  South  Church  had 
been  sold  to  the  Methodists  in  April  Of  1337,  but  with  the 
stipulation  that  during  the  time  required  for  repairs  the 
Gon^regatioaalists  should  have  the  use  of  it . for  services  at 
ten  o'clock:  on  Sunday  mornings.  For  other  meetings  and  for 
Sunday  Bohool  the  Presbyterian  Church  (later  Odd  Fellows  Hall) 
was  rented. 

The  years  following  this  rebuilding  were  a  period  of 
deepening  and  strengthening  the  life  of  the  Church  rather 
than  of  spectacular  growth.   An  amendment  to  the  by-laws  in 
1339  provided  for  the  election  of  six  deaconesses,  an  important 
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addition  to  the  board  of  ofricere. 

The  first  step  toward  a  printed  calendar  v;ae  taken  In 
1391  by  printing  i)ulpit  notices.  Pour  years  later  a  small 
sise  four-page  calendar  was  adopted,  the  form  of  which  was 
kept  until  1923, 

Though  church  membership  had  not  reached  five  hundred 
contributloriB  for  benevolencea  froui  the  Church  and  its 
organiKations  in  1896  totalled  more  than  |gOOO. 

In  the  lls;|  of  origan  1  nations  are  the  Ladies  Social  Circle, 
the  Auxiliary  to  the  Woman* 3  Board  of  Missions,  the  Young 
People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  and  the  Young  People's 
Mission  Band,  whose  annual  fair  was  a  regular  autumn  event, 
,  Th©  Sunday  School  had  an  averag©  attendance  of  from  two 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  seventy*  k   separate 
primary  department  v.as  organized  soon  after  the  union  in 
charge  first  of  l£iss  L,  Carrie  kason  and  later  of  Miss  Ruth 
Pratt  both  ©xperlencM  teachers  of  children,  Mr.  Mams  had 
a  class  of  boys  who  were  loyally  attached  to  him.  He  also 
started  a  Norraal  Class  for  3ibl@  Study,  which  numbered  about 
thirty,  and  it  v-'as  in  his  pastorate  that  the  Home  Department 
was  organised. 

The  old  custom  of  aonthly  "Sunday  School  Concerts"  was 
continued  for  some  years.  These  and  "Missionary  Concerts", 
arranjjed  by  committees  chosen  yearly,  provided  two  Sunday 
evening  services  a  month.  The  last  Sunday  of  each  quarter 
the  Vs^CS^Ut  took  ctiarge  of  a  union  temperance  meeting. 
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Preaching  services  were  held  on  other  Sunday  evenln'::^8. 

The  record  of  any  period  of  tVie  Church's  history  vi/oald 
be  incomplete  without  sosae,  mention  of  music.  Only  a  few  can 
now  remetober  the  popular  leader  of  the  eighties  and  nineties, 
Ulmer  H.  Lianning,  always  oubbling  over  %ith  effervescent  fun, 
but  calling  his  chorus  from  gales  of  laughter  to  strict  diacipllne 
and  maicina  them  sing  with  an  enthusiasm  that  few  conductors  can 
inspire,  and  whose  sweet  tenor  voice  touched  his  hearers'  hearts. 
There  ?jere  various  experiments  with  soloists,  quartettes  and 
choruses  in  the  effort  to  keep  expenses  within  prescribed  limits. 
So  many  singers,  both  paid  and  unpaid,  contributed  so  much  in 
this  line  that  a  selection  of  names  may  seem  invidious,  but 
those  whose  iaemorlea  go  bacis  far  enough  certainly  recall  in 
the  singers'  seats  Mrs,  Jennie  Barrus  Temple,  sometimes  heard 
in  duets  with  Mrs,  Belle  Dinsaore  aowing,  whose  sister,  Miss 
Laura  Dlnsmore  was  lon^g  the  organist,  Mrs,  Emma  Adams  Parker, 
Mrs.  Lucy  J,  Ghllds,  Mr,  Arthur  "^ ,   Temple,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Brown 
and  his  wife,  and  Mr,  Pred  D.  Sperry .  Miss  L.  Maybelle  Brown 
became  organist  ;  hile  a  young  girl,  and  Mr,  John  W,  i^ebster 
saw  to  it  that  she  did  not  go  home  in  the  evening  unescorted. 
All  of  these  except  Mrs.  Chiids  were  strictly  home  talent. 

Social  gatherings  were  not  lac^cing.  Special  mention  is 
found  of  a  "fellowship  meeting"  invitations  for  which  were 
sent  to  iSll  members,  and  at  which  a  collation  was  served  and 
reports  presented  by  the  various  organizations,  iixiother  recorded 
event  was  a  reception  suid  entertainment  given  for  members  of 
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th9  Sunday  School  by   the  teachers  and  officers  and  attended 
by  fully  tiriree  hundred  and  seventy-five.  Occasionally  the 
Christian  Sadcavor  Society  held  a  social  meeting  at  wnich 
th@  young  people  m.ad©  very  merry, 

is.t  such  gataerlngs  iirs,  xidams'  cordiality,  vivacity  and 
ready  wit  mad®  her  a  favorite.  She  was  the  friend  of  youag 
girls  and  axso  of  the  lonely  and  friendless,  to  whom  her  home 
was  always  open,   'ihe  Reading  Woman's  Club  recognized  her 
ability  and  attainments  by  electing  her  their  first  president, 

Mr,  Adams  was  particularly  successful  among  the  young 
people.  When  "Father  Endeavor"  Clark  organized  his  Christian 
Endeavor  iaociety,  ii,r,   Adams  was  one  of  th©  first  pastors  to 
adopt  the  idea,  Whe  society  he  formed  grew  ia  numbers  and 
enthusiasm  t.®.  the  point  of  an  attendance  of  a  hundred  or 
more  at  its  meetings,  which  ware  held  cub  half  past  five  on 
Sunday  afternoone.   Its  members, of  yil  om   the  v^riter  was  one, 
still  isaa*'  a  ?p=at;efui  teiStlmony  tG  "ih^   influence  uf  tne  pastor 
of  our  youth,  iie  never  forced  or  drove  us.  His  keen  sens© 
of  humor  no  doubt  contributed  to  ''~,is  understanding  of  us, 
and  he  patiently  and  unoutrusively  led  us  into  service  "For 
Christ  and  the  Church". 

One  of  our  number,  John  3.  LenJis,  ord.,  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  in  this  Church  in  1395.   In  delivering  the 
Pastoral  address  mT,   adams  gave  fine  expression  to  some  of 
his  o"wn  ideals  as  a  minister, 

"If  words  of  a  formal  charge  are  needful,  I  would  say 
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with  Pau;.  to  Timothy,  "The  end  of  the  charge,  -  the  sum  and 
substance  of  It  all,  -  'is  love',   it  is  love  of  heart, soul, 
mind  and  strength  for  CJod,  manifested  in  love  for  raen  in  the 
work  ^iven  us." 

"Believe  in  your  calling  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 
Think  of  the  names  that  illumine  its  rolls  from  the  days  of 
Him  vvho  wont  about  the  cities  and  villages  preaching  and 
teaching,  to  tl  ose  of  our  time  vfho  are  not  'after  an3rthins' . 
Think  of  its  slricerity,  bearing  to  life,  from  life,  through 
life,  its  uplifting  and  ennobling  messages.  Think  of  its 
Joys  and  successes  in  the  conflict  against  forces  that  lower 
the  individual,  society  and  the  nation."  _  _  -  -  - 

"And  in  your  people  you  vjIII  believe.  Their  wisdom  in 
counsel  you  vill  seek;  their  willirignese  to  cooperate  in 
moral  and  Christian  work  you  will  recognize;  their  spiritual 
capacities,  beneath  exteriors  however  forbidding,  yo.u  will 
appeal  to.   If  one  "efe  present  It  in  the  proper  language, 
translating  it  into  the  life  around  him,  there  is  no  truth 
he  can  get  hold  of  too  high,  too  deep,  too  great  for  the 
humblest  ...ind  to  receive  and  feed' upon." 

"And  once  again,  believe,  or  continue  in  believing,  in 
One  of  whom  John  the  daptiat  said, 'He  standeth  among  you, 
though  you  know  him  not.'   Though  His  own  among  the  people 
to  whom  you  minister  have  failed  to  see  Him  in  His  beauty 
and  in  the  fullness  of  uis  grace  and  tmith;  though  the 
hurrying  multitudes  do  not  recognize  His  presence,  thou^gh 
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the  weary  and  heavy-laden  vire  blind  to  'Ms   sympathy  and  comfort. 
He  is  -imons  them,  and  it  Is  ours,  to  help  individuals,  society, 
the  nation,  and  the  world  see  Him  aa  He  is,  -  Judge.  King, 
and  Saviour," 

Nothing  better  illustrates  the  esteem  in  which  the  Church 
held  LjT.  Adams  than  the  action  taken  at  the  close  .of  the  year 
1393,  At  that  time  he  was  led  by  the  condition  of   his  health 
to  present  his  resignation.  He  was  immediately  requested  to 
V7ithdr3w  it  and  accept  a  vacation  of  six  months  with  full 
salarsr.   This  vacation  was  later  extended  until  October  1st, 
The  expense  of  supplying  the  pulpit  d'aring  those  nine  aionths 
was  fully  met  by  individual  subscriptions. 

Mr,  Mams'  pastorate  lasted  until  i;.arch  of  1697.   On 
March  5th  h©  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  Christian 
Endeavor  meeting: 

"It  'vill  be  possible  for  rae  to  send  merely  a  greeting 
to  the  young  people  this  evening  instead  of  the  brief  talk 
I  had  hoped  to  give  at  your  invitation  on  "The  Church  and 
the  Young  People's  Society.' 

"I  sincerely  regret  my  inability  to  be  yith  you  and  the 
Inclement  weather  which  will,  no  doubt,  keep  some  others 
away,   I  think  of  a  ssnall  eompany  of  bri^t,  happy  young 
people  who  will  brave  the  storm  and  hope  for  them  a  delightful 
and  profitable  time, 

"Had  I  spoteen  to  you.  Christian  Endeavors,  about  the 
Chureh  and  the  Society  I  thinli  I  should  have  reminded  you 

183 


how,  all  along  the  years  since  the  Society  began,  the  idea 
that  there  is  a  unity  between  the  two  has  been  made  prominent. 
When  we  speak  of  unity,  we  do  not  mean  just  bringing  tofjether 
two  or  more  separate  pieces  or  individuals,  like  stielta  in  a 
bundle,  or  people  doing  the  same  work.  That  is  union.  We 
mean  the  unity  of  ^common  life,  like  that  of  the  branch  and 
its  tree,  or  the  branches  of  a  family  and  the  family  itself, 

"The  Christian  Endeavor  Society  grows  out  of  the  life  of 
the  Church  and  forms  a  part  of  it;  so  it  follov^s  that  whatever 
injures  or  aids  the  growth  of  one  injures  or  helps  the  other. 
Whatever  there  is  that  is  ^ood,  true,  and  beautiful  in  our 
Church  is  apparent  in  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  also, 
i^hatever  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  the  way  of  doing  the 
true  and  blessed  work  of  the  Church  are  met  with  tliere,  we 
meet  in  our  Society, 

"The  us©  and  growth,  the  oheer  and  helpfulness  of  the 
Society,  her  loyalty  and  love  for  the  Church,  the  sympathy 
and  prayers  of  her  members  for  their  minister  are  and  will 
,»tt®r  bg  asaong  the  brightest  of  pastoral  memories. 

"fhe  Society  haA  ehownn  during  her  history,  in  all  her 
life  and  fun  on  social  occasions,  a  most  commendaole  sensitive- 
ness lest  anything  done  should  reflect  'upon  the  good  name  of 
the  Church  or  upon  the  honor  of  our  idaster's  cause.  Hence 
we  have  felt  that  you  could  be  trusted  to  act  as  Christian 
young  men  and  v-'oaen  should  and  are  glad  to  do. 

fThe  same  regard  for  the  highest,  the  same  consideration 
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for  tliC  honor  of  the  noblest  of  causes,  and    for  tie   Church 
of  v.hose  life  you  are  a  part,  v.'lll  continue  to  guide  you, 
I  am  Bure,  in  the  days  to  come. 

"I  1- ~ ve  felt  that  the  Church  and  Society  alike  need  to 
draw  nearer  to  the  Lord  and  Master  of  ue  all,  even  aa  I 
mysdilf  have  this  need  . 

"May  His  truth  move  upon  our  best  natures  with  stronger 
power,  Mis  love  stir  us  to  greater  tenderness  and  zeal  for 
the  wor'-c  of  the  Church  in  the  service  of  humanity,  and  Kis 
spirit  taach  us  and  lead  us  until  we  shall,  all  together, 
realize  how  beautiful  and  blessed  a  thing  it  is  to  live  for 
the  kingdom  of  Meaven, 

Most  cordially  yours, 
Frank  3,  Adams. 
Reading,  liass.  March  5,1397  ♦ 

On  March  9th  the  whole  town  was  thrown  into  tnournins 
by  the  news  that  MP,  Adams  had  died.  His  illness  had  not 
been   regarded  as  serious  until  the  end,  when  his  heart 
failed. 

The  tributes  paid  him  rin^  with  sincere  appreciation. 
The  following  quotations  are  portions  of  several  of  these. 
Froa  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Congregational  Church j 
"In  t'-e  death  of  :.;r.  Adams  the  Church  has  lost  a  faithful 
and  noble  pastor,"  a  beloved  brother  and  sympathising  friend, 
on©  who  was  alii? ays  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  wherever 
duty  called,  and  whose  pure  and  upright  Christian  life  will 
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ever  be  an  inapiratlon  to  all  with  whom  he. came  in  contact," 

iProm   the  Baptist  Church:  "We  bear  teeticioa/  to  hla 
d^entlaness  of  spirit,  his  broad  Ghristia.n  charity,  and  ^ils 
fidelity  to  truth  and  rij^hteousness ,  Ha  carried  oat  to  an 
unusual  doj^reo  th©  spirit  of  the  sayiag,  'in  osseutialslariity, 
In  non-essentials  lio«3i'ty,  in  all  tliln^^s,  ch.ix'ity.'" 

,:i.na   froia  the  Uiiristijixi  Union  Giiurch;  "We  lame  at  the 
severe  loss  to  religion  of  a  friend  and  leader  who  was  both 
liberal  and  cataolic,  a  true  exponent  of  spiritual  Chrictianity , 
AS  moiabers  of  the  coaniuaity  we  laourn  the  death  of  a  true- 
hearted  citizen  and  aei^ibor,  yet  cherish  the  reQierabrance 
of  a  life  of  unaelfieimess  and  good-will,  a  life  Vv'hich  hr^vd 
left  ix.s  o'vta   best  aionuiaent  in  the  hearts  of  jnany  who  have 
been  enriched  by  his  gracious  and  uplifting  manhood,'* 

The  recognitiDn  he   (■ion   in  the  Hobnrxi   .issoolation  of 
Congregational  Churches  appears  in  the  following:   "i?or 
seventeen  years  pastor  of  one  of  the  largest  churchea  of 
our  conference  ^r,  ^d:uas  brought  to  his  high  position  a 
mind  finely  trained,  a  iieart  absolutely  consecrated  to  the 
interests  of  the  Kin&doa  of  iod  and  a  character  of  unsullied 
|urity. 

"2h®  years  of  his  service  in  the  Master's  cause  were 
marked  by   tee  beauty  of  an  unfailing  faith  and  the  persuasive 
powers  of  a  life  shich  was  evidently  hi4  vfith  Christ  in  iod. 

"a^ifted  with  unusual  power  of  organization,  of  sympathetic 
counsel  and  of  wise  administration  he  exercised  a  Ciiristian 
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leadership  In  his  own  church  iwhich  was  alwaj's  blessed  of 
God  and  contributed  to  the  progress  of  all  the  churches  of 
our  common  faith," 

At  the  close  of  the  account  of  the  funeral  sorvice  the 
"Reading  Chronicle"  adds  its  own  appreciation;  "Of  his  pre- 
eraineit  ability  in  this  role  (i.e.  of  pastor)  it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  in  ten  years  a  scbism 
of  forty  years  duration  was  happily  ended;  and  of  his 
acknowledged  acceptibility  the  large  and  sorrowing  audience 
of  yesterday  is  its  best  attestation.  Unpretentious  and 
retiring  in  manner;  perfectly  and  always  uniapassioaed  and 
artless  in  his  pulpit;   and  so  utterly  averse  to  any  and 
everything  savoring  of  sensationalism  in  his  work,  it  is 
hard  to  account  for  his  large  and  ever-growing  audiences 
on  a,nj   ground  but  that  peerless  goodness  of  heart  which  made 
him  the  center  of  intense  affection  throughout  the  eomiaunity 
as  well  as  among  his  parishioners," 

The  beautiful  chancel  windovf  in  the  present  church 
edifice  is  a  fitting  tangible  memorial,  but  his  finest 
menorial  is  the  fact  that  Reading  has  only  one  Congregational 
Church, 

More  than  a  year  elapsed  before  another  pastor  was 
settled.   In  June  of  1393  Rev,  Frank  S,  Hunnewell  was 
©ailed  from  a  pastorate  in  ^Shltman,  Mass,   The  council  of 
installation  was  held  on  October  ISth.   ill  the  churches  of 
the  woburn  Conference  and  several  others,  including  Whitman, 
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were  Invited  to  be  represented  by  pastor  and  one  dele^^ate 
each,  also  Rev,  Daniel  March, D,D.  of  Woburn  and  Rev.  Viilliam 
H.  ilVilicox,  D.i),  of  iialden. 

The  council  met  at  three  in  the  afternoon  to  examine  the 
candidate.  Possibly  some  wonder  Just  what  this  examination 
■ay  mean.  In  this  case  quite  a  full  record  is  preserved  in 
the  Clerk's  book.  PiBst  the  records  of  the  action  ta'Kien  by 
both  the  Church  and  Parish  in  extending  the  call  were  read  by 
their  respective  clerks.  Then  papers  were  presented  by  the 
pastor-elect  attesting  his  ordination  and  installation  over 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  barren,  Maine,  June  27, 
1833,  his  membership  in  the  islorfolk  Association,  and  also  in 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Whitman,  Mass,   These 
credentials  were  accepted, 

Mr,  Hunnewell  then  read  a  paper  presenting  a  view  of 
the  Formative  Truths  entering  into  his  ministry,  emphasizing 
the  idea  of  the  Supremacy  of  Life  and  the  conception  of  >iod 
as  its  Ruling  Spirit,  Following  this  theological  statement 
questions  were  asked  by  members  of  the  council,  in  response 
to  roll-call,  on  the  divinity  of  Christ,  the  destiny  of  the 
wicked,  and  other  kindred  topics.  Then  the  candidate  gave 
an  account  of  his  personal  religious  experience  and  his  entry 
into  the  ministry.  The  council  then  voted  to  be  by  itself. 
It  was  unanimously  voted  that  the  examination  be  deemed 
satisfactory  and  that  the  council  proceed  to  the  service  of 
Installation, 
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This  tooit  place  at  7.30  in  the  evening.   The  program 
included  addresses  by  Rev,  Doremus  Scudder,D.D. ,  Rev.  Francis 
L.Robblns,D.D.  who  had  supplied  the  pulpit  for  some  months 
previous,  and  Rev.P.A,Warfield,D,D.  The  installing  prayer 
was  offered  by  the  venerable  Dr.  March,  the  right  hand  of 
^fellowship  given  by  Rev.  Albert  P.Davis,  and  the  welcome  of 
local  churches  by  Rev. William  S.Apsey,D.D.  of  the  Baptist 
Churdi  . 

Probably  the  most  important  change  in  administration 
durini$  this  pastorate  was  that  from  rented  pews  to  free 
seats  made  in  1901,  The  consequent  system  of  voluntary 
eontrlbutions  proved  so  successful  that  a  slightly  larger 
sum  than  previously  was  raised  the  following  year. 

Th©  date  of  th©  annual  meeting  was  changed  from  January 
to  tiie  second  Wednesday  of  Hovember,  talking  effect  in  1900, 
The  custom  of  having  a  supper  before  the  raeeting  was  introduced, 
coinciding  with  which  th®  attendance  increased  to  about  two 
hundred  from  eighty-eight  at  th®  preceding  meeting, 

Lenten  and  Holy  Week  services  are  first  mentioned. 
Communion  servce  was  changed  from  a  separate  afternoon 
service  to  its  present  time  at  the  close  of  the  regular 
morning  worship, 

k.n   effort  to  increase  benevolence  contributions  appears 
in  the  use  of  annual  pledge  cards  with  the  object  of  inviting 
©very  member  to  contribute  ayatematlcaily ,  Literature  on 
the  objects  of  benevolence  was  distributed  and  speakers 
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secured  to  present  the  worlc, 

A  ohurch  manual  containln:^  new  by-laws,  creed,  and 
covenant  was  published  in  1900. 

Light  is  thrown  on  current  ideas  of  Sunday  observance 
by  two  votes  passed.   In  June  of  1900  a  letter  was  received 
froa  the  Baptist  Church  stating  that  they  had  requested  the 
selectmen  to  omit  the  use  of  the  street  watering  cart  on 
Sundays  and  requesting  the  Gongregationallsts  to  take  similar 
action,  which  they  did, 

About  six  years  later  Senator  James  W.  Sriines  and 
Representative  John  i3. Lewis  explained  to  the  Church  proposed 
changes  in  Sunday  observance  laws.  The  Church  went  on  record 
as  "opposed  to  any  legislation  that  would  increase  unnecessary 
labor  on  ounday,  or  give  the  sanction  of  law  to  amusements 
conducted  for  personal  gaia." 

Some  steps  were  taken  during  this  pastorate  toward  a  plan 
for  a  federation  of  the  Protestant  churches  in  town, 

A  reorganization  of  the  ^ omen' a  church  work  was  effected. 
the   "Ladies  Social  Circle'*  gave  place  to  the  "Woman's  League", 
Which  was  later  supplemented  hj   the  "Young  Women's  Friendly 
Gruild,"  organized  by  Mrs.  Hunnewell, 

Thus  the  church  work  was  progressing  along  customary 
lines  when  an  event  occurred  which  startled  not  only  the 
members  of  the  Qhuroh,  but  the  entire  community.  This  is 
described  in  the  following  minute^  which  appears  in  the  records 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Church: 
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"At  about  ten  minutes  past  seven  o'clock  on  Friday  evening, 
March  5th,  1909  our  church  building  was  found  to  be  on  fire 
in  the  base  Of  the  tower.  Although  the  Fire  Department 
responded  promptly  and  soon  received  assistance  from  Wakefield 
and  Stoneham,  it  was  impossible  to  save  the  building,  and  in 
two  hours  time  it  was  in  ruins,  a  total  loss.  The  organ  and 
pews  were  also  destuoyed.  The  pulpit,  communion  table,  chairs, 
two  pianos,  and  most  of  the  furniture  in  the  vestries,  together 
with  the  silver  and  china  were  saved, 

"The  communioa  service  was  not  kept  in  the  church  building, 

"the  cause  of  the  fire  was  due  to  electric  wires,  officially 
so  stated  by  the  State  Fire  Inspectors, 

"The  insurance  was  later  adjusted  so  that  |16,000  was 
paid  on  the  building  and  |3500  on   the  organ  and  furnitup«. 
Total  araount  $19,600. 

"The  churches  in  town  immedlateljr  offered  the  use  of  their 
buildings  for  our  use," 

Deacon  3-ilman  l., Parker  has  left  us  this  vivid  account  of 
the  experiences  of  that  evening:   "While  our  former  church 
building  was  burning,  I  stood  wit!-  a  group  of  interested 
spectators  on  the  sidewalk  opposite  waMhing  t'^e  flames. 
Already  they  were  beyond  human  coatrol  and  it  was  apparent 
that  the  whole  structure  would  be  consumed  -  -  -  - 

"As  we  stood  there  one  of  our  friends  connected  with  one 
of  our  sister  churches,  Mr,  Arthur  il.  Jewett,  came  to  me  and 
said, 'You  can  have  the  Christian  Union  Church  part  of  the 
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day  on  Sundays  for  your  services.'   And  shortly  after  one  of 
the  Methodist  people  said  *You  can  use  the  Methodist  Church.' 
And  then  one  of  the  Baptist  brethren  said  'Come  down  to  the 
Baptist;  you  can  hold  some  of  your  services  there.'  .... 
But  then,  more  significant  than  all,  came  one  who  .... 
said  'Never  mindj  ,now  you  ■mill  have  a  better  building,  one 
such  as  your  people  have  long  felt  the  need  of,'"  This 
quotation  with  its  prophetic  words  is  from  Mr,  Parker's 
speech  as  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  at  the  dedication 
of  that  better  building, 

.meanwhile  there  was  much  to  be  done.   It  vsas  decided  to 
unite  7?lth  the  Methodist  Church  the  following  Sunday,  after 
that  the  Y,i&»G# 4. (gymnasium  was  secured  for  Sunday  morning 
services  and  the  Baptist  Vestry  for  Friday  evenings. 

On  the  financial  side  beside©  the  insurance  already 
mentioned  there  was  the  Parsonage  Fund,  About  eighteen 
years  before,  the  old  parsonage  had  been  sold  because  it  was 
badly  adapted  to  the  pastor's  needs,  and  an  allowance  for 
rent  had  been  added  to  his  salary.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale 
had  been  set  aside  as  a  fund  for  a  new  parsonage  when  it  should 
seem  best  to  build  or  purchase  one.  The  Parish  now  voted  to 
devote  this  fund  with  the  accrued  income  to  th®  new  church, 
This  and  the  insurance  gave  a_"  start  of  nearly  |25,000. 
The  finance  committee  was  instructed  to  try  to  raise  |40,000, 
a  formidable  task  for  the  bravest  aoals,  Ultimately  more 
than  that  was  secured.  Together  with  expressions  of  sympathy 
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which  poured  in  froa  churches  in  Readiaj  and  other  towns, 
came  welcome  material  gifts,  one  of  the  first,  If  not  the 
very  first,  being  from  our  Christian  Selene©  neighbors. 
The  situation  was  one  to  spur  all  concerned  to  their  best 
efforts. 

The  local  architects,  Adden  and  Parker,  were  chosen  to 
make  plans  for  the  new  building  and  such  good  progress  was 
made  that  the  Laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  the  present 
edifice  took  place  on  Sunday  afternoon  October  10,  1909 
at  three  o'clock.  The  day  was  fair  and  mild,  perfect  for 
the  occasion, 

Turnlns  to  the  clerk's  record  we  find;  "The  Sunday  School 
assembled  at  the  Y.M.G.A,  building,  formed  in  procession, 
headed  by  the  youngest  and  marched  to  the  site  of  the  new 
church, 

"A  platform  had  been   tree ted  around  the  base  of  the 
tower,  lappn  wllch  were  gathered  the  invited  guests  and  officers 
of  the  Church  and  Society,  while  a  large  eorapany  stood  in 
front  of  and  around  the  platfoiMa." 

The  order  of  exercises  was  as  folloT^'S; 
Bjmn,     The  Church's  One  Foundation. 
Invocation,  Rev,  Austin  Rice  of  Wakefield. 
Historical  3tat©sient,  Rev.P.S.Hunnewell, 

-Reading  of  the  List  of  Contents  of  the  3ox,  Mr. P, W.B.Pratt, 

clerk. 
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Presentation  of  the  Trowel,  Mr,  (Jllman  L.Parker,  Chairman 

Building  Goramlttee. 
Laying  of  the  Corner  Stone,  Mr.  Stillman  E.  Parker,  Senior 

Deacon. 
(Deacon  Parker  will  be  90  years  oM  on  the  2nd  of  Novetaher) 
Responsive  Reading,      (Minister  and  People) 
Prayer,  Rev,  F.S.Hunnewell. 
Address,  Rev.  D.A.Newton  of  Winchester, 
Hyoin,  "0  Lord  of  Hosts  whose  glory  fills" 
Benediction,   Rev,  4zro  A,  Smith. 

The   ceremony  of  the  laying  of  the  ston®  by  the  venerable 
Deacon  Stillman  E,  Parker  was  most  impressive.  Deacon  Parker 
years  before  had  been  among  those  most  strongly  opposed  to 
uniting  the  two  churches,  until  in  one  of  the  meetings  for 
discussion  of  the  subject  he  rose  and  said  that  he  had  been 
thinking  the  matter  over  and  had  tried  to  find  any  good  reason 
why  the  churches  should  not  unite  and  -could  not  discover  a 
single  one.  From  that  day  until  the  end  of  his  long  life 
the  united  church  had  no  &ore  loyal  supporter.   The  trowel 
used  in  the  cereiBony  was  presented  to  Deacon  Parker  and  after 
his  death  was  given  by  his  son  to  Deacon  3-ilman  L.  Parker, 
who  put  it  into  the  custody  of  the  Prudential  Committee, 

arrangements  for  the  contents  of  the  copper  box,  which 
was  placed  in  a  receptacle  close  behind  the  stone,  were  in 
the  charge  of  Galen  A.Parker  and  Prank  *¥. B.Pratt,  This  box 
contains  photographs  of  several  former  pastors  and  of  Mr, 
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Hunnewall'saveral  Issues  of  the  "Reading  Cnronioie"  of  the 
year  1909;  recent  copies  of  the  " Boston  iierald"  and"3oston 
Transcript";  church  cd.kandars  for  March  21st  and  June  6th, 
1909;  sketch  of  the  work  of  tfte  Woman's  League;  photOijraph 
of  Deacon  Stillman  E,  Parker;  Reports  of  the  lown  of  Reading 
for  1903;  names  of  the  pastors  of  other  churches  in  town  at 
the  time;  two  Lincoln  pennies  of  the  first  issue;  the  serriion 
preached  by  Mr.  Hunnewell  at  the  morning  service  of  the  day 
of  the  cereoiony;  the  Church  Hymn  3ook;  lists  of  officers  of 
the  Church,  Parish,  Sunday  School,  woman's  League,  Friendly 
Q-uild,  Christian  Endeavor  bociety,  Men's  i3rotherhood;  the 
erroliient  of  church  members,  443;  the  Form  of  Aduiissionj 
the  Historical  Sketch  and  Covenant  of  the  First  Church  in 
Redding,  contained  in  the  Church  Manual  of  1900;  a  list  of 
pastors  from  1770  to  date;  pictures  of  the  Old  5outh  Church, 
the  aethesda  Church,  the  Remodelled  Church  and  of  its  ruins 
and  of  the  new  church  to  come;  names  of  the  architects  and 
contractors,  members  of  the  iBuilding  and  Finance  committees; 
memorandum  of  the  original  cost  of  the  Bethesda  Church, 
|l3,13a,93,  of  the  Remodelled  Church,  |lg,264.70,  and  the 
contract  for  the  new  church  with  the  estimated  cost  of 
furnishings  |71,a40.00;  Address  of  the  Rev.  D.Augustine 
Newton  and  that  of  Rev.  Frank  3.  Kunnewell;  and  the  program 
of  the  day. 

The  winter  following  was  passed  in  steady  ftork  under 
inconvBalences  patiently  oorne,  Oa  ikiarch  10,1910  Mr, 
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Hunnewell  presented  his  resignation  in  order  to  accept  a 
unanimous  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  White  Plains,  N.Y.  This  was  accepted  to  taice  effect  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  March,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
an  ecclesiastical  council. 

The  following  tribute  to  his  ministry  is  quoted  from  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Church:  "In  granting  his  request 
for  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relationship  we  desire 
to  record  the  sincere  expression  of  our  belief  that  during 
this  more  than  a  decade  of  ministry  Mr.  Hunnewell  has  earnestly 
end09,vored  to  be  faithful  to  his  sacred  office.  He  has 
energetically  delivered  the  aessage  he  believed  to  be  needful 
for  the  hour,  mindful  not  only  of  his  audiend*  In  the  sanct- 
uary,  but  giving  a  voice  of  the  Church  in  her  obligation  to 
the  community  and  the  State, 

"aie  are  grateful  for  the  fitting  and  reverent  spirit 
which  has  characterized  his  leadership  during  the  sacra- 
mental hours  of  worship, 

"In  seasons  of  suffering  and  bereavement  we  have  received 
a  ministry  of  sympathy  and  support, 

"We  would  also  express  our  appreciation  of  the  beautiful 
service  rendered  by  his  devoted  companion,  Mrs.  Hunnewell, 
whose  cheerful  response  *o  demands  for  sympathy  and  effort 
has  graciously  supplemented  his  ministry  in  our  homes." 

I'hus  the  Church  was  left  without  a  pastor  while  its 
new  edifice  was  incomplete  and  services  were  bein^  held  in 
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mako-Bhift  quarters,  but  there  was  at  han4  one  who  was  a 
friend  of  Ions-standing,  because  of  his  long  service  to 
neighboring  churches.  Rev.  CAugaetlne  Newton  had  recently 
resigned  his  pastorate  of  twenty  years  in  Vilnchester,  v.here 
he  had  settled  after  soma  years  in  Stoneham,  His  entire  life 
had  been  spent  In  ii^assachusetts  from  his  birth  and  youth  In 
Westboro  through  college  days  at  Amherst  and  theological 
study  at  And over, 

Mr,  Newton  was  invited  to  supply  the  pulpit  for  one  year 
beginning  July  1,1910,  He  met  the  need  of  the  eaergency  so 
fully  that  on  April  14,1911  the  Church  voted  to  call  him  to 
its  pastorate.  In  bis  letter  of  acceptance  Hr,  Uewton  wrote: 
"I  had  other  cherished  plans  I  had  hoped  to  carry  out,  but 
the  appeal  of  so  many  has  iieen   so  strong  and  co||vincing  that 
I  have  been  constrained  to  reconsider  my  former  thouj^ht, 

"Circumstances  which  most  certainly  may  be  regarded  as 
provideajHal ;  a  belief  that  ijod  influences  the  choice  of 
Christian  people  through  prayer,  the  substantial  unity  of 
desire  for  a  settled  pastorate;  your  many  expressions  of 
hearty  cordiality  and  outspoken  appreciation  of  services 
already  rendered  have  made  it  clear  that  I  have  no  other 
course  open  but  to  accept  your  call," 

The  first  service  la  the  new  Church  was  held  on  October 
30th,  but  the  building  was  not  dedicated  until  the  next 
spring.   The  vveek  beginiiing  April  30,1911  was  devoted  to 
appropriate  services, 
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On  Sunday  morning  a  "Service  of  Reminisence  and  Con- 
secration" was  held.  Ar,   Hunnevsell  returned  as  preacher, 
From   hia  sermon  on  the   text  "Thy  3od  Thy  aiory"  the  following 
quotation  is  taiien:   "Would  you  have  the  glo^y  <3f  the  Divine 
Praeence  filling  this  temple?  In  love  serve',  »  ,  .  .Remember 
this  church  Is  built  for  use,  for  service.  And  the  finest  use 
you  can  put  it  to  Is  to  here  maintain  a  service  that  shall 
ffllnlster  hejjp  to  every  human  soul,  and  that  shall  be  to  you 
a  Bethel  of  consecration  from  which  you  daily  go  forth  to 
bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  every 
captive  soul,  and  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Juord,  .  ,  ♦  * 
Let  all  your  thoughts  be  unto  Him  that  this  house  of  worship 
may  indeed  be  a  Temple  of  the  Lord  and  every  life  a  true 
body  of  Ghrist," 

The  Service  of  Dedication  was  held  on  &oaday  evenins, 
May  1st,  Dr.  Charles  E«  Brovm  of  the  fale  Divinity  School 
gave  the  sermon.  He  •aid,  "The  people  who  are  responsible 
for  this  structure  hold  a  certain  oody  of  principles.  They 
are  accredited  representatives • of  certain  spiritual  forces 
which  are  able  to  transform  the  life.  They  have  lodljed  here 
in  stone  and  wood  and  glass  their  abiding  interest  in  the 
higher  life  of  this  coianaunlty." 

Dr.  JLustin  Rice  in  bringins  greetings  frou  the  Wakefield 
Church  gave  a  humorous  touch  when  he  said  "I  don't  think  of 
our  church  as  the  mother"  church  unless  it  is  in  one   rappect, 
and  that  is  because  you  are  so  much  spri^htlier.   It  has  been 
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a  matter  of  perplexity  to  us,  that  although  our  church  burned 
some  months  ahead  of  yours,  you  were  in  yours  some  weeks  earlier 

than  we,  and  it  just  crossed  my  mind  that  perhaps  you  could 
not  expect  an  old  lady  of  some  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
years  to  be  quite  as  active  and  nimbi©  as  a  young  girl  of  a 
hundred  and  forty  years," 

The  service  was  a  very  impressive  one.  The  presentation 
of  the  building  was  hj   the  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
Deacon  CJilman  ^.  Parker,  The  keys  were  accepted  by  Deacon 
John  P.Turner,  Chairman  of  the  aoard  of  Assessors,  The  actual 
act  of  dedication  was  a  responsive  service  between  the  pastor 
and  people. 

The  ligipression  made  by  the  building  itself  was  well 
expressed  in  that  week's  issue  of  the  "Reading  Chronicle". 
"The  Church  «  its  experior  ap^eajBance,  its  dignified,  churchly, 
restful  auditorium,  its  perfection  in  meeting  all  needs  -  has 
been   the  subject  of  admiring  comment." 

The  exterior  is  truly  beautiful,  with  its  well-proportioned 
tower,  arched  windows  and  inviting  entrance.  The  architecture 
is  modified  3-othie,  The  roof  is  supported  without  pillars, 
thus  leaving  the  auditorium  free  from  obstructions.  The 
wood-work  of  this  room  is  dark  oak  and  the  walls  a  light  cream 
tint.  The  decorative  work  in  the  chancel  gives  a  warmth  of 
color  and  a  perfect  setting  for  the  fine  memorial  window, 
which  is  from  the  studio  of  Charles  J.  Comiicfc,  The  installatioa 
of  choir  stalls  has  made  possible  th©  correct  arrangement  of 
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the  chancel,  X'ha  auditorium  has  a  normal  seatia^  capacity 
of  about  six  hundred  arid  fifty. 

Back  of  the  audlfeorlum  are  the  pastor's  study  and  the 
Assembly  Hall,  adjoined  on  either  side  by  the  Ushers'  Chapel 
and  the  parlor,  Opeains  froai  the  balcony  are  three  s.iiall 
claBS-rooms  and  the  kindergarten  room.  All  these  rooms  are 
used  for  Sunday  School  purposes,  as  are  also  the  two  large 
basement  rooms  known  as  3-uild  Hall  and  the  Banquet  Hall,  ?vith 
the  kitchen  adjacent,  Altogether  it  is  a  fine  church  plant, 

iWo  weeks  before  the  dedication  at  sunset  on  ISaster  Day, 
an  old  custom  was  revived  in  honor  of  Miss  Lucretia  Hopkins^ 
the  donor  ,^.f  the  church  bell.   Its  toiling  announced  the  close 
of  her  long  and  useful  life,  Ho«  many  know  the  inscription 
on  that  oellf  *Let  him  that  heareth  say  eome," 

Mr.  i^eiston  was  installed  on  Tuesday,  May  2nd.  I'he  council 
met  in  due  form,  but  in  view  of  the  long  and  Intimate  connection 
with  the  »iioburn  Ministerial  Association,  some  formalities, 
including  the  usual  examination,  were  omitted.   Instead  Mr, 
Newton  made  an  informal  statement  in  regard  to  his  ministry. 

At  the  evening  service  of  installation  Rev,  John  ':3. Lewis, 
Jr.,  who  had  been  ordained  to  the  ministry  as  a  son  of  th&a 
Qhurch,  was  present  and  read  th#  Scriptures,   The  sermon  vsas 
by  Rev.  Edward  M.Noyes,  the  prayer  of  installation  by  Rev. 
Henaan  A..  DePorest,L.B, ,  the  Charge  to  the  Pastor  by  Rev. 
Stephen  xi..  Norton, D.D.,  the^  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  by  Rev. 
Austin  Rice,  the  Charge  to  the  People  by  Rev.  Frank  S. 
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Hunnewell,  sreetlngs  v;ere  brought  by  the  other  Reading  pastors, 
and  Rev,  I'homas  SimSjD.i;).  offered  the  conciudlns  prayer.  One 
of  the  hymna  sung  was  written  by  Rev,  Robert  Harklns,  as  wae 
also  one  used  at  the  Dedication,  The  choir  furnished  special 
music, 

Wednesday  evening  was  marked  by  an  organ  recital  and  social 
gatv ering,  and  on  Thursday  the  Preparatory  Service  for  Gommunlo  n 
TNas  held. 

At  this  Coitoiunlon  the  following  Sunday  Mr,  Newton  received 
twenty-one  members  into  the  Church. 

For  a  aumber  of  years  the  feasibility  of  uniting  the 
Church  and  Pariah,  or  Society,  had  been  under  consideration. 
This  question  \f.as  takexi  up  seriously  in  the  spring  of  1915 
and  a  committee  was  chosen  from  each  organisation  for  conferena*. 

In  June  of  1916  new  by-laws  were  adopited  and  officers 
elected  to  serve  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Church,  thus 
bridging  the  gap  due  to  reorganizitlon. 

Up  to  this  time  the  pastors  had  always  served  as  mod* 
erators  of  the  Church,  except  in  case  of  matters  of  personal 
concern  to  them,  but  oeglnnlng  with  this  election  the  name 
of  a  layman  has  always  appeared  on  the  annual  ballot.  Only 
two  Wn  have  held  this  office  during  these  years,  Deacon 
John  F.  Turner  from  1915  to  November  19SS,  and  since  then 
J  .  -i^arren  Killam.Jr, 

On  October  16th  a  certificate  of  incorporation  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Reading,  i^assachuaetts  was 
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issued  oy  the  Commonwealth  of  issaasac-  usetts,  and  on  liovember 
Ifst  the  Consresational  Society  deeded  to  the  Church  all 
property  in  Its  possession, 

^heti   the  present  church  edifice  was  dedicated  the  state- 
ment was  made  that  the  payment  bf  every  dollar  of  its  cost 
was  provided  for  by  pledges.  This  was  true,  but  there  was 
considerable  shrinkaj^e  In  the  amount  pledged  when  it  came  to 
payments,  and  some  unforeseen  expenses  added  to  the  deficit. 
In  the  spring  of  1919  the  Prudential  Committee  through  its 
chairman,  Mr«  Jacob  H,  Carfrey,  presented  to  the  Church  a 
plan  for  a  campaign  to  pay  the  debt.  The  months  of  March, 
April  and  May  w©re  to  be  largely  devoted  to  publicity,  A 
date  ftas  to  be  set  for  receiving  pledgee,  and  the  whole 
campaign  was  ^o  be  ended  by  June  1st,  Pledges  vxere  to  be 
payable  over  a  period  of  two  years  in  four  installments, 
and  a  committee  v,'ag  chosen  to  carry  out  th®  difficult  work, 
Ih©  members  of  the~'dbmmitt0«  were  Mr,  William  C.  Buck,  chair- 
man, ;«r.  3-llia.aa  L,  Parker,  Mr.  Raymond  3,  Temple,  ilr.  Sydney 
Hodson,  and  &irs,  Josephine  Durgin,  A  letter  of  explanation 
and  appeal  was  sent  to  all  connected  with  the  Church,  and 
April  27th  v»as  set  as  pledge  Sunday.  On  that  morning  the 
congregation  was  confronted  with  a  large  blaciiboaj:Kl  ruled  off 
vilth   two  hundred  and  t^enty-fivo  blockarepresenting  sum» 
from  five  to  one  hundred  dollars,  the  total  amoiKit  asked  for 
being  4^000,  As  fast  aa  pledges  were  made  the  blocks  were 
checked  off.  The  total  reached  ^3600,  an  amount  well  in 
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excess  of  the  debt  of  ^7100, 

At  the  end.  of   tl;e  allotted  two  years  the  debt  was  paid, 
and  on  May  10th  1921  the  mortgage  was  burned  amid  great 
rejoicins.  The  program  included  an  address  by  Rev,  Praacis 
E.  Clark  on  "The  Church  and  the  Present  World  Crisis"  and  one 
by  Beacon  John  ?.  Turner  on  "The  History  of  Our  iieeting-House," 
but  the  climax  came  when  the  lights  were  turned  off  and  Mr, 
Raymond  3.  Temple,  treasurer  of  the  special  Finance  Gofflmittee, 
gave  a  lighted  match  to  his  seven  year  old  son,  Allan  i3uck 
Temple,  who  lit  the  mortgage  note,  which  Mr.  Newton  was 
holding.  As  it  caugiit  fire  the  congregation,  which  filled 
the  Church,  rose  and  sang  the  Doxology, 

There  was  raissing  from  tiiis  occasion  a.  man  to  whom  a 
large  part  of  its  success  was  due,  Mr.  William  G.  Buck, 
whose  untimely  death  had  occurred  in  July  of  1919,  soon  after 
the  campaign  for  pledges  7^hich  he  so  successfully  led.  The 
Church  has  had  no  moto©  sincere  and  earnest  member,  and  his 
business  ability  ^id  experience  made  him  invaluable  v?here 
finances  wjere  concerned,   Before  the  Parish  vi/ae  dissolved  he 
was  for  many  years  GhalriBan  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  He 
also  served  the  Church  as  deacon  for  some  time.  Thus  it  was 
most  fitting  that  the  honor  of  touching  the  match  to  the 
mortgage  should  fall  to  his  grand-son, 

A  glance  through  the  ci^endars  of  these  years  gives 
evidence  of  a  very  active  church.   The  men  were  organized  in 
the  Brotherhood,  The  Soman's  League  was  a  strong  organization 
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for  a  number  of  years  with  its  two  brancr.es,  of  which  the 
Hoaae  wiissionary  dranch  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  preparing 
boxes  or  barrels  of  Brticlas  needed  in  the  home  fields,,  and 
the  B'oreijjn  Missionary  Branch  carried  on  an  educational  program 
with  excellent  speakers  from  abroad  and  from  among  its  own 
members.  Th©  younger  woman  were  gathered  into  the  Friendly 
Suild,  and  on  Sundays  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  played  ' 
an  important  part.  The  Philathea  Class  was  started  by  tors, 
Newton,  who  won  the  lasting  loyalty  of  its  members.  To  them 
she  was  always  "Mother  Newton," 

The  Church  has  always  paid  much  attention  to  music,  and 
in  this  period  the  names  of  Mr,  and  Mrs,  John  W,  Webster 
stand  out  as  popular  choir  director  and  organist.  For  a 
number  of  years  during  the  winter  four  o'clock  vesper  services, 
with  music  fumisned  sometimes  by  th©  regular  choir  and  often 
by  fine  artists  from  outside,  were  largely  attended. 

During  Mr,   JJewtoh's  pastorate  the  Church  reached  a 
membership  of  about  six  hundred  and  fifty,  Mr,  Newton  himself 
received  about  five  hundred  new  members.  This  growth  in 
numbers  meant  an  increase  of  work  to  the  point  that  seemed 
too  much  for  one  man  to  handle.  An  offer  was  made  to  pro- 
Tide  an  assistant,  but  Mr,  Newton  thought  best  to  present 
his  resignation,  which  he  did  on  February  19,  1922.  On 
accepting  it  the  Church  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 
"That  daring  the  trying  years  of  rebuilding  our  church  edifice, 
paying  off  the  mortgage  and  reorganizing  the  activities  of  this 
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Church,  the  Rev,  D.  Augustine  Mewton  has  shown  exceptional 
qualities  of  leadership,  resulting  in  a  large  increase  in 
membership,  a  financial  success  and  a  broadening  of  the  spirit 
of  benevolence. 

"That  the  Church  appreciate  the  loving  Christian  service 
the  Pastor  has  performed  hy  foetering  the  fine  spirit  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  In  every  way  and  on  all  occasiqjne, 

"fhat  the  Church  desires  to  record  its  sincere  regret  that 
the  pastoral  relation  which  has  so  long  existed  is  about  to 
b©  dissolved,  because  the  Church  will  thereby  lose  a  leader 
wh*  has  been  fearleadtln  presenting  the  Sospel  of  Christ  In 
a  clear,  forceful,  and  convincing  manner,  and  who  has  glv@a 
expression  in  his  dally  life  to  the  teaching  of  our  Divine 
Master." 

To  this  may  be  added  a  portion  of  the  finding  of  the 
Council  which  met  on  May  llti-: ,  "He  has  served  the  Churches 
of  our  larger  fellowship  in  the  Commonwealth  as  president  of 
the  Massachusetts  Home  Missionary  Society  and  on  important 
oomaaittees  constituted  to  promote  their  welfare,  Among  his 
brethren  In  the  ralnistry  he  has  been  a  kind  and  sympathetic 
friend.  W®  part  from  him  In  the  full  pastoral  relation 
among  us  with  deep  regret, 

"Uor  can  we  forbear  to  express  our  sense  of  the  fine 
devoted  character  and  service  of  Mrs,  Newton,  whose  help  to 
her  husband  and  tO'  the  people  they  have  together  served  has 
been  no  siaall  factor  in  the  large  success  of  this  and  previous 
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pastorates," 

Mr.  Newton  waa  luade  paator  emeJyituB,  thus  continulatS  his 
relation  to  the  Church  until  his  death  on  Movemoer  17,  1941, 
The  last  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  his  home  town  of 
Westboro, 

'£he   present  pastor.  Rev.  Payson  Edward  Pierce,  was  called 
by  the  Church  on  November  3,  1922  from  the  oouth  Church  in 
Pittifleld,  Massachusetts,  His  letter  of  acceptance  was 
read  at  the  morning  service  on  Sunday,  ^oveiaber  26,  to  talce 
effect  on  January  14,  19S3, 

Ir,  Pierce  is  the  son  of  a  Maine  farmer  and  spent  his 
youth  in  Mew  Gloucester,  Maine,  His  father  was  greatly 
interested  in  loca,!  education  and  for  some  time  acted  aa 
superintendent  of  schools,  giving  much  attention  to  this 
work,  Mr,  Pierce  has  often  paid  affectionate  tribute  to 
his  early  training  by  devoutly  Christian  parents.  He 
prepared  for  college  at  Kents  Hill  Acadeiay,  Maine,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Syracuse,  and  studied  tneology 
at  Syracuse  and  Harvard  Divinity  tjchool.  He  was  ordained 
in  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Reaaaelaer,  New  Xork, 
which  h©  served  as  pastor  for  seven  years,  being  called 
from  there  to  Pittsfieid, 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  dispense  with 
the  foraiai  councils  of  installation,  aa  both  pasters  and 
churches  often  feel  that  a  simple  business  a(5ree;iieat  is 
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prefer-dble,  Mr,  Pierce  because  of  his  own  wish  was  not 
Inetallea,  but  hljr'Gd  for  a  period  of  twelve  moi^Jths  and 
thereafter  until  the  agreeiaent  should  be  terminated  Dy  thtlrty 
days  written  notice  given  by  either  party;;to  the  other,   ihia 
arran^emeat  has  now  stood  for  jaore  than  twenty-two  years. 

The  first  years  of  Mr,  Pierce's  pastorate  lay  in  the 
boom  period  of  the  1920* s,  Mr,  Pierce  and  soiae  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Cnurch  envisioned  a  considerable  enlargement  and 
improvei^ient  of  the  Church,  plant.  Because  of  the  depression 
that  is  still  fresh  in  meaiory  and  of  recent  war  conditions 
plans  are  still  only  partly  realized.  Some  have  coiae  to  pass 
as  part  of  the  anniversary  celebratioxi. 

In  the  effort  to  keep  the  budget  balanced  during  triese 
yeai»s  the  appropriation  for  music  was  cut,  and  it  has  oeen 
impossible  moat  of  the  time  to  have  more  than  one  paid  soloist. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  faithful  ones  who  have  sustained 
the  volunteer  cholss:| -intcludina  the  double  male  quartet  that 
has  become  a  regular  feature.   In  solo  work  i,irs,  Vivian  Saith 
has  filled  many  a  ^sap,  when  she  found  it  impossible  to  sing 
regularly , 

i»irs,  !,»  Mabelle  'Webster  was  organist  until  1922,  when  a 
serious  accident  befell  her, 

Mr.  iVebater  continued  as  director  till  1923.  Since  then 
th®  choir  bas  been  led  by  Mr,  Luther  Emerson,  Mr,  Samuel  A.W, 
Peck,  and  Mr,  Harlow  Hovey,  whose  resignatioa  last  June  has 
been  aiuch  regretted.  Recently  jiiss  Siena  Aglio  has  been  a 
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highly  acceptable  soprano  soloist  and  is  expected  to  continue 
this  fall  (1945)  when  Mr.  Cyrus  Thompson,  the  newly  appointed 
director  of  music  in  the  public  schools  is  to  take  cliarge  of 
both  adult  and  Junior  choirs. 

One  of  the  finest  gifts  ever  made  to  the  Church  was  that 
of  Miss  Clara  Pierce,  who  presented  the  organ  for  the  present 
edifice  in  memory  of  her  father,  Mr,  Saaruel  Pierce,  well- 
kno?fn  maker  of  organ  pipes.  After  Miss  Pierce's  death  a 
bequest  in  her  will  made  possible  Irapayovements  in  the  instru- 
ment, which  is  now  a  truly  fine  organ  with  electric  action. 

For  twenty-two  years  Mrs,  Edith  R.  Jewett  has  been. 
or^^anlst  to  the  great  good  fortune  of  all  concerned.   In 
the  days  when  afternoon  vespers  were  popular  and  many  fine 
artists  appeared  on  their  programs  xaambers  of  the  Boston 
Symphony  Orchestra  were  among  those  who  praised  her  accompan- 
iments, and  her  solo  work  deserves  high  recognition.  May 
she  long  be  found  in  her  place  at  the  instrument  she  so  deeply 
loves'. 

Mr,  Pierce  believes  that  the  Church  should  have  organisations 
in  w  ich  every  age  group  has  its  place.  One  of  his  first 
projects  was  the  Junior  Choir,  then  quite  a  new  feature  in 
Church  life.  The  present  group  of  children  has  reached  such 
a  point  of  excellence  that  they  have  won  high  honor  for  ti.eir 
broadcasts  on  youn^j  people's  progrsims.   Their  attendance  of 
late  has  averaged  over  twenty,  and  under  the  leadership  of 
Miss  Evelyn  3-iles  they  have  taken  their  part  in  the  service 
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with  real  dignity  and  their  sinking  adds  to  its  enjoyment. 

The  Church  had  had  a  very  successful  Young  People's 
Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  since  the  early  days  of  these 
organizations,  and  for  a  number  of  years  a  Junior  Christian 
Endeavor  society  was  carried  on.   Both  of  these  continued  to 
meet  until  the  spring  of  1927. 

Meanwhile  the  need  was  felt  for  an  organization  for  older 
young  people  and  the  Ushers'  Association  was  started  in  the 
fall  of  1924,  intended  for  High  School  seniors  and  those  out 
of  High  School,   This  name  was  ^iven  because  the  members  were 
to  act  as  ushers  in  church  services,  which  they  did  for  several 
years.   In  1938  the  name  was  changed  to  Pilgrim  Fellowship 
because  of  the  affiliation  with  the  state  organization  of 
that  name , 

The  attractive  Ushers'  Chapel  v?as  furnished  and  decorated 
by  the  young  people  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Mr. 
Pierce  and  Mrs,  Marion  B. Temple,  who  was  the  sponsor  of  the 
organization  from  its  beginning.   In  the  spring  of  1926  the 
Society  recognized  her  service  by  presenting  a  gift  of  silver 
candle-sticks  to  her  "who  with  rare  judgment  and  untiring 
faithfulness  has  led  it  from  its  small  beginning  to  the 
present  position  of  strength  and  influence  in  the  comfflunity," 

The  older  young  people  have  from  time  to  time  been  called 
on  to  conduct  the  ounday  morning  service.  One  of  them, 
Russell  Richardson,  was  ordained  to  tne  ministry  in  this 
Church  on  April  5,  1931.   While  a  student  in  Boston  for  about 
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two  years  he  served  aa  Director  of  Religious  Education  taiclng 
an  important  part  in  Sunday  School  work.  For  several  years 
he  was  summer  pastor  at  Isle  au  Haut,  Maine.  After  his 
ordination  he  was  called  to  the  North  Woburn  Church  and  from 
there  to  the  South  Church  in  Pittsfield.  In  1942  he  went  into 
training  as  a  war  chaplain  and  has  served  overseas  for  a  year 
and  a  half  up  to  the  time  of  writing. 

The  duties  of  ushers  have  been  taken  over  daring  later 
years  by  the  men  of  the  Church  under  the  leadership  of  Mr, 
Linwood  Spencer,  who  has  enlisted  the  services  of  more  than 
a  hundred  for  this  purpose,  ' 

To  promote  acquaintance  among  the  young  married  people 
the  "Monday  Nighters"  were  organized,  and  they  have  enjoyed 
many  pleasant  evenings  together, 

Mr,  Pierce  has  always  been  desirous  that  his  people  should 
hear  outstanding  speakers  from  other  comiflunities,  and  the  list 
of  those  that  he  has  brought  here  would  be  a  very  long  one. 
The  successful  supper  meetings  of  the  Men's  Club  bear  witness 
to  this,  as  well  as  many  of  the  Family  Night  Suppers  and  other 
occasions. 

There  are  now  two  women's  organizations.  The  Friendly 
Guild  has  monthly  luncheons  during  part  of  the  year.  Its 
major  effort  id  the  annual  fair  just  before  ChristMas,  which 
always  nets  a  generous  sum  of  money  besides  furnishing  a 
popular  social  occasion.   Since  the  disbanding  of  the  V»omen's 
League  it  has  carried  part  of  the  missionary  work  formerly 
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done  by  that  body.  On  the  educational  side  there  have  been 
very  good  speakers,  and  boxes  which  have  been  greatly  appreciated 
have  been  sent  to  some  of  the  southern  schools  for  Negroes  and 
Mountain  Whites, 

The  Philathea  Class,  started  as  a  Sunday  School  class, 
now  holds  monthly  supper  meetings,  popular  with  women  who  aire 
employed  during  the  day,  in  addition  to  its  Sunday  morning 
meetings.  They  also  do  considerable  benevolent  work. 

These  organisations  are  much  indebted  to  Mrs .  Pierce , 
who  has  always  been  ready  to  use  her  unuaual  gift  for  decoration 
and  her  originality  in  planning  entertainments,  many  of  which 
owe  much  of  their  success  to  her.  She  has  opened  her  home  on 
countless  occasions  for  gatherings  large  and  small,  and  the 
many  who  have  shared  her  generous  hospitality  know  her  as  a 
perfect  hostess. 

There  have  been  some  features  of  the  3u iday  School  that 
deserve  special  mention  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  School 
has  long  been  graded  correspondingly  to  public  school  grading. 

For  many  years  the  Mams  Class  for  men  filled  an  Important 
place,  but  of  late  the  men  have  seemed  to  prefer  the  evening 
meetings  of  the  Men's  Club. 

Deacon  Charles  h.  Schmitt  in  1926  organized  the  Alloy 
Glass  (al  ways  loy  al)  for  young  luen  of  sixteen  years  and 
over.  For  seven  years  liilr,  Schmitt  gave  unsparingly  of  his 
time  and  strength  to  this  group,  not  only  leading  them  in 
carefully  prepared  3ible  study  at  the  Sunday  session,  but 
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takiriii  week-day  trips  witli  them,  for  instance  a  series  of 
visits  to  different  factories  to  ^ive  practical  insight  into 
various  kinds  of  work.   This  was  a  most  valuable  contrioution 
to  the  life  of  the  Church. 

The  Lydia  Holden  Kindergarten  received  Its  name  in  1933, 
when  the  room  was  thoroughly  renovated  by  the  efforts  of  Mr, 
Pierce  and  a  comrQittee  of  ladies,  and  the  name  given  in 
recognition  of  the  more  than  fifty  years  of  service  rendered 
hj   Miss  Holden  to  the  little  children.  Many  who  v,eve   her 

pupils  must  carry  a  life-long  memory  of  happy  hours  in  her 
class. 

A  nursery  room  has  now  been  arranged  for . the  care  of 
still  younger  children  during  the  church  service. 

The   Church  has  long  been  burdened  by  a  heavy  debt,  which 
according  to  present  progress  will  be  entirely  liquidated  in 
a  few  years,  A  large  part  of  this  is  due  to  unavoidable 
expense  in  repairs,  Th®   purchase  of  the  property  north  of 
the  Church  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  church  property 
and  making  room  for  future  expansion  was  another  large  item 
of  expense,  A  few  years  ago  the  generous  legacy  of  Mr, 
Merrick  Stone  made  possible  th®  cancellation  of  a  large 
portion  of  this  debt. 

Then  due  to  the  good  business  ability  and  tactful  handling 
of  the  affair  'by   Mr.  Pierce  an  agreement  was  made  with  the 
bank  holding  the  mortgage  whereby  the  Church  agreed  to  pay 
|1250  a  year  toward  reducing  the  principal  and  was  granted 
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a  redaction  In  the  rate  of  interest  from  five  to  three  per 
cent.  Thus  steady  and  hopeful  progress  la  being  made  on 
this  difficult  problem.  The  Church  Is  also  greatly  Indebted 
to  the  patient  work  and  sound  financial  Judgment  of  Mr.  James 
W.  Fairchlld  in  reaching  the  solution.  Meanwhile  for  many 
years  the  annual  budget  has  been  fully  met. 

During  Mr.  Pierce's  pastorate  the  church  has  reached  a 
membership  of  more  than  twelve  hundred,  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  Woburn  Association.  He  has  received  more  than  fourteen  hundred 
members  within  these  tvjenty-two  years.  The  high  esteem  in 
which  Mr.  Pierce  is  held  both  in  Reading  and  throughout  the 
wider  circles  of  Congregationalism  has  given  added  prominence 
and  increased  influence  to  this  church. 

The  growth  in  membership  means  a  proportional  increase 
in  demands  on  the  pastor,  and  assistance  has  been   furnished 
in  tw«  ways.  For  a  number  of  years  theological  students  from 
nearby  institutions  have  taken  over  Sunday  work  with  the  young 
people,  and  another  assistant  has  been  provided  to  whom  the 
following  tribute  is  paid,  in  which  many  would  join. 

"During  the  last  eighteen  years  Mrs,  Raymond  3. Temple 
has  served  this  Church  as  Church  Visitor  and  Assistant.  Her 
intelligent  and  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  Church  and 
its  varied  needs  and  problems  has  enabled  her  to  render  an 
invaluable  service. 

"Practically  all  of  the  committees  and  organizations 
have  looked  to  her  for  guidance  and  assistance.  She  has 


Cj'- 


31@ 


n 

o 
w 


responded  most  faithfully.  During  all  these  years  she  has 
been  a  veritable  bureau  of  church"  laformation  to  all  in  the 
parish,  and  to  her  wise  and  untiring  efforts  the  Church  owes 
much  of  its  success  throughout  these  trying  and  difficult 
years  of  depression  and  war* 

"She  has  rendered  a  service  to  this  Church  which  could 
never  be  paid  for  In  money,  a  service  of  love  and  dBvotion 
which  never  counted  the  cost,  but  always  went  the  second  mile," 

Mr.  Pierce  is  now  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  pastorate. 
Only  one  minister  of  the  list  of  eighteen  has  served  the 
Church  longer  than  ho,  the  Rev.  Peter  Sanborn,  whose  record 
was  thirty  years. 

In  a  recent  conversation  one  of  the  men  of  the  Church 
characterized  Mr,  Pierce  as  "a  sincere  realist  with  liberal 
tendencies,  a  fund aaien tally  religious  man."  Still  others 
have  called  him  "deraoc ratio,"  "a  good  organizer",  "a  good 
practical  preacher,  who  places  strong  emphasis  on  the  Church." 
One  of  the  residents  of  the  Reading  Home  for  Aged  Women  said 
to  a  caller  "Mr,  Pierce  never  comes  here  but  that  he  says 
something  I  can  carry  away,"  and  she  spoke  of  her  enjoyment 
of  his  friendly  ©alls.  Many  would  testify  to  his  friend- 
liness constantly  shown  in  kindly  deeds, 

Mr.  Pierce  himself  said  to  the  writer  "You  needn't  say 
much  about  me,  for  I  am  here."  He  is  generous  in  his  praise 
of  others  but  never  seeks  it  for  himself.  At  present  he  is 
happy  with  plans  for  the  approaching  celebration  of  the  one 
hundred  and  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Church  and 
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SEPTEMBER  23  -  30,  1945 

Rev  Payson  E.  Pierce Pastor 

Mrs.  Raymond  B.  Temple Church  Assistant 

Mr.  Cyrus  D.  Thompson Director  of  Music 

Mrs.  Edith  R.  Jewett ." Organist 

Miss  Catherine  Gordon  Church  Clerk 

Mr.  Frederick  D.  B.  Ingalls Collector 

Mr.  Linwood  L.  Spencer Head  Usher 

Mr.  Lewis  Q.  Smith  Sexton 

To  Our  Divine  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus  Christ,  Our  Saviour: 

By  whose  gracious  Providence  we  have  been  enabled  to  complete  the  work 
upon  this  House  of  Worship ;  we  render  humble  and  hearty  thanks. 

Mindful  not  only  of  the  loyal  and  generous  support  of  all  those  who  have 
so  helpfully  cooperated  in  this  worthy  achievement,  but  also  of  that  greater 
number  of  noble  souls  who,  down  through  the  years  gone  by,  have  labored 
so  faithfully  for  this  Church  and  now  rest  from  their  labors,  we  hereby 
gratefully  record  our  obligation  and  our  heartfelt  thanks. 
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SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23 

"Search  the  scriptures;  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me" 

THE  SERVICE  OF  WORSHIP 

11:00  A.M. 

ORGAN  PRELUDE— A  I'Eglise  Pierne 

PROCESSIONAL  HYMN  142— All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name 
CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

Minister :     Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near. 
For  the  Lord  is  good ;  his  mercy  is  everlasting,  and  his  truth  endureth  to  all 
generations 
THE  PRAYER  OF  INVOCATION 
THE  LORD'S  PRAYER 

ANTHEM— Praise  Ye  the  Father  Gounod 

RESPONSIVE  READING  621— Praising  God 
THE  GLORIA 

THE  SCRIPTURE  LESSON— II  Timothy  11.  1-15 
SOPRANO  SOLO— Miss  Elena  Aglio 
CALL  TO  PRAYER 

Minister :  The  Lord  be  with  you 

People :  And  with  thy  spirit 

Minister :  Let  us  pray.   O  Lord,  show  thy  mercy  upon  us 

People :  And  grant  us  thy  salvation 

Minister :  O  God,  make  clean  our  hearts  within  us 

People :  And  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us 
PASTORAL  PRAYER— Response 

ANTHEM— Draw  Me  to  Thee  Nevin 

THE  OFFERTORY— Benediction  Karg-Elert 

HYMN  404—1  Love  Thy  Kingdom,  Lord 
SERMON— The  Teaching  Church 
RECESSIONAL  HYMN  371— Fling  Out  the  Banner 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN  POSTLUDE— Giojoso  Bach 

USHERS 

Wilmer  D.  Barrett  Oscar  M.  David  Richard  G.  Moore  Richard  G.  Chesley 

Today  the  flowers  are  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Mansell  in  memory  of  their 
son  Paul,  who  died  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

CHURCH  SCHOOL 

9:45  A.  M. 

Frank  M.  Stevens,  Superintendent 
The  Primary,  Junior,  Intermediate  and  Senior  Departments  and  the  Philathea  Class 
will  meet  in  the  Assembly  Hall  to  listen  to  an  address  by  Rev.  John  L-  Lobingier,  D-D. 

11:00  A.  M. 

The  Kindergarten  and  Nursery.    Miss  Annie  S.  Poock,  Superintendent. 

Regarding  Christian  religious  education  as  basic  to  our  spiritual  growth  and  develop- 
ment both  individually  and  as  a  church  we  most  cordially  welcome  to  our  school  and  pulpit 
Rev.  John  L.  Lobingier,  D.D.,  Secretary  of  Religious  Education  for  the  Congregational 
Church  in  this  State. 

The  Anniversary  Book  is  now  ready  for  distribution.  You  may  get  your  book  by  ap- 
plying to  Miss  Alma  Damon  and  Miss  Catherine  Gordon  in  the  parlor  of  the  parish  house 
at  the  close  of  this  and  other  services  of  anniversary  week.  Extra  copies  have  been 
printed  and  will  sell  for  one  dollar  each  so  long  as  they  last. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25 

7:45  P.  M. 

COMMUNITY  FELLOWSHIP  SERVICE 

"Let  brotherly  love  continue" 

ORGAN  PRELUDE— Priere  Borowski 

PROCESSIONAL  HYMN  I— Holy,  Holy,  Holy 
INVOCATION  AND  THE  LORD'S  PRAYER  (People  seated) 
Minister:  O  Lord,  open  thou  our  lips 
People :  And  our  mouths  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
Minister :  Praise  ye  the  Lord 
People :  The  Lord's  name  be  praised 
Minister  and  People  :  Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven. 

Hallowed  be  thy  name.    Thy  kingdom  come. 
Thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread. 
And  forgive  us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors. 
And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil. 
For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever.    Amen 
ANTHEM— Praise  the  Lord  Maunder 

LITANY  OF  COMMEMORATION  580  (People  standing) 

Rev.  William  E.  Billingham,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church 
SCRIPTURE  LESSON 

Rev.  Willard  C.  Arnold,  Pastor  of  Old  South  Methodist  Church 
BARITONE  SOLO— Cyrus  D.  Thompson 
SERVICE  OF  PRAYER 

Rev.  Jack  Matheson  Baker,  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
Minister :  O  Lord,  show  thy  mercy  upon  us 
People :  And  grant  us  thy  salvation 
Minister :  O  Lord,  we  would  commune  with  thee 
P'eople :  Grant  us  an  awareness  of  thy  divine  presence 
PASTORAL  PRAYER 
RESPONSE  BY  THE  CHOIR:  Hear  our  prayer,  O  Lord.     Incline  thine  ear  to  us,  and 

grant  us  thy  peace 
GREETINGS  FROM  THE  TOWN  OF  READING 

Kenneth  C.  Latham,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
ANTHEM— Hosanna  Granier 

Miss  Aglio  and  Male  Chorus 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE  CHURCHES 

Rev.  Charles  F.  Lancaster,  Pastor  of  tire  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
HYMN  219— Come,  Let  Us  Join  with  Faithful  Souls 
SERMON— The  Church  of  the  Future 

Rev.  Carl  Heath  Kopf,  D.D.,  Pastor  of  Mount  Vernon  Congregational  Church,  Boston 

RECESSIONAL  HYMN  399— Onward  Christian  Soldiers 

BENEDICTION 

ORGAN  POSTLUDE— Grand  Chorus  •  Biggs 

USHERS 
Kenneth  G.  Hulsman       Clarence  M.  Kimball       George  A.  Haskins       Benjamin  Litchfield 

EXHIBIT 
Beginning  Monday,  September  24,  and  continuing  two  weeks  there  will  be  an  exhibit 
of  old  documents  of  this  Church  in  the  Reading  Public  Library.   For  this  we  are  indebted 
to  Miss  Edith  Bancroft  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Nelson  Bishop. 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28 
THE  AINNIVERSARY  DINNER 

6:30  P.  M. 

Mrs.  Arthur  G.  Abbott  of  Wakefield,  the  caterer 

Miss  Jennie  Parker  and  Miss  Josephine  Sweetser  in  charge  of  tickets 

Mrs.  Edward  P.  Sheldon  in  charge  of  decorations 

The  highlights  of  the  history  of  the  Church  will  be  given  in  brief  talks    by    Mrs.    J. 

Warren  Killam,  Jr.,  Marshall  Harris  and  Mrs.  Raymond  B.  T'emple.    Rev.  John  B.  Lewis, 

who  was  ordained  to  the  Christian  Ministry  in  this  Church  fifty  years  ago  this  week,  C. 

Nelson  Bishop,  who  has  been  very  helpful  in  arranging  for  this  Anniversary,  and   Miss 

Edith  Bancroft,  historian,  will  speak  briefly.    Other  interesting  features  will  add  to  the 

enjoyment  of  this  evening. 

3:30  P.  M. 
Miss  Jiennie  Parker  would  like  to  meet  all  the  girls  of  the  fifth  grade  who  wish  to  be- 
come members  of  our  Junior  Choir,  in  the  parish  house.      The  first  rehearsal  under  Mr. 
Thompson  will  be  the  following  Friday  afternoon. 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30 

"The  righteous  shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance" 

THE  SERVICE  OF  WORSHIP 

11:00  A.  M. 

ORGAN  PRELUDE— Adoro  te  devote  Capocci 

PROCESSIONAL  HYMN  391— The  Church's  One  Foundation 
CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

Minister :     O  come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down ;  I'et  us  kneel   before    the    Lord    our 
Maker ;  for  it  is  he  that  hath  made  us  and  not  we  ourselves ;  he  is  our  God, 
and  we  are  the  people  of  his  pasture  and  the  sheep  of  his  hand 
THE  PRAYER  OF  INVOCATION 
THE  LORD'S  PRAYER 

ANTHEM— Lift  Up  Your  Heads  Taylor 

RESPONSIVE  READING  636— Zion  and  the  Brotherhood 
THE  GLORIA 
THE  SCRIPTURE  LESSON 

SOPRANO  SOLO— Miss  Aglio  ' 

PASTORAL  PRAYER  AND  RESPONSE 

ANTHEM— In  Heavenly  Love  Abiding  Parker 

THE  OFFERTORY— Allegretto  Franck 

HYMN  37— Blest  B-e  the  Tie  that  Binds 
SERMON— "A  Charge  To  Keep" 

Rev.  Vaughan  Dabney,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Andover-Newton  Theological  School 
RECESSIONAL  HYMN  510- God  Be  With  You  Till  We  Meet  Again 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN  POSTLUDE— Recessional  on  "Coronation"  Pjurdett 

USHERS 
Earl  B.  Davis  Erald  I.  Kinne  M,  Estes  Cocke  Marshall  P.  Harris 

TUESDAY 
6:30  P.M. 
The  first  supper  meeting  of  the  Philathea  Class  will  be  held  in  the  dining  rooms  of 
the  parish  house. 

WEDNESDAY 
10:00  A.M. 
Sewing  for  the  Red  Cross  in  the  parlors  of  the  parish  house. 

FRIDAY 
8:00  P.  M. 
The  Chancel  Choir  rehearsal  in  the  Assembly  Hall. 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  1 
8:00  P.  M. 
The  Monday  Nighters  hold  their  first  meeting  of  the  season  in  the  parish  house.    A 
moving  picture  will  be  shown. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER  7 
WORLD  WIDE  COMMUNION  DAY.    If  possible  every  church  member  is  supposed 
to  attend  this  service  in  his  own  church.   "This  do  in  remembrance  of  me,"  said  Jesus. 

OCTOBER  21-28 
Budget  raising  week  for  all  of  the  Protestant  Churches  of  Reading. 


especially  in  seeing  the  realization  of  what  has  long  been 
one  of  his  most  cherished  desires,  the  beaut ifyin^s  of  the 
chancel, 
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Our   Church    Honor    Roll 


ARMY 
Philip  W.  Althoff 
C.  Randall  Arthur 
Richard  Avery 
Bruce  P.  Bailey 
Wallace  B.  Bailey 
Harry  C.  Barr,  Jr. 
C.  Leman  Black 
Dr.   Gerald  F.   Bredbury 
Malcolm   S.   Bredbury 
Max  E.  Call 
Leon  Campbell,  Jr. 
James  H.  Carleton 
Herbert  E.  Carter,  Jr. 
Robert  F.  Carter 
Frank  C.  Cate,  Jr. 
Daniel   L.   Chamb'erlain 
Richard  A.   Cleveland 
James   R.  Coombs 
Robert  B.  Coombs 
Eugene  R.  Cox 
Frederick  E.  Crosby 
Robert  M.  Crosby 
Alvon   S.   Cummings 
Herbert   L.    Cunningham 
Earle  M.  Davis 
Harold  F.  Davis 
Harold  F,  Davis,  Jr. 
Richard  H.  Dill 
Edward  N.  Dodge 
Stephan  L.  Dodge 
Alfred  T.   Doughty 
Charles  F.  Doughty 
Richard  P.  Dow 
Charl-es  E.  Ellis,  Jr. 
Guy  W.   Ellison,  Jr. 
Lawrence  W.  Emery 
John  B.  Fairchild 
Edward  J.  Gascoigne 
Richard   S.  Gascoigne 
A.  Alden   Goldsmith 
George   F.   Gormlie 
Arthur  M.  Gray 
Frank  R.  Gray,  Jr. 
Kenneth  A.  Graj' 
J.  Reginald  Hall 
Charles   B.  Harris 
George  VV.  Harris 
Kenj'on  I.  Hicks 
Charles   L.  Higgins,  Jr. 
John  D.  Hilchey 
Waldo  J.  Hill 
Walter  C.  Hilton,  Jr. 
B'enjamin   F.   Hodges,  Jr. 
Edward  C.  Hodson 
Robert  F.  Hopkins 
F.  Gilbert  Ingalls 
Charles  W.  Jones,  Jr. 
Robert  D.  Jones 
Edward  C.  Jordan 
Dudley  B.  Killam 
Arthur  E.  Knapp 
Sherman   P.  Lester 
Donald  W.  Lindsay 
David  H.  Littlefield 
Robert  W.  Lougee 
Stanley  H.  Low 
Edward  N.  Macmann 


Roger  F.  Batchelder 
Richard   E.   Cobb 
Fred  M.  Day,  Jr. 


WORLD  WAR  n 
Gold  Stars 

Benjamin  Howe,  Jr. 
Paul  E.  Mansell 
Donald  N.  Tuttle,  Jr 

Missing  in  Action 


Frederick   J.   Estes,   Jr. 


Walter  F.  Lewis 


Kenneth  M.  Coombs 


Donald  S.  Mansell 
Norman   S.   Martin 
Warren  D.  Martin 
Howard  A.  Mason 
Ralph  J.   Mason,  Jr. 
Frank  E.   McQuesten 
M.  Russell  Meikle 
Henry  C.  Merritt 
Charles  E.  Millar,  Jr. 
Stuart  R.  Nichols 
Frank  N.  Nickerson 
Loren  O'Brien 
Charles  J.  Olson 
George   E.  Parker 
Philip  G.  Parker 
Robert  W.  Pratt 
Donald  Prismann 
Norman  A.  Putnam 
C.  Lyrnan  Richardson,  Jr. 
John  H.  Robbins 
Howard  L.  Rogers 
Walter  L.  Rowell,  Jr. 
Carmen  R.  Rushton 
John  C.  Sawyer 
Ronald  W.  Sawyer 
Lawrejic'e  C.  Shaw 
Herbert  L.   Sherman,  Jr. 
Carl  W.  Sias 
George  N.  N.  Siegars 
C.  Dewey  Smith 
Elbridge  H.  Springford 
Herbert  A.   Stimpson 
Philip  B.  Sussmann 
Albert  M.  Taber 
Robert  A.  Tilton 
William  J.  Timmerman 
Woodbury  C.  Titcomb 
Harley  E.  Towle 
Georg'e  C.  True 
Richard  H.  True 
Kenneth  R.  Turner 
Robert  N.  Whitehouse 
Richard  W.  Wilcox 

NAVY 

Carleton  P.  Adams 
Berry  W.  Arnold,  Jr. 
William  H.  Ashley 
Donald  B.  Baisley 
James  R.  Baker 
Arthur  W.  Bancroft,  Jr. 
Merton  C.  Barstow,  Jr. 
Stanley  R.  Boyers 
James  B.  Brown,  Jr. 
F.  Lee  Cail 
James  B.  Cail,  Jr. 


Gilbert  P.  Camp 
Donald  C.  Carter 
Junius  N.  Carter 
Lawrence  A.  Cate 
Orrin  L.  Chisholm 
Robert  G.  Clinch 
George  W.  Cochrane,  HI 
A.  Douglas  Cook 
Edgar  S.  Cook 
Glen  G.  Davis 
Philip  W.  Davis 
Roger  L.  Davis 
Donald  L.  Dewey 
Robert  F.  Dewey 
N'ewton  B.  Dickie 
Louis   E.  Emerson 
John  H.  Farnum 
Arthur  Farr 
Charles  H.  Field,  Jr. 
Charles  E.  Folsom 
Arthur  H.  Foster 
Francis   R.  Fo.xcroft 
Charles  S.  Garden 
Clarence   G.  Gay 
Kenneth  B,  Glover 
Richard  F.  Higgins 
George   E.   Higgins 
Alan  B.  Hodges 
Glenn  G.  Hodson 
R.  Douglas  Hodson 
Carl  E.  Holden 
Arthur  F.  Hopkins,  Jr. 
L.  Herbert  Howe 
M.  Francis  Kiley 
Francis    C.   Lazenby 
Richard  H.  Lewis 
Harry  R.  Livingston 
Richard    J.    MacPartland 
Robert  G.  Mason 
Parke  W.  W.  Masters 
John  A.   Mathieson 
Richard  H.  Merritt 
Penn  K.  Michelini 
Richard  G.  Millar 
Dr.  .Albert  E.  Morris 
Charles   M.   Nickerson 
Robert  A.   Nickerson 
Robert  D.  Norton 
Donald  A.  Peas'e 
Robert  F.  Perry,  Jr. 
Richard  H.  Pierce 
Bruce  S.  Putnam 
Arthur   B.   Richards,  Jr. 
Lawrence  J.  Royea 
Howard  B.  Sabin 
Reginald   M.   Savage 


John  M.  Shaw,  3rd 
Richard  P.  Shaw 
David  T.  Sheldon 
Dr.    Robert    B.    Shepardson 
Arthur  L.  Spencer 
Thomas  M.  St.  Louis 
Stanley   R.    Stembridge,   Jr. 
Richard  L.  Stevens 
Arthur  F.  Stiles,  Jr. 
Frank  R.  Sullivan 
Russell  P.  Taylor 
Jack  T.  Turner 
Earl  Van  Horn 
Robert  W.  Wakeling 
Kenneth   M.  Weale 
Albert  L.  Wellman,  Jr. 
Dean  S.  Winchester 

MARINE  CORPS 

Madelin'e  L.  Beagin 
Wesley  L.  D.  Chisholm 
Virginia  Davis 
Arthur  T.  Ferris 
Richard  L.  Lyons 
Donald  M.   Nichols 
Ralph  E.  Nickerson 
Richard  Y.  Smith 

COAST  GUARD 

John  E.  Lindsay 
Roger  C.  Mussells 

ARMY  NURSES 

Elizabeth   Crosby  Cohen 
Barbara   Gibson   Baade 
Marion  P.  Turner 

NAVY   NURSE 
Myrtle  T.  Harris 

WACS 

Ruth   Gilpatrick   Keenc 
Doris  E.  Ward 

WAVES 

Elizabeth  B.  Barstcw 
Jean  L.  Danforth 
Dorothy   Barstow   Kauke 
Marjorie   Moses 
Virginia  E.   Pease 
Effie  G.  Wildon 

AMERICAN  FIELD 
SERVICE 

Edwin   M.  Spavin,  Jr. 

MERCHANT    iMARIXE 

Robert  G.  Driver 
Harold  N.  Lord,  Jr. 
Fred  E.  Merritt 
Charles  R.  Stark 
Ronald  J.  White 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  E.  Boyers,  Service  Committee 


The  followlns  have  served  as  deacons  since  the  Jnlon: 

Elected  lAarch  6,  13-36 
Edgar  Damon  Charles  Manning 

S.G-. Bradley  Pearson  Stillman  E.  Parker 

Loea  P.  Howard  George  H.  Damon 

February  2,  1333 
Joshua  Clark  Dean  Peabody 

January  31,  1395 
Arthur  W.  Temple  Laurence  T.  Wight 

June  19,1902 
Melville  A.  Stone  Ephraim  light 

3e^2innlns  in  1904  elections  w»re  for  3  year 
terms  except  that 
Deacon  Stillman  S.  Parker  and  Deacon  S.il..a.Pearson 
were  elected  for  life 
Others  elected  for  one  or .more  terms 
Dean  Peabody  Ephraim  Wight 

Melville  A.  Stone  oilman  L.  Parker 

Frank  .'>.3.Pratt  Charles  A,  Damon 

Frank  ¥,  Howard  Albin  K.  Parker 

John  P.  Turner  Qaorge  H.  Damon 

aenjamin  F.  Hatch  Rev.  Robert  Haskins 

William  G,  Buck  Albert  R.  Shepardson 

Arthur  H.  Moore  Walter  3.  Parker 

Warren  G.  Kendall  Dean  Peabody,  Jr. 

deorge  .3,  (Jraff  Charles  M.  Cox 
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Charles  W,  Richardson 
Owen  «V .  iredbury 
Harry  U.  Gamp 
William  J.  McAllister 
Raymond  3,  Tempi© 
Charles  A.  Schmitt 
William  H.  Leach 
J .  M .  Wood bridge 
A.  Roderick  Turner 
Charles  Stratton 
Francis  Foxcroft 
Melvin  3.  Crosby 
Roger  P.  Eaton 
James  la.  Mercer,  Jr. 

The  follo\!siiriiJ,  have 
Deaconesses: 
Mrs.  uoea  Parker 
Mrs,  oamuel  Bowker 
Mrs,  Andrew  H,  Sravea 
Mrs.  D,  Myron  Damon 
Mrs,  '3-eorge  H,  Damon 
Mrs.  James  D,  McKay 
Mrs.  Julia  R.  Scott 
Mrs,  Arthur  A.  Damon  ■ 
Mrs.  Jennie  W.  Hatch 
Mrs,  Mary  E.  Holt 


Wlnthrop  S.  Pratt 
Charles  F.  Ranney 
William  T.  Pairclough 
Adelbert  u,   Safford 
Joseph  Cummings 
Wendell  3,   Newell 
James  H.  Carfrey 
Marshall  P.  Harris 
Dudley  B.  Killam 
Myron  S.  ijurton 
Frederick  E.  Boyers 
Linwood  L,  Spencer 
Frank  S.  Ward 

served  one  or  more  terms  as 

Mrs,  Samuel  Parker 
Mrs.  Stillman  M,  Pratt 
Miss  S.  Maria  Parker 
Mrs.  Charles  H,  Nowell 
Mrs.  Moses  Nichols 
Mrs.  Adeline  B.  Parker 
Mrs.  Josephine  Durgin 
Mrs.  Clara  L.  Carter 
Miss  Clara  E.  Bancroft 
Mrs.  Zelpha  S.  Thayer 
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Mrs.  Edith  S.  Nichols  Mias 

Mrs,  a.L,  Safford  Mias 

Mrs,  -inriie  Carletoa  Mra. 

Mrs,  Charles  /i/.  Richardson  Miss 

Mra.  Mary  3a3s:er  Mrs, 

Mrs.  Wilhelmina  Staniford  Mrs. 

Mrs,  Mabel  T,  Remick  Mrs. 

Mrs,  George  Taber  Miss 

Mrs,  Walter  3.  Nichols  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Frank  S.  Ward  Mrs. 

Mrs,  Roy  E.  Balcer  Miss 

Mrs.  W.T.Fairc lough  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Howe  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Harry  0,  Caap  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Carl  Lougee  ilrs, 
Mra.  Aignes  3.  Meroer, 


Luthera  Emerson 
Annie  3,   Parker 
Emily  M,  Paiiaer 
Bessie  L.  McLane 
Sallie  F.  3uck 
Edwin  3,  Hedges 
Joseph  Cummings 
Ruth  Tucker 
J  .H.Robinson 
Katharine  Schmidt 
Sdith  Wakefield 
J  <ii>&a  W,  Falrchild 
Loring  Wilcox 
Herbert  Copithorne 
Wendell  3.  Newell 
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aLOSIN'i  A  CAREER 

On  Sunday,  i«ay  5,  1946  '^ev.  Payson  S,  Pierce  submitted 

his  resignation  to  the  congregat^.on  In  t:  e  following  letters 

To  the  u.e;ab0rs  of  the 
First  wonesregational  Church 
Readings,  Massachusettg 

My  liear  fellow  Church  kembers: 

in  my   November  report  I  stated  that  it  would  be  my  last 
and  that  my  resignation,  as  Iiinlster  of  tnia  Church,  to  take 
effect  iDepteinbar  30,  1946,  would  follow  soon.   In  fulfillment 
of  that  statement  I  hereby  tender  to  this  Church  my  resignation 
as  its  ..inister,  to  become  effective  September  30,  1946, 

It  is  because  I  have  arrived  at  that  age  when  one  is 
Justified  in  laying  down  the  heavy  burdens  and  exacting 
deraands  of  ao  large  a  parish  that  I  now  ask  you  to  accept  my 
resignation.  This  step  is  made  easier  because  of  t'oe  final 
accomplishment  of  some  long  c'.erished  ideals  and  the  excellent 
condition  the  Church  is  in  at  tie  present  time. 

Please  do  not  think  me  unappreciative  in  refusing  to 
concede  to  the  very  gracious  request  of  the  many  who  h;ave 
urged  lae  to  reconsider  and  to  remain  as  your  pastor  for  a 
few  labre  years,  auch  friendly  approval  of  iny  ministry  to 
you  is  most  pleasing  and  gratifying  to  me.  Halving  worked 
and  dreazaeci  and  prayed  for  this  Church  during  the  last 
twenty-f jur  years,  you  will  understand  I  am  sure  how  impossible 
it  will  be  for  me  to  cease  oeing  keenly  interested  in  its 
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welfare  and  praying  for  its  continued  success,   I  believe 
It  has  a  threat  and  expandlni^;  future, 

Uy   reasons  for  selecting  the  above  mentioned  date, 
somewhat  far  In  advance,  are  as  follows:   it  «viil  give  the 
Church  adequate  time  to  select  lay  successor  and  have  nlm 
ready  to  assume  the  pastorate  with  very  little  interim  delay; 
the  year  of  real  church  work  begins  in  the  fall  and  October 
is  an  advantageous  time  for  a  new  pastor  to  begia;   finally 
this  date  will  mark  my  completion  of  forty-five  years  in  the 
Christian  i»iinistry  and  that  seems  a  good  time  to  retire. 

It  is  nearly  twenty-four  years  since,  entxrely  unsolicited 
on  my  part,  you  invited  me  to  become  your  pastor,   X'hey  have 
been  eventful  years,  years  of  planning,  working,  achieving. 
Working  together  we  have  been  able,  with  Jod's  help,  to 
accomplish  inuch.   In  spite  of  unusual  difficulties  such  as 
the  long  depression  and  the  terrible  war,  this  Church  has 
grown  steadily.   Its  membership  has  more  than  doubled,  its 
activltes  have  increased,  its  interests  have  widened  and 
aiultiplied,   x'oday  it  is  a  united  haraionious  church, 
increasingly  alive  to  its  spiritual  opportunities  ind  obligations. 
This  is  a  real  satisfaction  to  me  for  which  I  am  truly  grateful. 

Now  as  I  approach  the  closing  davs  of  this  pastorate  and 
of  my  ministry  I  realize,  very  keenly,  what  a  sacred  privilege 
it  is  to  be  a  minister  of  Christ,  The  roots  of  our  relation- 
ships have  gOiie  down  very  deep.  My  ministry  to  many  of  you 
in  your  bereavemeats,  and  in  the  other  of  life's  deepest 
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experiences,  Iiae  uiade  those  relationships  sxcaedincjly  tonder 
and  intimate,  Your  friendship  and  Reading  itself  isave  grown 
very  dear  to  both  firs,  iierce  and.  luyself  and  v.e  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  iceepintj  our  home  here  amoa<£,  our  many  friends, 

orrateful  for  our  amny   privileijeB  aiid  happy  experiences 
of  the  past,  i   wish  now  to  assure  you  of  my  deepest  affection 
for,  and  constant  prayers  with,  this  Ghurch  in  the  years  to 
come,  :Jot   it,  may  there  ever  be  increasing  Joy  through 
increasing  service. 

Your  Pastor, 

PAXSOH  E.  PIERCB 

On  the  evening  of  May  21  the  meiabers  of  the  Churchy  with 
feelings  of  regret  and  evident  sadness,  met  to  accept  the 
resignation,  The  followia^j  resolution  was  presented  by  the 
ohalrraan  of  the  board  of  deacons,  Oharles  otratton,  and  was 
placed  upon  t.  e  records  of  th©  Qhurohs 

"whereas,  Xwenty-four 
years  ago  Reverend  Payson  S,  Pierce  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  this  Church;  and 

aihereas,  the  passing  of  tnese  years  brougi.t  to  ti.is 
Church  the  challenge  of  economic  depression  and  world-wide 
war;  and 

Hihereas,  our  minister  met  this  challenge  courageously 
and  carried  out  the  work  of  our  j-.ord  conscientiously  and 
with  unselfish  devotion;  and 

ihereae,  this  Church  has  prospered  under  aiIs  leadership 
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and  (Suidance;  and 

whereas,  after  almost  a  quarter  century  of  faituful 
service  he  has  submitted  his  resignation  aa  minister  of  this 
Church,  to  becouie  effective  oeptember  30,  1946; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  members  of 
the  First  Gongresational  Church  of  Reading,  accept  with 
regret  the  resignation  of  Reverend  Payson  E,  Pierce  aa  our 
minister; 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  extend  to  both 
Reverend  and  ivirs.  Pierce  our  heartiest  wishes  for  the  full 
enjoyment  of  a  well-deserved  retirement; 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  this  resolution  be 
spread  upon  the  records  of  our  Church," 

It  was  also  voted  that:   "In  consideration  of  the  many 
years  of  faithful  service  he  has  rendered  to  this  Church, 
and  of  his  decision  that  he  can  no  longer  serve  as  our  pastor, 
and  in  recognition  of  the  love  and  friendship  which  the 
members  of  this  Church  have  for  him,  Reverend  Payson  E, 
Pierce  be  appointed  Pastor  Emeritus  of  this,  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Reading,  Massachusetts." 
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Dear  Friends: 

It  is  a  real  disappointment  to  me  that  I  am  unable 
to  call  in  every  home  of  this  parish  and  tell  you  people 
how  much  I  value  your  friendship  and  appreciate  the  coop- 
eration and  help  you  have  so  generously  given  me.   I  had 
planned  to  do  this  before  getting  tlirough  but,  during 
these  last  months  of  my  pastorate,  duties  and  demands 
upon  my  time  have  so  multiplied  that  it  has  been  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  do.   I  do  want  you  to  knov/  that  I  sincerely 
appreciate  everything  you  have  done  to  help  me  and  that 
I  realise  that  my  own  efforts  v/ould  have  been  of  little 
avail  withovit  your  help.   I  thank  you,  every  one,  most 
sincerely. 

For  twenty  four  years  my  life  has  centered  in  this 
Church  and  throughout  the  years  to  come  nothing  can  give 
me  greater  satisfaction  and  happiness  than  its  continued 
growth  and  prosperity.   I  have  unquestioned  faith  in  its 
futxire  success.   The  diligence  and  wisdom  our  Pulpit 
Committee  is  showing  in  their  search  for  the  next  pastor 
is  very  assuring.   May  God  guide  and  help  them  in  their 
faithful  efforts. 

It  is  a  great  comfort  and  encouragement  to  Mrs. 
Pierce  and  myself  to  look  forward  to  keeping  our  home 
here  in  Reading  among  o\ir  friends.  Whatever  help  and 
support  I  can  give  our  incoming  pastor,  without  embar- 
rassment to  him,  I  shall  gladly  give.  You  can  in  no  way 
do  greater  honor  to  ny  leadership  of  this  Church  while 
I  was  your  pastor*  and  I  am  sure  you  can  in  no  way  please 
me  more  than  by  giving  to  our  next  pastor  your  heartiest 
cooperation  and  fullest  support. 

Ivirs .  Pierce  and  I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your 
friendship  and  for  all  that  you  have  been  to  us  and  done 
for  us  during  these  twenty  four  happy  years.   May  God 
bless  you  every  one  and  make  you  a  blessing  to  this  Church 
and  His  great  cause. 

Gratefully  and  faithfully  your  pastor  and  fellow 
church  member. 


Payson  E.  Pierce 
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Mr.  Pierce  to 
Preach  Closing 
Sermon  Sunday 


Friday  night  of  this  week  the  First 
Congregational  Church  is  giving  a 
testimonial  dinner  to  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Payson  E.  Pierce.  Next  Sunday, 
Oct.  27,  Mr.  Pierce  will  preach  his 
fairwell  sermon,  closing  his  24-year 
pastorate  here  the  last  day  of  this 
month.  Early  in  November,  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Pierce  plan  to  visit  their 
daughter  and  son-in-law,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Kermit  J.  Nord,  in  Mineola, 
Long  Island,  N.Y.,  then  go  on  to 
Florida  wh'ere  they  expect  to  spend 
the  winter  months,  returning  to 
Reading  in  the  spring.  Mrs.  Pierce's 
brother,  Burnett  O.  Moseley,  will 
accompany  theffl. 

Rev.  Laurence  L.  Barber  of  Arl- 
ington has  b'een  engaged  as  interim 
pastor  of  the  church  and  will  begin 
his  duties  Sunday,  Nov.  3. 

Miss  Esther  Goodale  has  been  en- 
gaged as  assistant  and  may  be 
reached  at  her  home  on  West  st., 
,or  at  the  church  by  any  needing  her 
services. 


Man 


of  the 

Week 


REV.  PAYSON  E.  PIERCE 


Who  resides  on  Woburn  St. ; 

Who  is  completing  his  pastorate 
of  24  years  at  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church; 

Who  preaches  his  farewell  ser- 
mon next  Sunday; 

Who  will  begin  his  retirement 
on  Nov.  1; 

And  who  will  keep  his  resi- 
dence on  Woburn  st. 


THE  READING  CHROMCLE,  FRIDAY,  NOVTMBER  8,  1946 


Testimonial  for  Rev.  Payson  E.  Pierce 


Heart-felt  tributes  from  all  de- 
partments of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  were  expressed  on 
Oct.  22  when  Rev.  Payson  E.  Pierce 
was  guest  of  honor  at  a  testimonial 
dinner  given  in  recognition  of  his  i 
retirement   from   the   ministry.  i 

Included  in  the  words  of  congrat-  j 
ulations  on  the  completion  of  an  ac- 
tive career  were  those  from  other ; 
members  of  the  clergy  in  Reading 
with  whom  Mr.  Pi'erce  worked  dur- 
ing his  pastorate.  These  invited 
guests  included  Dr.  Charles  F.  Lan- 
caster, Rev.  Myles  J.  McSwiney, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Billingham, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Gunter.  The 
blessing  prior  to  the  dinner  was 
asked  by  Rev.  Fr.  McSwiney. 
i^JEach  pastor  spoke  briefly,  ex- 
'  ipressing  admiration  for  Mr.  Pierce, 
telling  of  his  friendliness  and  co- 
operation. He  had  welcomed  each 
of  them  to  Reading. 

Among  the  ministerial  tributes 
was  one  from  Rev.  Russell  B.  Rich- 
ardson, a  former  Reading  boy  and 
now  pastor  of  the  Second  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Attleboro.  Just 
before  his  graduation  from  High 
School  Russell  received  much  en- 
couragement from  his  new  pastor, 
Mr.  Pierce,  to  follow  his  desire  to 
etiter  the  ministry.  The  ordination 
service  was  at  the  Reading  Church 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Pierce. 
Mr.  Richardson  recalled  Mr. 
Pierce's  words,  "Russell,  if  you  were 
my  own  son,  I  could  be  no  more 
proud  of  you  than  I  am  tonight." 
In  his  remarks  the  younger  min- 
ister returned  the  compliment  to 
the  ■  retiring  pastor,  "Mr.  Pierce, 
were  you  my  own  dad,  I  could  be  no 
more  proud  of  you  than  I  am  to- 
night." 

The    payment    of    filial    respects, 
however,  were   not  confined'  to  this 
occasion    since    a    surprise    visit    to  i 
the  occasion  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ker-  | 
mit  J.  Nord  of  Minneola,  Long  Is-  J 
land,     N.Y.,    really    completed     the 
.    occasion   for    Mr.   and   Mrs.   Pierce. 
Their  son-in-law,  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Minneola,  spoke  briefly. 

Charles    E.    Schmitt,    formerly    of 
Reading,  now  of  Amherst,  N.H.,  was 
present  to  speak  as  a  former  mem-  j 
ber  of  the  board  of  deacons  where 
he  served  for  19  years.  _  | 

Other  testimonials  were  given  as 
follows : 


At    the    Testimonial    for    Rev.    Payson    E.    Fierce    the    photographer    got 

around  before  Rev.  Fr.  M^les  J.  McSwiney  had  finished  his  dessert.     Mrs. 

Pierce  saw  the  photographer  coming  while  Mr.  Pierce  was  sitting  back  for 

a  chat  with  the  church  moderator,  J.  Warren  Killam    Jr. 


Miss  Qatherine  C.  Gordon,  cleric 
of  the  church,  for  the  officers ;  H. 
Raymond  Johnson,  for  the  trustees 
and  art  committee ;  Philip  White, 
for  the  prudential  committee,  (and 
he  presented  his  testimony,  after 
reading  it,  to  Mr.  Pierce,  signed  by 
all  members  of  the  prudential  com- 
mittee ;  Arthur  Aldrich,  for  the 
Men's  Club;  Jack  Turner,  for  the 
Monday  Nighters :  Mrs.  H.  Harvey 
Quigley,  for  the  Philatheas;  Mrs. 
Charles  Damon,  for  the  Friendly 
Guild;  Rudolph  Sussman,  for  the 
Missionary  Committee ;  James  X. 
Mercer,  for  the  Religious  Education 
Committee;  Donald  H.  Morse,  for 
the  Music  Committee ;  Charles 
Stratton,  for  the  Deacons ;  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Howe,  for  the  Deacon- 
esses. 

These  testimonials  were  given  a 
personal  touch  by  each  speaker  tell- 
ing some  of  the  humor  and  kindly- 
spirit  which  characterized  Mr. 
Pierce's  dealings. 

The  final  testimonial  was  from  the 
church  -itself  and  was  voiced  by 
James  W.  Fairchild,  who  presented 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  With  a  purse  of 
$770  (which  has  since  been  added  to 
so  that  it  now  exceeds  $800).  The 
purse  represented  free-will  gifts 
fiom     a    large    proportion    of    the 


church   membership. 

Mr..  Pierce  responded  briefly  and 
graciously  to  all  the  e.x;pressed  sen- 
timents and  declared  that  his  heart 
would  always  be  within  the  First 
Congregational  Church   of  Reading. 

In  response  to  recognition  given 
tj  her  on  this  and  previous  occa- 
sions Mrs.  Pierce  responded  briefly. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Miss  Lydia 
Holden  now  living  in  York,  Pa. 
Now  well  along  iii  years,  she  was  for 
many  years  an  active  worker  in  the 
cinurch  and  was  superintendent  of 
the  kindergarten. 

Music  for  the  evening  was  furn- 
ished by  the  choir  with  special  se- 
lections by  a  double  quartet  and. 
solos  by  Miss  Elena  Aglio. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  thej 
church  council  and  the  program  was  . 
conducted  by  the  moderator,  J.  War- 
ren Killam,  Jr. 
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Rotary  Club 
Honor  for 
Rev.  Pierce 


At   the    meeting   of    Reading    ];. 
tary  Club  on   Monday.  Rev.   Pay^  jn 
E.   Pierce   was    elected   to   honorary 
membership. 

Honorary  membership  is  given  in 
Rotary  only  for  outstanding  ser.  ico 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Pierce,  during  his 
membership  in  the  club,  has  con- 
tributed much  time  and  thought  to  ' 
the  advancement  of  Rotary  ideals.      ) 

He  is  a  charter  member  of  the.j 
club  and  served  a  terra  as  president.4 
He  served  every  year,  except  that ' 
as  president,  in  the  ofTice  of  chap-  ' 
Iain  and  has  headed  many  of  the 
club's   more   important   committees 


Rev/Payson  E.  Pierce  Preaches 
Farewell  Sermon  at  Cong.  Church 


Rev.  Payson  E.  Pierce  last  S.un- 
day  chose  for  a  text  for  his  fare- 
well sermon  the  28th  verse  of  the 
4th  chapter  of  St.  Mark's  Gospel, 
"For  tire  earth  bringeth  fcVth  fruit 
of  herself;  first  the  blade,  then  the 
ear,  after  that  the  full  corn  in  the 
ear." 

Mr.  Pierce  said  this  was  the  same 
text  he  used  for  his  first  sermon  to 
the  Reading  people.  He  chose  it 
because  of  its  encouraging  messa,ge ; 
it  proclaims  the  slowness  of  growth. 
The  Kingdom  of  Heav'en  is  like 
something  that  grows.  Jesus  likened 
it  to  mustard  seed  or  leaven,  it  is 
a  living  thing,  it  grows,  is  industri- 
ous, aggressive,  expansive.  One. may 
not  b'ecome  a  perfect  saint  in  months 
or  years  but  he  may  become  a 
Christian  in  a  moment,  the  time  it 
takes  to  make  a  decision.  Saintli- 
nfc.<5  is  a  growth  of  slow  develop- 
ment, it  com'es  as  the  harvest  comes, 
first  the  blade,  then  the  ear  then  the 
full  corn  in  the  ■  ear.  He  said  in 
part : 

"In  this  rapid  age  of  invention,, 
c.f  discovery,  of  miraculous  progress 
one  needs  to  ponder  this  little  par- 
able. It  is  the  most  effective  answer 
to  much  of  the  criticism  of  the 
church  and  of  Christianity  one  hears 
today.  When  one  is  tempted-  to 
criticise  th'e  Bible  for  all  in  it  that 
is  crude,  and  dark  and  fearful  let 
him  remember  that  the  Bible  is  a 
living  thing,  that  it  has  grown  to 
be  what  it  is.  This  is  very  evident 
when  one  compares  the  early  con- 
ceptions of  the  Old  Testament  with 
the  perfect  revelation  of  God  and 
Jesus  Christ  as  found  in  the  New 
Testam'ent.  In  the  Old  Testament 
we  find  the  blade,  in  the  New  we 
have  the  full  corn  in  the  ear  as  ex- 
emplified in- the  life  and  teachings 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

"Are  you  ever  tempted  to  criti- 
cise the  church  for  its  imperfections 
aiid  its  inefficiency?  If  so  read  a- 
g-ain  this  parable.  Yes  we  do  have 
i.onorance,  hypocrisy,  naiTowness, 
bigotry  and  selfishness  in  the  church. 
Thev  come  into  the  church  becaus'e 


human  nature  comes  in.  They  are 
not  the  product  of  Christianity,  they 
are  elements  in  human  nature.  , 

"Often  times  preachers  are  criti- 
cised for  failures  and  fruietless  ef- 
forts for  which  they  are  not  to 
b'ame.  If  the  seed  they  sow  falls 
irto  ground  or  hearts  beaten  hard 
'  by  tire  thoughts  and  pleasures  of  the 
v.orld,  into  rocky  or  thorny  soil  and 
bvings  forth  little  if  any  fruit  that 
is   not  the   preacher's  .fault. 

"The  preacher's  work  is  necessar- 
ily slow,  he  is  a  sower  of  seed  sub-' 
ject  to  the  laws  of  growth  and  the 
laws  of  growth  are  not  changed  nor 
hastened  bj-  inventions   and   discov- 
'  eiies   however   marvelous    they   may 
be.     The  harvest   comes   today  just 
'as   it   ahvays   came,   first   the    blade, 
then  the  ear,  then  the   full  corn  in 
the  ear, 
i      "So  is  it  with  the  laws  of  the  soul. 
Goodness   grow;s   just   as   slowly   to- 
day as  in  the  'days  of  Abraham  or 
Jesus  Christ. 

1      "The    Christian    Church   is    not    a 
I  museum  in  which  are  filed  awa3'  per- 
I  fected     saints     awaiting     the     judg- 
;  ment   day,   it   is   a   growdng   field   in 
which  the  spiritual  life  is  struggling 
and  growing  towaid  the  harvest.  It 
takes    human    beings    of    all    ages, 
1  races,    dispositions    and   attainments , 
'  and  throws   about  them   certain  in- 
fluences   v.-hich    encourage    spiritual 
growth.     In  it  w'e  find  some  in  the 
blade  stage,  some  in  the  ear  and  a. 
few  having  the  ripened  corn. 

"Do    not    get    discouraged    if    the 
church  does  not  solve  all  the  prob- 
'  lems  of  th'e  world  at  once.     Yes  we 
continue  to  have  wars,  political  cor- 
ruption, the  evils  of  the  liquor  traf- 
fic,   crime    and    human    selfishness. 
But  Jesus  says  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion  is   begun.     Here   and   there    a 
leper  is   cleansed,  here  and  there   a 
I  bhnd   man   sees,   here   and   there   a 
I  lame  man  walks   and  the  Gospel  is 
being  preached  to  the  poor. '  Its   a 
seed,  its  being  planted,  the   harvest 
w-ill  surely  come  as  it  alwa}'s  comes; 
firstnhe  blade,  then  the  ear  and  af- 
'  ter  a  long  time  the  full  corn  in  tJie 
■ear, 

i  "Fellow  church  members  and 
'ff:  lends  this  is  my  parting  message 
to  you.  It's  a  message  of  encour- 
agement. May  everyone  of  you  be 
planters  of  the  seed,  the  good  seed, 
of  love,  purit\-,  honesty  and  good- 
ness. May  5'ou  never  temporize 
with  evil  in  any  v.-ay.  Hold  high  the 
standards  of  church  membership. 
The  church  is  the  only  hope  of  this 
world.  Keep  it  pjjre,  clean,  righteous, 
hoh".  Don't  get  discouraged.  The 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  will  come,  is 
coming,  slow^-,  surely,  as  the  har- 
vest alwa3's  comes,  first  the  blade, 
then  the  'ear  and  after  that  the  full 
corn  in  the  ear."  • 
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Another  Picture  Turns  up  for 

Cougregational 

Church  Records 


This  week,  following  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  175th  anniversary  of  tlw 
Congregational  Church,  another 
picture  has  been  added  to  the  col- 
lection of  photographs  of  Congre- 
gational pastors.  It  had  been  pre- 
viously announced  that  the  church 
was  seeking  a  picture  of  Rev.  Frank 
IE.  Mills,  pastor  of  the  Old  South 
I  Church  from  1882  to  1884.  It  is  too 
Hate  to  have  the  picture  published 
in  the  anniversary  program  or  in 
the  special  Chronicle  supplement 
but  it  is  reproduced  herewith  that 
scrap  book  keepers  may  add  it  to 
their  collection. 
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